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PKEFACE. 



The circumstances winch gave birth to the idea of the 
present work, impelled the writer to great rapidity of 
execution, not, possibly, unfavorable to the production of 
some sparks of humor. 

On the other hand, constant professional intermptions 
and business cares have made elaborate revision absolutely 
impracticable. 

Should any of his readers think they recognize herein 
portraitures of themselves or their friends, he will feel 
pleasure in such a proof of his capacity for drawing hu- 
man nature to the life ; but he hopes they will extract 
only amusement frona the scenes presented, and be in no 
wise offended. 

In order to the more lively presentment of those scenes, 
the narrative is placed in the lips of one of the characters 
portrayed. 

The AuiHOK. 
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CHAPTER I. 

COI,ONEL HUED EXPLAINS. 

I HiVE been mdueeii to write the foUowing history 
partly by the soHcitatioii of friem^, and partly from a 
desire to inform the pubhe as to the mode of condiiet- 
ing an affair of honor in the most enl%htened and 
modem. style. 

My own information is hmited, but having been 
thrown in contact with a gentleman of vast experience, 
many lessons may be learned from a simple recital of 
facts and conversations oeeurring dming OTir various 
interviews, which could never be acquired by ever so 
careful a reading of "Wilson's Code" and all other pub- 
lished works on dueling. 

I enter upon this important work fully impressed 
with the danger to which I subject myseK, and nothing 
but a sense of duty urges me forward. It will be seen 
by a careful perusal of this volume, that each word I 
write on this subHme subject is at the peril of my life. 
Should the memory of any of the actoi« in the scenes I 
shaU attempt to portray differ from my own, I may be 
challenged to mortal combat, and my children per- 
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chmoe left fatherless. It is, therefore, of the utmost 
importance that eyeiy circumstanoe and conyersation 
should not only be trufhfunj related, but that it should 
be done m such a manuer as to coiioide eiaotly with 
the recoHections of all the other actors, spectators, aud 
auditors. 

The fact that my oto -riows do not concur with those 
of the greatest dnehst of the age, aud that I hold that 
no gentleman should be oahed out for respectfully 
statiug facto which he beheyes to be true, eyen though 
they should be inaccurately stated, does not in any de- 
gree lessen my danger. Por any person with whom I 
may differ in recollection mayfeel "grieved or paiued" 
by the difference. Nor does my danger cease with the 
hfe of the aggrieved, for his relatives and friends might 
feel it mcumbcnt on themselves to caU me to the field. 
As to whether my male descendants may be held re- 
sponsible, is a point upon which I have not as yet taken 
advice. 

If auy portion of my narrative, therefore, is devoid of 
romantic interest, I hope my readers will eicnse the 
defect, and not attribute it to the absence of inventive 
faenlties, as it would be inadmissible in a work such m 
the present to draw upon the resources of the imagina- 
tion. 
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LIGHTNING PURSUIT. 

LOFTY TO WOODSON. 

Columbus, Ga., Jaly 18, 11:35 A. M. 

To Major James I*. Woodson, Seal, Ala. 

I have eomo from Atlanta with a message of im- 
portance requiring personal dehvery. Will you Mndly 
meet me here by to-morrow's train at my expense. 
Respectfully, 

Hercuuss D. Lofty, M.. D. 

LOFTY TO— 789— 

CoLUJiBiTS, Ga., July 18, 11:26 a. m. 
To— 789— Atlanta, Ga. 

W. not found. Have telegraphed him at Seal, 
Ala., to meet me here at my expense. Have five men 
looting for him in this citj. I mil hunt until I find him. 
Hercules J>. Lofty, M. B. 

operator at seal, to lofty. 

Seal, Ala., July 18, 11:50 a. m. 

To Heegl'les D. Lofty, M. D. 

Major Woodson not here. Supposed to be in Ope- 
lika. 

Operator. 
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LOFTY TO WOODSON. 

COL0MEUS, Ga., July 18, 11:53 a. w. 

To Major J. F, Woodson, care of Col. G. W. Hubd, 
Opelita, Ala. 
I have note of great omportanee for you. If you are 
in Opelika await my coming on the 8 : 30 p. h, train, at 
my expense. If yon are not there let me know -where 
you are. 

RespectfuHy, 

Hercules D. Lofit, IT. B. 

LOFTY TO— 789— 

CoLDMBTJS, Ga, , July 18, 11 : 54 A. m. 
To— 789— Atlanta, Ga. 

W. not at Seal, Have telegraphed to him at Opo- 
lita. One of my agents returned, and reports h\m not 
in this city. 

Hebcules D. Lofty, M. D. 

-rS9— TO LOFTY, 

Atlasta, Ga,, July 18, 12 m, 
To CoL. Hercules D. Lofty, Columbus, Ga. 
Continue your efforts, and let me know results, 

—789— 

OPERATOK AT OPELIKA, TO LOFTY. 

OrBLiKA, Ala., July 18, 1 p. m. 
Herctiles J>. Lofty, M. D., Columbus, Ga, 

Neither Woodson nor Hurd here : supposed to be in 
Montgomery. 

OPERATOIt, 
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LOFTY TO WOODSON. 

CoLUStBTis, Ga., July 18, 1:03 P.m. 
Major James F. Woodson, Montgomery, Ala. 

I am here all the way from Atlanta, with note of vast 
unportance, which must be dehvered privately to your- 
seK, Meet me at Opehka by first train, at my expense. 
If you get this, answer at once. 
KespectfiiUy, 

Heecules D. Lofty, M. D, 

operator at montgomery, to lofty. 

MONTGOMEMY, AlA., July 18. 3 P.M. 

To Hercules D. Lofty, M. D., Columbus, Ga. 

Woodson not here. Supposed to be in Columbus. 
Oteratoe. 



CoirMBUS, Ga., July 18, 3:30 p, m. 
To— 789— Atlanta, Ga. 

W. is here. Have seen him. Have spoken to him. 
Left me abruptly, saj-ing, he would communicate in 
short time. Find law here against delivery of note. 
Will have to got him out of the State. 

Hercules D, Lofty, M. D. 
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CHAPTER m. 

MAJOR WOODSON MEETS COLONEL LOFTY. 

On the 18th day of July, m the year of grace 1873 
at the hoar of 2 p. M., on the east side of Broadway in' 
the aty of Columbus, in the State of Geoigia, near tie 
mam entrance of the Bankin House, Kajor James T 
Woodson,aresidentofEussen County, in the adjacent 
State of Alabama, suddenly and uneipecfedlj found 
himseH vis-a-ma with a stately stranger, who was m the 
act of profoundly bowing to him. 

This gentleman, after a most oourleons salutation in- 
troduced hnnsslf as Lofty, and opened a oonYersation 
by requesting Major Woodson to walk with hin across 
the bridge which spanned the Chattahoochee- Eiver 
mto the adjoming State, and there receiye a note m his 
possession from Capt. T J Porter, a resident of the 
City of Athmta, in the Slate of Georgia, wHch was of 
such nnportance that its contents could not be Mnted, 
or its dehvery effected, m any other way than that mdi- 
cated The mysterious nature of the request haiiig 
nnpressed Major Woodson with the idea that it was un- 
reasonable as wen as unusual, taken m connection with 
the fact that the party making it was enthely unknown 
to him, preyonted a comphance, but he requested his 
newly-mads acquaintance to give his name and address 
m wntmg, which was done, after a s%ht hesitation, upon 
a sHp of paper, m a bold firm hand, as fohows • 
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" Hercules J). Lofty, M. D. 
"Mobile, Alabama." 
Upon receiving tiis paper, Major Woodson informed 
Dr. Lofty that he would, in a short time, communicate 
■with him, and was in the act of turning away, when Dr. 
Lofty courteously observed, if you propose to walk up 
the street, I assure you, sir, it will afford me pleasure to 
walk with you, and improve an acquaiDtance so pleas- 
antly begun. Major "Woodson repUed that he contem- 
plated going in an exactly opposite direction (and they 
parted). Shortly after the termination of this interview 
between Dr. Lofty and Major Woodson, I was requested 
by the latter to convey a note to the former, and at 4 : 30 
p. M., of the same day was iutroduced to Dr. Lofty by 
my friend, Ool. Strong, iu the office of the Rankin 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HEIiCULES DIOGENES LOFTY, M. D. — HIS FtGDEB, DRESS AND 
BOW. 

Hebcules Diogenes Lofty, M, D., I found to be a man 
about six feet h^li, of robust frame, and swarthy com- 
plesion ; his face was cleanly shaYen, save an ebony 
moustache closely trimmed, that joined a small pair of 
side whiskers corresponding m color, and circular in 
shape, also closely trimmed. These gave to the con- 
tour of his face a resolute mihtary air ; aided by the 
lofty, far-seoing glance of his eagle-eye, his carriage was 
so erect that his body inchncd sHghtiy backwards. 

His dress consisted of a large white vest called by 
merchants " Turkish toweling," densely covered with long 
nap. Thia vest was so adjusted upon his person as to 
show one and three-fourth inches above the coUar of 
his black frock coat. This, with his cheeked shirt 
bosom, large neck-tie, and black pants, impressed the 
observer with the fact that the wearer was a man of 
pronounced gentihty. The address of Dr. Lofty was 
unusually courteous. He bowed habitually and pro- 
foundly. His obeisance inspired even the most inveter- 
ate opponents of the Code with admiration for its 
champion. As Coi Strong and myself approached Dr. 
Lofty he at once recognized Col. Strong, and bowing, 
expressed great deHght at the unexpected meeting. 
With unfeigned diffidence I attempt the description of 
the various evolutions necessary to accomplish this bow. 
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FroiQ his erect position, the left hand Nvas brought 
slowly, with a graceful motion, to the point to which the 
rim of his beaver would have extended had it been on 
his head ; then his body, from tho hip joint upward, ui- 
elined forward and downward until nearly parallel with 
the floor, his face upturned so that his gaze was on the 
face of Colonel Strong ; the left hand, at the same time, 
beii^ gracefully raised with two fillers and thumb held 
together, as if supporting his hat ; and, simultaneously, 
the right arm was, by a most graceful waving motion, 
extended in an almost horizontal position nearly at 
right angles with his body, and slightly drooping to the 
floor ; the hand extended, with palm to the front, and 
fingers close together. These evolutions wereperformed 
■with great deliberation and cautious precision. They re- 
quired several feet of clear space in front, flank, and 
rear. They were accompanied by a smUe which had 
gradually changed to a somewhat gloomy expression by 
the time the bow was complete. No pen can picture 
the harmony of all these simultaneous movements. 

I stood by, astonished and delighted at the great per- 
fection to which a bow could be brought. Colonel Strong 
bowed slightly and regained his perpendicular before 
one-third of tlie descent of Doctor Lofty's bow had been 
accomplished, and giving him a moment to recover hia 
breath after he had regained hia upright position, re- 
marked quietly, " Colonel Hurd, let me make you ac- 
quainted with Doctor Lofty." 

Thereupon Doctor Lofty commenced a gradual descent 
into a bow to me, remarldng, " Colonel Hurd, it makes 
me most happy, sir, to form your acquaintance ; I feel 
greatly honored, sir." Ifelt overwhelmed, and made an 
utter failure in my attempt to return his bow, as above 
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described. In fact (and I mention it witlimoriiificatioii) 
a chair was upset in my first effort, and in a second, 
hurriedly made upon a change of base (just as the frame 
of the Doctor was " trembhng on the rise "), the lower 
part of my back came so forcibly in contact with the 
wall as nearly to precipitate me upon the floor. My 
awkward imitation so discomposed me as to render the 
interview somewhat constrained. 
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MAJOR ■WOODSOS'S FIK8T NOTE. 

Havtnq been introduced to Doctor Lofty as narrated 
in the last chapter, our conversation was opened as 
follows : 

Hurd. I am requested by Major "Woodson to liaiid 
you this noto (presenting it). 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it will give me untold 
pleasure to receive the note you bear from Major 
Woodson. Wm you, sir, do me the courtesy of wait- 
ing on the veranda ; when there I will, with your permis- 
sion, do myself the honor of receiving it from your hand. 

Hurd (with feeble attempt to return the bow). Cer- 
tainly, su- (and we walked on the veranda where several 
persons were sitting and lounguig). 

Lofty (turning to Colonel Strong, who had remained 
behind). Colonel Strong (bow), will you do us the honor 
of joining us ? 

Strong. I will if you desire it (and he jomed us). 

Lofty. Now, gentlemen (bow), there are two of you 
here present, I am alone (standing very erect and 
looldng perfectly fearless as his eagle glance, after rest- 
ing an instant on us, looked far beyond and above ua 
into space). I, therefore, ask leave to call ia a witness 
to the important interview wo are about to have during 
which Colonel Hurd proposes to hand me a note of ritai 
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import from Major Woodson. If this favor is granted 
me (and I might demand it as a right), I will be deHght- 
ed to receive the important note now in Colonel Kurd's 
hands. 

Stroi^ and myself signifying our assent, Doctor Lof- 
ty remarked, " Then, gentlemen (bow), I mil retire and 
bring a witness " (and he retired, returning in a few min- 
utes with Doctor Courtney). By this time many curi- 
ous eyes were turned upon our party, and I suggested 
(as soon as Doctor Lofty rose from the bow which he 
made on his return) that a more private place might be 
found ; " Then," said Doctor Lofty, "gentlemen (bow), wiU 
you do me the great honor of ■walking to my apartment, 
room No. 7, where I will immediately receive with infi- 
nite pleasure the note in Colonel Hnrd's hand " (and we 
went in solemn procession). I, being raised in rural dis- 
tricts, could not restrain myself from a glance behind as 
we entered the room, and saw the outstretched necks 
of several waiters and chambermaids, with curiosity de- 
picted on each countenance, and two or three very well 
dressed gentlemen seemed to be smiling (of course not 
at us). 

Arrived in Lofty's room, I said, "Allow me now. 
Doctor, to present " (holding out the note) — 

Lofty. Pardon me. Colonel Hurd, for interrupting 
you (bow). You are now 'my guest, and I hope, sir, 
you wiU do me the honor of imbibing with me a Httle — 
whiskey — ^before proceeding with our most important 



Hurd. Excuse me. Doctor, I never drink whiskey. 
Lofty to Strong (bowing). Witt you then. Colonel, 
do me the honor of drinking with me? 
Strong (rather stiffly). Not any, tliank you. 



iDyGoo^le 



LESSONS mroEK THE CODE DtTELLO. 21 

Lofty ix> Doctor Courtney. Doctor Courtney, aa 
neither of these gentlemen drink, will you, sic, do me 
the honor of taking some with me ? (and they drank), 

Hurd. Doctor, allow me to hand you this note. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I will now do myself the 
honor of receiving the note you bear, but first allow me 
to remark that it would give me great pleasure if you 
would take just one drop with me before entering into 
this important business (bow). 

Upon my declining the one drop he touched the note 
delicately with his finger and thumb by the extreme 
lower corner, so as to support one half its weight, and 
said, " I take the liberty of supposing. Colonel, that you 
are aware of the contents of this note ? " 

Hurd. I am, sir. 

Lofty. Then I call on the gentlemen here present to 
witness the fact that I, Hercules Diogenes Lofty, now 
take from the hands of Colonel Hurd this note (taking it), 
(To me) : Colonel Hurd (bow), will you now be so kind as 
to inform me what it is your pleasure that I shall do 
with this note, 

Hurd. Head it, sir, and answer iE you are so disposed, 
at your convenience. Good evening, sir. And Colonel 
Strong and myself bowed and moved towards the door. 

Lofty. Gentlemen (bow), it will give me much pleas- 
ure and honor me greatly i£ you will be seated and wit- 
ness my reading of this note. And upon our taking seats 
he read the note as follows : 

" CoLTJMBDS, Ga„ July 18th, 1873. 

" Hercules D. Lotty, M. D. : 

" Sir ; will you please inform me of the nature of the 
communication you have for me ? 

" Eespeetfully, J. F. WoODSON." 
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Lofty. Now, gentlemen (bow), I -will detain you but 
a moment ; please do me the kindness to wait and 
bearmyrepIytoMajor Woodson. (We kept our seats and 
Doctor Lofty sat down to write, when, tuming to Doctor 
Coiu^aiey with a bow, he asked :) Doctor, will yon do 
me the honor of consulting your watch ; I regard it of 
the ntmost importance to "have the exact time. 

Dr. Courhm/ (looking at his watch). It is four and 
one half minutes after five, 

Lofiy (turning to me). Colonel, will you obHge me 
by consulting your pocket tune-piece, for, as I remark- 
ed, nothing can exceed the importance of having the 
correct time. 

Hurd (looking at his watch). My time is five pre- 
cisely. 

Lofty. I perceive. Colonel, that your time is just 
foxu: minutes and a half slower than my friend Doctor 
Courtney ; with your permission. Colonel, I shall do 
myseK the honor of adopting your time, I hope. Doctor 
Courtney, that you do not object (with bow to each of 
us in turn, and then he wrote his note, and rising 
mth his most courteous bow presented it to me, say- 
ing :) Colonel Hurd, wiUyou obl%e me by reading that 
note aloud, and inform me whether you will honor me 
by dehvering it to Major Woodson ? (I read it as follows :) 

"COLTTMBUS, GA., 

" Eahkin House, Room No. 7—5 p. m, 

" Major James F. Woodson, 

" My De4B Sir : 
" The communication which I hold, E have already 
had the honor to state to you, peisonally, is addressed 
to yourseK, and requires a personal delivery. 
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" Xou must pardon me if I decline to make any state- 
ment concerning it, save to deKver it to yourself. 
"I am, dear sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
" Hebculus D. Loptt, M. D." 

I then assured Doctor Lo% that it would afford me 
pleasure to comply -with his request, and Strong and 
myself, bowing sHghtly, withdrew. 

After we left the room, Strong was apparently af- 
fected -vnth toothache, and placed a handkerchief to 
his mouth, but soon recovered, and when we had gone 
some distance smiled. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

PEIVATB DBnjJNG FOB THE CAMPAIGN. 

I CONFESS that I felt chagrined after the interview 
described in chapters IV. and V. Being country raised, 
and only Imping associated with such gentlemen as are 
produced in the cities of Columbus, Montgomery, and 
Opelika, it had never been my fortune to associate 
with a gentleman so courteous and so accomplished in 
bowiag as Doctor Lofty, Feeling acutely that my educa- 
tion in that important accomplishment had been sadly 
neglected, I determined at once to remedy my deficiency ; 
but how ? No gentleman of my acquaintance could give 
me the necessary instruction ; a moment's reflection 
showed me that I must depend on my own unaided re- 
som-ces. At once a room with a large mirror was pro- 
cured and a rehearsal commenced. With my fii^t 
effort the centre-table behind me was overturned, with 
my second, my right hand was injured by a chair, with 
the third, my beaver was damaged by a falL These ex- 
periences taught me to reflect, first, that space six feet 
square at least was necessary; second, that care, cool- 
ness, and dehberation were absolutely essential. (Every- 
thing in life may be hurried except that bow.) Eailm-e 
after failiu:e was encountered with manly fortitude, but 
after hours of ceaseless practice, though aching in every 
sinew and joint, and especially in my neck, I considered 
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i passably proficient. But on performing before 
General Eoek, in my best style, his look of astonish- 
ment and inquiry made it apparent to my mind that a 
mistake must have been made by me in some of the 
details of the bow. 
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GHAPTEE Vn. 

MAJOE Woodson's second note successfujxt delivered. 

On the eighteenth day of Jiily, at the hoTir of 8:10 p. M., 
at the request of Major Woodson, accompanied by 
Colonel Strong, I bore his reply to Doctor Lofty'a last 
note. "We fotmd the Doctor in his apartment, after having 
learned by a special messenger that he was within and 
prepared to receive us. On our entrance, Doctor Lofty 
and Doctor Courtney arose. Doctor Courtney bowed 
sHghtly, as was usual among gentlemen with whom I 
had been formerly acquainted. 

Lofty (advancing to centre of room, turned to ua). 
Colonel Hurd, I am delighted to see you. Colonel 
Strong, you do me great honor in calling upon me (bow- 
mg separately to each of us). Colonel Strong made a 
alight inclination of his head. I stepped four feet in 
front of hun and commenced a regular bow, but Colonel 
Sirong, not being aware of my intention, caused me to 
be nearly upset by approaching too closely and commg 
m contact with mo when my bow was nearly complete. 
Hoping, however, that the unfortunate occurrence was 
not noticed, I said, " Doctor Lofty, allow me to present a 
note to you from Major "Woodson" (presenting it and 
bowing). 

Lofty (resumes, pohtely ignoring the offered note). 
Gentlemen (bow), I hope tliat you wiU now do me 
the honor of enjoying my hospitahty. Here stands 
upon this table a fresh bottle of whiskey, and I insist 
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upon your driniing witli me. I consider it important, 
gentlemen, that a drink should be taken, when possible, 
before entering upon any important business. 

Hard. Excuse me, Doctor, I do not drink whiskey. 

Strong. Excuse me, Doctor, I hare just eaten supper 
and never drink after supper. 

Lofty. Gentlemen (bow), I hope you will allow me 
to make a remark : On considerii^ the excuse of Col- 
onel Hurd, I can excuse him, while I, being a most can- 
did man, feel compelled to say that my -news do not by 
any means concur with his on the subject of drinking, and 
I hope that he will so far reconsider the position which 
he has taken as to place just two di'ops of whiskey in a 
tumbler of water, and go througli the form of drinking 
with me. 

Hurd. Not a drop. Doctor, if you will be so kind as 
to excuse me. 

Lofty. Colonel Strong (bow), I excuse Colonel 
Hurd, because he never drinks ; but you, I think, 
might take a few drops, and although I have just 
taken a drink, I wiU do myself the honor of imbibing 
with you. 

Strong. I would prefer not drinking. Doctor, 

Courtnetf. Gentlemen, please take seats (and we didso). 

Hurd (rising with pretty fair bow). Doctor Lofty, 
allow me to hand you this note from Major Woodson. 

Lc^ty (rising). Gentlemen (bow), it is my desire to be 
excused for one moment from the honor of receivii^ 
the note which Colonel Hurd has the kindness to pre- 
sent to me, in order that I may make a remark. Colonel 
Hurd, win you do me the honor to be seated ? (I resumed 
my seat.) Gentlemen, I was raised by a father who ob- 
served all the courtesies and refinements of life. From 
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my earUest infancy he tanght me to extend to every 
guest the hospitalities of my residence. In my early 
manhood I had the same lesson impressed upon me. 
My experience in later years has shown me the import- 
ance and value of my early education. I have always 
been considered a most accomplished gentleman, and I 
esteem it a duty I owe to myself, as well as to my 
guest, to offer and insist on his taking a drink of 
whiskey the moment he crosses my threshold, as well 
as when he departs, and always to keep the bottle con- 
venient for such intermediate drinks as it may suit his 
pleasure to take, holdir^ myself ready at aU times to 
drink with him. 

Strong (rising). Doctor Lofty, I have no recollection of 
receiving from my father any instruction on the subject 
of drinking, but have adopted the practice, and have 
foimd it at least a prudent one, to drink (if asked) when 
I wanted wluiskey, and when I did not want it to 
decline. 

Lofty. Colonel Sti-ong (profoimd bow), yours, sir, is 
true com-tesy. 

Hurd (rising and moving chairs, etc., to obtain a 
clear space). Gentlemen (bow almost perfect), I have the 
honor of bearing a note to Doctor Lofty which I now 
present. Doctor, wiU you do me the favor of receiving 
this note ? (presenting it). 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it affords me the greats 
est pleasure to receive the note you do me the honor to 
present (touching the note by the comer with half bow). 
May I be so bold as to surmise, sir, that you are aware 
of the contents of this note ? 

Hurd (with s%ht bow so as not to displace the note, 
which he stm holds by one comer). Tour surmise is 
correct. 
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LoffAj. Genflemen (slight bow with wave of left 
hand), I now call on aU of you to witness that I, Her- 
cules Diogenes Lofty, do now freely and voluntarily 
take this note from the hands of Colonel Geoi^e "W. 
Hurd. I take ft, being ^orant of its contents up to this 
moment, as a gentleman acting in my position should be 
at this stage of this most important and interesting pro- 
ceeding (takes the note, and descends mto a most 
profound bow. On regaining perpendicular) : Colonel 
Hurd, what is your desire that I should do with thia note ? 

Kurd. Doctor Lofty (very fair bow, only shghfcly im- 
peded by a chair), I hope yqur kindness will be so much 
extended as to do me the honor of reading the note, and 
afterwards take such course as your inclination and 
great experience shah dictate. 

Lofty. Gentlemen (bow), will you permit me to honor 
myself by complying with the courteous request of 
Colonel Hurd ? 

^rmg. There is no objection, Doctor ; proceed. 

Lofty. (First bowing profoundly, reads note as follows :) 

" Columbus, Ga., July 18, 1873. 
" HEitcuLEs D. Lofty, M. D. 

_ " 8iE : As I am compelled to mfer from your conversa^ 
tion of to-day, in which you desired me to " cross the 
river" for the purpose of reeeiviag a message with 
which you are chained, and also from the tenor of your 
note of to-day, that your message is a hostne one ; and 
as I am a citizen of, and hold an office in, Alabama, I 
cannot receive such a communication m that State. ' I 
have the pleasure, therefore, to inform you that your 
communication will be received here in Columbus at 
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such time as it may suit your conyenience to com- 
municate the same. 

" Very respectfully, 

"J. r. Woodson." 

After reading this note Doctor Lofty resumed as fol- 
lows : " Gentlemen, it gives me a sensation of great pleas- 
ure to read a note so courteously expressed from a 
gentleman of such high standing and position as Major 
Woodson (bow to Colonel Strong and myself). Will you 
do me the kindness of remaining where you are while 
my friend Doctor Courtney and myself retire to hold a 
short consultation ? It would giyo me infinite pleasure 
if you would, while waiting, divest yourselves of your 
coats and vests and make yourselves at home in my 
humble apartment, and, gentlemen (half turn and bow 
to the table where the bottle stood), if you should on 
reflection change your minds on the subject of drinkii^, 
please do not hesitate to call me, and I wiU do n 
tlie honor of drinking with you or either of you." 

Uxit Doctors Lofty and Courtney, with bows, etc. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



AS TO THE PBOOEEDIXHS PRECEDING THE rKELrMINAET 
COERESPOSDESCE IN AN AFFAIR OP HONOIi, 

On the return of Doctors Lofty and Courtney, after 
the private consultation referred to in the last chapter, 
some conversation between Colonel Strong and Doctor 
Courtney ensued, and both of them retired from the 
apartment, leaving Doctor Lo% and myself alone ; 
turning to me, he said, " Colonel Hurd (bow), I propose 
now to do myself the honor of taking off my coat and 
vest in your presence, and hope your wiU tindly consent 
to do the same." 

Hurd. Please excuse me, Doctor, I am so accustomed 
to wearing my coat that I would not feel equal to the 
occasion with it off. 

Lofly. Colonel Hurd (bow), I accept your excuse as 
sufficient, and, with your permission, will drink to your 
health, prosperity and long hfe, deeply regretting that 
your (pardon me for saying it) erroneous principles pre- 
vent your joining me. (I bowed, he drank, and con- 
tinued : ) I now seat myself to reply to the note which 
I had the honor of receiving from your hands, but be- 
fore douag so. Colonel, I wish to call your attention to a 
portion of this note which has caused me most intense 
pain and suffering. I was deeply grieved by tte same 
thing hi the last note, but supposed the pohteness of 
Major Woodson would cause him to correct the dis- 
courtesy. Pardon me for using the word " discourtesy " 
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(I am a plain, blunt man) in connection -with so polished 
a gentleman as your friend. It is with pain and morti- 
fication that I feel myself compelled to call your atten- 
tion to so unpleasant a circumstance, 

Hurd (alarmed, forgetting to bow). Oh, Doctor, to 
what do you allude ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow, without rising), I -will 
proceed to explain to you my groat grief, as weU as my 
wounded feeUngs will permit. Let me respectfully eaU 
to your attention the fact that in my note to Major 
Woodson, borne by yourself, and written just 5 p. m., I 
addressed him as Major James F. "Woodson. Do you 
observe that I am addressed by him m these notes (pro- 
ducmg Major "Woodson's two notes), as Hercules D. 
Lofty, M. D ? It was a terrible wound to me to be so 
addressed, and a man of your poUshed and most cour- 
teous manners can sympathize with me. I assure you 
I am always accustomed to be called Colonel. In fact, 
from my early manhood I have been recognized by that 
title ; and (laying his hand upon his heart) have a bet- 
ter right to it than most men who are so addressed. 
Never, in ah the affairs of honor which I have con- 
ducted, have I been addressed by a lower title. 
I hope. Colonel, you wih pardon my candor (bow), but 
you, notwithstanding your uniform courtesy, havo 
caused me great grief by addressing me as Doctor 
Lofty. 

Hurd (rising, and carefully avoiding chairs, etc., bows). 
Colonel Lo%, allow me at once to explam and apol- 
ogize for Major "Woodson and myself. Neither of us ever 
tnew you until to-day. Our ignorance on this import- 
ant subject is owing to the retired Hfe led by both of us. 
"We are merely lawyers, and the great distance which 



ism. jy Google 



PKACnCAi LESSONS UNDEK THE CODE DTJELLO. 33 

has tmfortimatelj separated us from youj' place of resi- 
dence, and our not being in the habit of associating 
with all of the great men of this age, is our excuse for 
neTer heretofore having had the honor of hearii^ of 
you. Will you be kind enough. Colonel, to recollect fiiat 
when Major Woodeon had the honor of fo rming your ac- 
quaintance he requested you to i^Tite your name and 
address, and you gave him this shp of paper which 
reads ; 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. 
" Mobile, Ala." 
He followed this direction in addressing you, and no 
disrespect was intended. In fact, sir, this city has been 
searched ia vain for some gentleman of your acquaint- 
ance from Mobile who could give information as to your 
correct title, A feeling of delicacy alone prevented a 
personal appHcation to yourself. This error, let me as- 
sure you, will not be repeated. 

-£o/(y (rising). Colonel Hurd (bow), say no more. 
"Your apology is accepted. The high respect I have been 
compelled to entertain for you made me feel confi- 
dent that some mistake existed on your part, and no iu- 
tentionai disrespect was intended. In order to con- 
vince you of my undiminished respect, I will do 
myself the honor of again drinking to your good health, 
regretting, as I shall always do, your inability to join 
me. I take the Hberty of expressing again my abhor- 
rence (pardon the word) of any resolution wMch pre- 
vents a gentleman from drinking whiskey (and he bowed 
and drank, and I bowed). Now, Colonel, I will proceed 
at once to answer Major Woodson's note. Before doing 
so, however, allow me to call your attention to a most 
important matter. I, sir, have had the honor of receiv- 
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mg two notes from M.jor Woodson ; in each of them I 
findMjself adtessedas "Sir." You will please remark 
that I Wm my notes addressed Major Woodson as 
My De„ ar." Now, Colonel, yoa are aware of lire 
™st mrportmoo n, aifaixs of honor of having note, 
properly addressed. In fact, I regard it as next^in im! 
portanoe to ha™g the exact and oorreet time. The 
smiplo mention of this «11 be sufficient, I hope, to cause 
all future notes from Major Woodson to be properly ad- 

t^atthe^om^sronof so nnportant a matter was uniu- 

the ™tmg of the word "Sir," was mdntentional. On the 
contrary ho mtonded to write that word and no other. 
Ihe most expert and poKshed duelists in this sectdou of 
the comitry were consulted before the word was used 
and dthongh then: opinion should ordinarily weigh little 
i^aanst yours, siill. Major Woodson, out of relpect to 
thern, harag consulted them, feds bound to let the 
word stand m written, and wiE, in all ful„e correspond- 
ence eontmue to address you as " Sir " 

LoAg. Colonel Hurd (bow), in condderation of those 
most remarkable cncumstances I feel constrained to 
withdraw my objection. I will not, howevor, in any 
future duel aUow this precedent to haye any weight I 
regard this as an exception to the general rule wMch 
should goTem an affai- of honor. Now, Colonel Hurd I 
wish your ad™o on an inportant point relatmg to my 
reply to Major Woodson's note. The question is, shi 
l««amaddrosshimas«MyDearSn-,"oras "Sir'" Bt 
eTOry principle of dueling I should address Mm as "My 
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Dear Sir," but eonsidering the remarkable and unprece- 
dented circumstances of this case, Major Woodson being 
prevented from addressing me as " My Dear Sir," by the 
advice of friends, who really (pardon me for saying it) 
know but Ettle about conducting affairs of honor, I am 
at a loss how to reply ; and being convinced, Colonel, 
that you probably know more about dueling than any 
man in America, except myseK, therefore, in this emer- 
gency Hercules D. Lofty asks Geoi^e W. Hurd to ad- 
vise him. 

Hurd. Colonel Lo% (bow perfect), yon do me too 
much honor, you overwhelm me. Sir, I am but a child 
compared with you in this noble science. In fact there 
are gentlemen in this city who are more proficient 
than myself in the etiquette of dueling. Xou do yourself 
great injustice by asking my advice, and it would indeed 
be indelicate and presumptuous in me to attempt to 
instruct you, I can only say, if you are pleased to ad- 
dress Major "Woodson as " My Dear Sir," it will honor 
me to bear your note. If, on the contrary, you shoidd 
address him as " Sir," I will be equally honored by being 
the bearer. 

Lffty. Then, Colonel, I will have to decide the point 
for myself, and assure you that Hercules D. Lofty has 
never much difficulty in deciding anything. But let me 
call your attention to one other point. In neither of 
the notes th&t I have had the honor to receive from 
Major Woodson, are you accredited to me as the bearer, 
I hope tliat Major Woodson wiU do me the honor and 
yourself the justice to correct this most important de- 
fect. I am at a loss to understand how a hostile meet- 
ing can be arranged without an observance of this point. 
This omission I am sure was unintentional. 
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Hurd. Colonel Lo% (bow), the omission you mention 
was mtentional. After consnlling the most experienced 
duehsts and examining ah the published works at om- 
command, no case bearing any analogy to this could be 
found or remembered. It cannot be caUed "the pre- 
Hmmary correspondence." It seems to precede "the 
prehminary correspondence." It is a correspondence 
between a second and a principal, for which we 
have been unable to find a precedent. I would there- 
fore propose, with deference, however, to your more ex- 
perienced judgment, to name it " a proceeding preced- 
mg the preHminary correspondence m an aifair of 
honor." 

Lofty- Colonel Hurd (thoughtful bow without the 
smae), your suggestion is very forcible, and I shah do 
myself the honor of agreeing with you as to the name. 
Although I have conducted many affairs of honor m this 
way, I still find some preplexing matters in this most 
courteous note ; the pohte refusal of Major Woodson 
to go to Alabama^ and the statement that he is will- 
ing to receive here the note I bear. May I be so bold. 
Colonel, as to request your assistance in unravehne 
this difficulty? 

Hurd. Colonel Lo% (how), I assure you your last 
note, m connection with your verbal request, equally 
perplexed Major Woodson. No construction could be 
placed on your action, except that the note you bore 
was a peremptory challenge. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I cannot see what other 
construction Major Woodson could place upon it. 

Burd. You will perceive that Major Woodson was 
bound to presume that you knew the law of the State 
of your r""''^ 
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Lofiy. Certainly. 

Hurd. He was also bound to presume tliat jou would 
not do an act unbecoming a gentleman. 

Lofty. Certainly, most assuredly. 

Hurd. It would be such an act for you to deliver Mm 
a hostile note at a point where his reception of it would 
depriye T^jtii of an office, for he would be more damaged 
by reeeiting than you would be by delivering it. 

Lofty. Certainly. 

Surd. The question then was what could he presume 
consistently with the presumption that you were acting 
as a gentleman, which, being beyond all dispute, over- 
rode aU other presumptions. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (without a bow), it is a most re- 
markable case ; what did he presume ? 

Hurd. Colonel (bow), he presumed that you did not 
tnow where he resided, and had never heard of him 
before. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow, with bland smile, continu- 
ing until the bow was nearly complete). Major Woodson 
did me but justice, and with your permission I will take 
time to answer Iiis note. Will you do me the honor 
of calling at 10 p. M., for my answer? 
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CHAPTER IS. 

COLONEL LOFI'Y'S EEPLY, HIS WHISKEY AND HIS EASY-CHAIE. 

Precisely at thirty-five minutea after nine p. m.. 
Colonel Strong and myself repaired to Colonel Lo%'8 
apartment and found him alone. 

Advancing to centre of room, Colonel Lofty bowed 
and said : " Gentlemen, you do me much honor in calhng 
upon me. AUoiv me to express my great delight at 
seeing you. Permit me to call your attention to the 
fact that there is a fresh bottle of whiskey on the table. 
I would invite you to drink with me, were it not that I 
, have been twice pained by a refusal ; still, gentlemen, if 
you wisli a drink, I mil do myself the honor of joining 
you." 

Eurd (bowing). I hope, Colonel, that we have not 
intruded ourselves before your note was finishod, and 
that we have not inconvenienced you by keeping you 



Strong (s%ht bow). Colonel Lofty (he had been in- 
formed by me as to Colonel Lofty's titie), we called by 
appointment for a note. 

Lofty. Gentlemen (bow), I assure you that yon need 
never feel that you intrude upon me. I will feel honored 
by your comii^ at any hour, day or n^ht. Please al- 
ways enter my room without knocking and make your- 
selves at liome. (And tumiiig to me continued— Colonel 
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Strong having iaken a seat unasked, saying that he felt 
tired :) Colonel Huni, I wiU state, that although you 
come exactly at the moment of time agreed on you do 
not find me unprepared for your visit. It never takes 
Hercules D. Lofty long to do anything, and when he 
says he will have a note written at a certain time, it will 
be written by or before that time, for Hercules Diogenes 
Lo% never hes. No, never! In fact. Colonel, my note 
was completed just seven minutes before you did me 
the honor of entering my humble apartment, which gave 
me ample time to take a drink before you came. I 
never waste time, and therefore nearly always take my 
whiskey straight. I took the liberty of drinking before 
you came, gentlemen (bow), supposing that you would 
not join me, but if either of you have changed your mmds 
on this subject (and allow me to hope that you have), 
I will, as I had the honor to remark upon your entrance, 
be gratified by imbibmg a httle more with you. 

Strong (without rising or bowing). We only called 
to get a note, Colonel, and I think it is getting late. 

Lofty. I will then, without further ceremony, do my- 
self the honor. Colonel Hurd, of handing you my reply 
to that most pohte note which I received from your 
hands with bo much pleasure (presentiug note. I took 
it delicately by the corner as I had seen Colonel Lofty 
do when I presented notes to him, and remarked, bow- 
ing:) 

^'Colonel Lo%, may I trouble you by inquiring what 
it is your desire that I shaJl do with this note ? " 

Lqfly. Colonel Kurd (bow), it will afford me much 
pleasure if you will read aloud the letter which I have 
placed in your hands, and inform me whether or not 
you will consent to bear it to Major Woodson. 
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Eurd (bow). It will give me pleasure. Colonel Lofty, 
to at once comply with your kind request. And I read 
as follows : 

" ConTMBUS, July 18, 1873, 9:38 r. m. 
" From Hoora No. 7, Eakkin Hoitbe. 

" Major J. T. Wc 



" Ms Dear Sm :— Your communication of this date, 
by the hands of Colonel George W. Hurd, as this 
moment received -" 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), it is with pain that I 
mention the fact, but I am compeUed by a sense of 
honor almost as delicate as your own would be under 
similar circumstances to decKne to be the bearer of this 
note. Allow mo, sir (bow), to return it to you (folding 
and offering to return it). 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd, you surprise and pain me be- 
yond measure by your polite refusal to bear this note. I 
assure you, sir, that I endeavored to express it politely. 
"What can there be in it that you object to ? Let me 
try to correct it. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), it would be un- 
pardonable presumption in me to suggest to so experi- 
enced^ a duelist and polished a gentleman as yourself 
anything without being forced to do so by your insisting 
on it. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I do insist on it. I assure 
you no insult was intended, and if you will do me the 
favor of mentioning your objection I wih hasten to cor- 
rect it. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), it is with re- 
luctance that I mention what to you may seem, at first 
a trivial pomt. I had the honor of being introduced to 
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you by my friend, Colonel Strong. You iavited "him to 
join in our first conference, and he has been with me ia 
each Tisit I have made to you. Neither he nor myseU 
were named in Major Woodson's informal notes as their 
bearers. Nor do I deem it necessajy that either of us 
should be named in your note as the bearer ; yet, sir, I 
cannot suffer my friend to be ignored and have my own 
name alone mentioned. Therefore, Colonel, with pain 
I return you this note. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), you are un- 
doubtedly correct, sir ; allow me to say that you have a 
most delicate sense of honor, which I respect and ad- 
mire. With your approval I will re-write this note, so 
as to correct this most egregious error (takh^ the 
note). 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I do not know 
that the error can now be corrected ; the shaft has flown, 
and without the consent of my Mend, Colonel Stroi^, I 
cannot sanction an amendment. 

And we both turned to Colonel Stroi^, who, to my 
horror, I saw was sleeping, as quietly as an infant, in 
a comfortable rocldng-chair. As we turned he awoke, 
and remarked, yawning, and without a bow, " Are not 
you gentlemen ahnost through ? " And then, without 
raising his head, he turned his eyes to Colonel Lofty 
and remarked coolly : " Colonel, I hope you will excuse 
my nodding (he said nodding, but I felt sure he had 
been sleepii^). Toutold us to make ourselves at home, 
and I always nod at home when I have been up the 
night before." And then to me, " Colonel, I am ready 
when yon are, it is getting late." 

Hurd. Colonel Strong, Colonel Lofty and myself were 
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just discussing a matter of some deKcacy conceming 
you and myself. 

Strong. "Well, what was it ? 

Hurd. In this note Colonel Lofty mentions my name 
but omits yours ; he now proposes to write the note 
over BO as to include your name, if you are wiUing. 

Strong. I think. Colonel, it will saye time to take it 
as it is. I do not care about my name being men- 
tioned. 

Hwd. Colonel Lofty (bow), as my Mend, Colonel 
Strong, waives the uiiintenfdonal discourtesy which you 
did him, I will with your consent continue the reading 
of your note (and he gave it to me again and I read as 
foUows :) 

" I would suggest to you that I can see no reason 
that would make it more proper for me to dehyer the 
message I bear here than in Alabama. If there should 
be a reason which would make Georgia preferable to 
you, I-submit that the same thing would cause me to 
prefer Alabama. However, I will, if you desire, deliver 
my message to you, either at Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
or upon the east bank of the Savamiah Elver, in front 
of the city of Augusta, Georgia, as you may select. I 
ha^e had the honor to explain to Colonel G. "W. Hurd 
that I did not know anything prevented your reception 
of the message at the point I indicated first. 

" If you win be Mnd enough to state to me upon 
what day and at what point you will meet me, I shall 
have groat pleasure in delivering my message. 
" I am, dear Sir, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 
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Surd. Colonel Lofty (bow), havii^ now complied 
■with your request, I -nrffl feel honored by bearing this 
note. May I inqnirQ to whom it is your desire ttiat I 
shall bear it ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I will be much honored 
if you will dehver it in person to your friend Major 
Woodson. 

Hurd. Colonel Lo% (bow), it wiU afford me much 
pleasure to do so, and I beg that you wih allow me in 
the meantime to place this note m my pocket. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd, I grant your request with great 
pleasure. In fact, sir, I consider that in affaire of 
honor, at this stage of the proceedings, a note may be, 
with perfect propriety, placed in the pocket of the 
bearer; in fact it might, under certain circumstances, add 
to the secrecy absolutely necessary ia a matter of such 
vast importance, and I cannot at this moment see how 
any offense could be taken, especially when the request 
is so politely made. (And I put it in my pocket, and 
called up Colonel Strong, who, to use his own expres- 
sion, had nodded again.) 

Strong. Colonel Lofty, you really must excuse my 
nodding, I was up nearly aU last night, and feel ex- 
hausted from loss of sleep. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), we will now bid you good 
night, but before doing so will you permit me to con- 
sult my watch in your presence ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it affords me pleasure to 
grant your request. As you may have heard me hereto- 
fore remark, I consider an accurate observation of time 
a most important and indispensable necessity in con- 
nection with affairs of honor. 

Hurd (taking out his watch, examining the time, and 
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replacing it). Colonel Lofty (Tdow), I perceive on the 
examination I have bad the honor to make, by yoiir 
kind permission, that it is now five minutes of eleven 
p. M. May I be so bold as to inquire whether it would 
suit your convenience better to receive an answer to 
this note to-night or in the morning ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hiu-d (bow), day or night it is the 
same to mo. Usually I do not retire before one or two 
A. M. when engaged in affairs of honor, and do not ex- 
pect to do so before the last-named hour to-night. Cer- 
tainly not until (a half turn and bow toward the table 
whereon the bottle stood) I have exhausted my supply 
of whiskey, and were it not for your prejudices on that 
subject, which, allow me to say, I never can concur in, I 
■would prefer your returning to-night to participate with 
me in my agreeable occupation ; but as you do not 
drink, possibly to-morrow would suit you better, and I 
would surest the hour of 10 : 45 A. m. I have plenty of 
money to pay ray expenses. (And all bowing. Colonel 
Stroi^ and myself retired.) 

After making our exit from Colonel Lofty's apart- 
ment I asked Colonel Strong what he was laughing at ? 
He said at a dream he had while nodding. I told him 
that I had been much mortified at finding him asleep 
on an occasion of such importance, and asked him 
what his dream was about He said he had dreamed 
that Colonel Lofty and myself had bowed to each 
other and continued to bow and bow imtil we both hap- 
pened to bow at the same time, and that our foreheads 
struck together with a report like a pistol shot, and then 
he turned suddenly to me and asked what made my 
forehead so red? I told him that his conduct in go- 
ing to sleep under such circumetances was enough to 
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bring the blood to tie face of Ms Mends, if not to 
his own. And he said, " Well, 'twas but a dream at 
the best," and we then and there entered into an 
agreement that he should never tell his absurd 
dream. 
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CHAPTER X. 

AN UNEXPLAINjUSM INaULT. ASOTHER DUEL OS TAPIS. 

On the momii^ of the nineteenth, at 8 A. M., I had 
the pleasure of mcetuig Colonel Lofty in one of the 
passages of the hotel. He came forward with a pro- 
found bow, grasped my hand cordially, and addressed 
me thus : 

" Colonel Hul^3, 1 am surprised and delighted to find 
you out at so early an hour. It is quite unusual with 
me to be astir so early. I generally, after taldng my 
first morning drink at 7 A. m, indulge in a refreshing 
nap, but on this occasion, finding my bottle empty, 
have dispensed with my nap in order that I may have 
it replenished, and feel myself fuUy compensated for 
the loss of it by the unexpected pleasure of meeting 
you. I hope you can spare a few moments of your 
valuable time that we may hare the plet^ure of a social 
conversation, laying aside, as it -were, for the moment, 
that formality it is absolutely necessary we should pre- 
serve in our formal meetings. Hercules D. Lofty wants 
to talk to George W. Hurd." 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I am entirely at your 
disposal, and assure you that to me your society is al- 
ways most agreeable and instructive, and never having 
had the pleasure of scciiig you relax yourself fi'om that 
stately formahty which characterizes Colonel Hercules 



ism. jy Google 



I'EACriCAL LESSORS UNDIilK TIIB CODE DUELLO. 4Y 

D. .Lo%, the suggestion you make is doubly accept- 
able. 

Lofty. Colonel Hm-d (bow about one-third less pro- 
found than usual), while you honor me greatly by your 
courteous remarks, allow me to say that I thint you do 
me but justice, and to assure you, Colonel, that the re- 
gard and admiration you express for me are reciprocated 
to the utmost extent. Permit me to express the candid 
opinion, for there is nothing that Hercules D. Lofty so 
much abhors as flattery, that by the time you arrive at 
my age you wiU probably be the most pohshed gentle- 
man to be found on the face of the globe. I then, in 
all human probability, will have passed away, not in 
consequence of the ravt^es of natural decay, but from 
the results of old wounds or new ones received upon 
the field of honor, for Hpreules D. Lofty carries his Kfe 
in one hand, his honor in the other. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow as near the example set 
by Colonel Lofty, in his last, as possible), you do me 
too much honor, and but for your distinct disavowal, I 
would suppose you intended to flatter me, a thing, that 
like yourself, I utterly detest. Allow me to say that 
what little polish and courtesy you find in me are due 
to your example. "Who could be otherwise than poUte 
and courteous while in your presence ? 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow little lower than his last), 
what you say is ordinarily true, but it pains me to call 
your attention to the fact that your friend Colonel 
Strong is not so (pardon me for referring to it) polished 
and pohte aa yourself, and I might say that m one in- 
stance he treated me (pardon mc again, Colonel! almost 
rudely. 

niu-d. Colonel Lofty (bow low, as Colonel Lofty's 
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last), perhaps I can offer an excuse for . my friend. 
Night before last lie did not sleep at all, and his nod- 
ding in that luxurious arm-chair, to which, of course, 
you refer, was unintentional on his part ; exhausted 
nature claimed repose, and he momentarily yielded him- 
self to the tender embraces of Morpheus. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (two-thifd bow), your sense of 
honor, is more delicate than that of amy gentleman I 
have eyer had the honor to meet, but even without your 
excuse for your friend, I could weU see how any man 
m^ht fall asleep in that chair. No ! I do not complain 
of that. What pained me so much was of a much 
graver nature. In fact, I have rarely been more pained 
and grieved than I was at what must have been (pardon 
my repeating it) an intentional rudeness on the part of 
Colonel Strong. 

H%rd. To what. Colonel, do you allude ? What can 
my friend have done to give you so much grief ? It 
certainly could not have been intentionah 

Lofty. My dear Colonel (bow), I will proceed briefly 
to explain to you my great grief, to lay bare to you my 
heart, knowing that a gentleman of your keen sensi- 
bility must sympathize with me. Colonel, do you rec- 
ollect that when you and Colonel Strong first entered 
my humble apartment, I invited Colonel Strong to 
drink with me ? Now I ask you upon your honor as a 
gentleman, if you ever saw a drink of whiskey more 
courteously offered ? 

Murd. Colonel Lofty (bow), your courtesy cannot be 
surpassed, and I must say that in offering a drink to a 
guest, you, in grace of manner, excel the celebrated 
Lord Chesterfield. 

Tjofty (two-third bow). Did you observe, Colonel, 
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that Colonel Strong, although my offer -was so pohtely 
made, actually refused to diink ? I was wounded to the 
quick. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), pardon my re- 
marking it, but I hope you wiU do me the honor to 
recoUect that I at the same time also refused to drink, 
and if you are offended with my friend, you must also 
be equally so ivith me. Allow me then, while express- 
ing my und imini shed regard for you, to terminate this 
interview. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), you do me in- 
justice, .Tour case stands on a very different footing, 
Tou informed me that you never drank, and while dis- 
approving the principles which actuated you, and feel- 
ing it my duty so to express myself, I now assure yon 
that no offense wi^ taken in consequence of your 
refusal. 

Surd. I see, Colonel, that I have uniutentionally done 
you an injustice. Please proceed to explain the wrong 
you think my friend has done, and perhaps I may be 
able to account for it to your satisfaction. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (fuU bow without the smUe), it 
cannot be accounted for ; still I wiU do myself the honor 
to explain it, and at least have the consolation of your 
sympathy. As I remarked. Colonel Strong refused to 
drink with me when I first asked him, and he did not 
refuse, in that (pardon me again) polite and courteous 
manner which you or myself would adopt I will not 
mortify you by describii^ his manner, which we both 
ol:^erved. Again, when I did myself the honor of invit- 
ing him to drink a second time, he again refused in a 
manner — well, I wiU only say that it was not so 
courteous as yours. Now, Colonel, soon after you 



iD.Google 



O'-' DOWH" THE RIVEK ; OE. 

honored me -with your first yisit, in waiting up iho 
principal sti-eet in this city, called, I think, Broad Street, 
T did myself the plcasui-e of lookup into a saloon where 
t had taken several drinks since my arrival, and what 
sir, do you think I saw ? 

Hurd. "What? 

Lo/ty. I was horrified by seeing your Mend, Colonel 
Strong, in the very act of raising a tumbler to his hps. 
I confess that I was so much pained that I turned upon 
my heel, without even ma.kii^ a remark, or taking a 
drink myself. Now, Colonel, you see that it is placed 
beyond all doubt, that Colonel Strong's action can 
never be satisfactorily accounted for. Hercules D. 
Lo% knows his duty and dares to do it (standing erect 
with a most feaiiess and dignified air), I will be com- 
pelled immediately to send a note to Colonel Stroi^ by 
an accredited friend, demanding an apology in writing, 
and a that is refused, blood must flow, to wash clean 
my honor. 

Hurd. Colonel Lo% (bow rather tremulous), aJIoiv 
me to have the honor of saying one word. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), while notliing you can 
say can alter my firm resolve, I will do myself the honor 
of hearing all you can say for your friend. 

Surd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I now proceed 
to do myself the honor of discu^ing the position you 
mention. Your grief is occasioned, it seems to me, by 
two facts. Krst : That Colonel Strong intended to in- 
sult you by his refusal Second : That his manner dis- 
tressed you. Do I state the position faii-ly? 

JOqfty (bow). You state it most fau-ly and clearly. 

Hurd. Then, sir, I wiU, with your kind indulgence, 
explain Colonel Sti-ong's taking the drink you witnessed. 
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Toil will please do me tie honor to recollect tliat I in- 
formed you that every effort -was made by Major Wood- 
son's friends to ascertain your exact and proper title, so 
as not to do you injustice in addressii^ notes to you. 
After all other places of business had been resorted to 
for that information without success, it was reported 
that you had been seen enterii^ the saloon you refer 
to, and several others of litetind; thereupon the friends 
of Major Woodson dispersed to those places in hopes 
of obtaitmig the desired information, and it fell to Col- 
onel Strong's lot to Tieit the place where you were so 
pained by seeing him ; and while there, simply and 
alone to prevent the possibility of wounding your feel- 
ings, he was compelled to talte a drink as an excuse for 
entering into a conversation with the bar-keeper and 
others present. 

Lofty. Colonel Hiurd (bow), we have the honor to be 
involved in a most intricate and astounding affair 
of honor, and, Colonel, I am boimd to say that your 
lucid explanation, so far, places Colonel Strong in some- 
what better light than I had conceived possible, not 
being aware of the facts yon have mentioned ; but allow 
me to remark, that it is impossible for you to explain 
the (pardon me) want of courtesy of Colonel Strong. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I will do myself the 
honor of attempting it. Colonel Stroi^, as you are prob- 
ably aware, is a scion of one of the first !md most distin- 
guished families of North Carohna, Tou are not from . 
that State, I beUeve, Colonel ? 

Lqfiy. No, sir. 

Surd. Then permit me to refer to a pceuharity well 
known to ua about the scions of such famihes. They 
are, pardon me, you know, just a little careless about 



;„Goo^Ie 



<>'5 DOWN THE KrV-EE J OE, 

the details of etiquette and cotirtesy, which you and 
myself admire so much, acting, I suppose, on the sup- 
position that eyery one knows them to be gentlemen. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I am aware of the pecu- 
liarity to which you refer, but feel it due to myself to 
say, that where one of those gentlemen associates with 
Hercules Diogenes Lo%, the pecuharities of States and 
of families must give way. Hercules Diogenes Lofty 
must be treated by those rules of poKteness which he 
recognizes, and Colonel Strong must either apologize 
in writing or meet me on the " field of honor." I must 
insist either on blood, or an apology, 

Rurd. Colonel Lo% (bow), only to prevent the flow 
of blood would I be so bold as to make a su^estion to 
you ; but, feehng it to be my daty, I surest respectfully 
that an informal note might answer every piupose, and 
Colonel Strong might possibly explain to your satisfac- 
tion. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), while I, like yourself, al- 
ways wish to avoid a flow of blood, yet, in this instance, 
I feel bound by every principle of honor to act in the 
manner first indicated by me. Tor any man to dechne 
to drink with Hercules I). Lofty, except (bow) when the 
gentleman dec linin g never drinks, is a wound to my 
honor which must be redressed under the code. May I 
be so bold, Colonel, f« to inquire how you think Col- 
onel Strong win answer the note I intend to send 
him ? It is a matter of the utmost indifference to me, 
and I merely ask your opinion as an act of courtesy to 
yourself. 

Hiked. Colonel Lo% (bow), you overpower me by 
yoiu: poKtenees. Tour question, however, is by no 
means easy to answer ; much depends upon the humor 
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Colonel Strong is in when your friend delivers your 
note. If it should be immediately after he has read 
some pleasant and -well-deserved compliment to one of 
his editorials, or in a genial mood, he may answer your 
note in a very kind and conciliatory manner. H, on 
the contrary, your friend finds liim in a bad humor, 
-which, by the way, is most probable — say Just after cor- 
recting a bad piece of proof— his answer would, in all 
probabOity, be anj^thing but conciliatory. 

iMfty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I feel under deep and 
lasting gratitude for your views on this most important 
subject, and for your sympathy in my great grief. But 
it is to me perfectly immaterial what eouree Colonel 
Strong may see fit to ptirsue on the reception of my 
note. With your permission I will remark, that when I 
had the honor to meet you I was on my way to the bar- 
room under this hotel, designing when there to imbibe 
a little whiskey ; and, but for those principles of yours, 
of which I cannot, with coirrtesy to yourself, express my 
fuU abhorrence, which forbid your drinking, we might, 
durii^ this most interesting conversation, have taken 
several drinks. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), please excuse me for hav- 
mg detained you so long. I really never know how to 
tear myself away from your pleasant society (and i 
bowed and t ' '" 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

THE MIDXIGHT DUEL. 



My next interview with Colonel Lofty was an informal 
one, in Ms apartment, at 9:42 a, m. 

After a most courteous reception, in tlie urbane and 
dignified manner for wliicli the Colonel is so distin- 
guished, I iatrodueed the conversation as follows : 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (two-third bow), the place which 
Major Woodson is inclined to select, at which to do him- 
self the honor of receiving the important note you bear, 
is Neil's Landing, m Florida ; I mention this fact mform- 
aUy, to ascertain whether you have any objection to 
that point. If the place designated does not suit you, 
some other will be named. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (two-third bow), no place could be 
mentioned which would suit me better. And permit me 
to say, that your deUcate manner of intimating the fact 
before mating a formal announcement, does both you 
and myself great honor ; excels any practice under the 
code that I have ever witnessed, except in some of the 
affairs which I have had the honor heretofore to con- 
duct myself. I suppose. Colonel, that you always keep 
the code near you, 

Hurd. Colonel Lo% (two-third bow), I always have it 
with me, and since I have been honored by mating 
your acquaintance, sleep mth it under my head. 
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Lofty. Colonel Hurd (two-third bow), I have long since 
adopted that practice myself, and find it adds to the 
clearness of mj thoughts. Often in the still, small hours 
of the night, the vision of a most interesting duel ia 
presented before my miud's eye, as clearly defined in 
every particular as if it were reaL Observe how much 
worn my code is. Colonel, Just above you on the mantle- 
piece — allow me to show it to you (and he handed it to 
me). 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (two-third bow), with your per- 
nussion I will read it (and obtaining the permission asked, 
read it* and then remarked) : Colonel, this code which 
I have the honor of receiving from your hands, is one 
which I have never heretofore had the pleasure of see- 
ing ; I perceive it is " thirty-six commandments " is- 
sued by the fire-eaters of Ireland in 1777, and adopted 
by the "Knig hts of Tara. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (two-third bow), you astonish 
me, by the statement that you never heard of this 
world-renowned code of honor. Why, sir, many years 
i^o, the opponents of our noble profession attempted 
to burlesque this code upon the stage, but the effort 
did not succeed. You will notice that under it when a 
gentleman apologizes for certain offenses, he has to do 
so on bended knees, presenting a cane to his antagonist 
with which to flog him. It is the most beautiful cere- 
mony I ever witnessed. I am indeed surprised, that a 
gentieman so remarkably pohshed, and educated in 
dueling as yourself, should not have heard of it. 

Hurd. Colonel (bow), you do me injustice. I hope 

you will do me the honor of recoUeeting that I did not 

express myself as ignorant of the esistcucc or contents of 

*For copy of tlie Irish code, see Appeudis, 
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this remarkable code ; but that mj remark was, that I 
had never had tho pleasure of "seeing" it. I have 
" heard " of it from my " earhest infancy." 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), allow me to 
apologize for my uniatentional misinterpretation of 
your words. It astonished me to think that you had 
never heard of this most superb code of honor. I am 
not so much surprised at your never having seen it, as 
there are only a few copies of it in the world. May I 
be so bold. Colonel, as to inquire what code you refer 
to as having always with you ? 

Hwrd. Colonel Lo% (bow), you gratify me by mak- 
ing the inquiry. The code which I study.by night and 
by tlay, when not enjoying your most delightful society, 
is John Lyde Wilson's. 

U>fty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it strikes me, sir, that I 
have heard of "Wilson's Code ; will you do me the honor 
of allowing mo to see it, if convenient? (I banded it 
to him, and he proceeded to read it.*) 

Hard. Colonel Lofty (bow), may I trouble you by 
asking permission to sit while you read ? The breeze 
coming in from that western window is so pleasant 
that I wish to sit near it. 

iMfty. Colonel Hurd (bow), yon will oblige me by 
doing so. And we both bowed ; and I seated myself 
near the window. After reading the code. Colonel Lofty 
arose, and bowing profoundly, remarked : " Colonel, I 
see one or two pretty good points in this code, which I 
have had the pleasure of reading." 

Kurd. Colonel Lo% (bow), it would be presumption 

in me to advocate any code of honor, which a gentle- 

man of your gr eat and unexampled experience had 

* See Appendir. 
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not practiced under. It is trae, that the most ex- 
perienced dnelists and cultivated gentlemen in this 
section of the country admire and sustain "Wilson's 
Code. The ai^ument they use is, that as civilization 
and refinement progress, all arts and sciences pro- 
gress with equal steps ; and they think that the science 
of dueling is, by Wilson's Code, placed upon a true 
basis. I wotild, however, hke to hear your views upon 
this important point before my own miud is made up. 

Lfjfty. Colonel Hurd (bow), since refreshing my mmd, 
I recollect having conducted several affairs under this 
code. As I had the honor of mentionii^ to you, there 
are several passably good points in it, and sir, with your 
permission, I will do Mr. Wilson the honor of adoptmg 
his code in the present important and most interesting 
affair, by no meai^, however, mafcii^ it a precedent in 
any future affau-s I may have the pleasure of being 
connected with ; for Colonel Wilson was, at the time he 
wrote, far behind this age in this noble science. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), there are, sir, 
two insurmountable objections to my accepting your 
most generous proposition. First, I am not, and can- 
not be, the second of Major "Woodson, on account of 
my near relationship to him. Second, I can, by no 
process of reasoning, see how this intricate affair can 
now be made to conform to Wilson's Code. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), your first objection, I will 
do myself the honor to say, is well taken ; but your 
second, I confess, astonishes me. Will you be so kind 
as to explain further ? 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I will at once comply 
■with your request. Mr. Wilson lays it down as a rule, 
that a hostile message should not be sent in the first in- 
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stance.. Now in tHs remarkable case, you propose to 
send a hostHe message in the first instance ; the differ- 
ence seems to me to be irreconcilable. But I pause— 
with deference to your better judgment 

Lofty. Colonel Hnrd (bow), Mx. Wilson showed that 
he knew nothing about what he was writing when he 
wrote that_ section. I do myself the honor to say that 
he was mistaken, and my own experience proves it. 
Why, sir, Just thirteen years ago to-night, I was attend- 
11^ an opera with a lady in the city of Brooklyn, when 
a gentleman grossly insulted her. I, of course, took no 
notice of the inenlt at the time, but as soon as I had 
deposited the lady at her residence, I went in search of 
the gentleman who had insulted her, and after looking 
for him in several bar-rooms, I at last found liim in one, 
. at 12:15 A. Jr., just in the act of raising a glass of whis- 
key to his hps. I touched him hghtiy on the back, and 
he placed his glass upon the counter without drinking, 
and called for another glass for me ; thereupon we 
drank together, and when he had settled for the drinks, 
I simply nodded towards the door ; he, of course, under- 
stood me, and we entered my buggy which was standii^ 
near. I had in it a case of flint and steel duehng-pis- 
tols, and two bottles of very fine whiskey. The night 
was so pitch dark, it was impossible to see a hand 
witliin six inches of your face. We drove several miles 
out of the city, into an old field used for makmg brick, 
and arrived at 1:25 a. m. Wlien there, we stepped off the 
ground, measuring only twelve paces on account of the 
inky darkness of the night. Our terms of combat were, 
that we should exchange pistols after every shot, and 
continue the combat until one or both were killed. At 
the first iire my pistol flashed in the pan, and my ad- 
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versary's ball passed through my right lung. We then, 
of course, exchanged weapons, and took seyeral drinks 
together, re-loaded, and prepared for another exchange 
of shots. My adversary having the pistol wliich had 
failed to fire, in re-piimii^ it, adopted the plan of 
pouring into the pan, first powder, and then whiskey, 
and then powder and whiskey again. At the si^al to 
fire, I waited until he pulled his trigger, when, as I ex- 
pected, the whiskey and powder ^^ted, illuminating 
his face with the blue blaze. I fired instantly, my ball 
passii^ through his brain, entering a quarter of an inch 
above his right eye ; he only lived long enough to re- 
quest me to take his watch and pocket-book from his 
person, and deliver them to his wife. I took them by 
the %ht of the blue fiame, which was still bumii^, and 
would have disposed of them as he requested, but for 
the fact that next morning the papers were full of what 
. they were pleased to call a brutal murder and robbery, 
and I have been compelled to keep them, much E^ainst 
my will, up to this time. But to the point. My antago- 
nist and myself, before he died, agreed to consider that 
duel as in substantial conformity with "Wilson's Code. 
But admitting that Colonel Wilson might be correct in 
the section you refer to, no hving man knows what the 
contents of this note, which I keep so sacredly guarded, 
are, except Captain Porter and myself. 

Major Woodson, I admit, has a right to presume it 
hostile, and, it may be, is compelled to do so from the 
correspondence ; but, Colonel, let us suppose that Major 
Woodson should be mistaken in his presumption (but 
please do not understand me as admitting ftie possibility 
of such a thuig) ; then might not this intricate aflrair be 
brought under the Wilson Code ? 
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_ Murd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), your reasoning, 
SIT, is perfect, and the precedent you have so modestly 
referred to is overwhelming ; but still, not being Major 
Woodson's second, I do not feel authorized to make the 
arrangement you so magnanimously propose. 

At this interesting stage of our conversation, a police- 
man made his appearance at the door, and, about the 
same time. Dr. Courtney entered through the French 
wmdow, and said, hurriedly : " Gentlemen, the police 
force are upon you," and, passing on to the door, ob- 
tained from the accommodating policeman a five min- 
utes' respite, when Colonel Lofty, turning to me, said, 
after a profound bow : " Colonel Hurd, in this most in- 
teresting state of affairs, which nearly always occurs 
in the affairs of honor which I have heretofore had 
the pleasure of conducting, I will first do you and 
myself the honor of taking a drink (and he drank). 
By acting in this manner, at this important crisis, 
any skulkmg policeman who happens to be passing 
the window, wiU see that we are perfectly cool and 
collected. I will now. Colonel, by your kind per- 
mission, place this bottle in my pocket, to provide 
for such casual refreshment as I may need during 
the interval of my retirement (and he bowed as 
usual, with the bottle in his left hand, and, as he re- 
gamed his perpendicular, placed it m his r^ht coat-tail 
pocket). I will now proceed in a leisurely and dignified 
manner, to place myself out of reach of these prying 
a,nd meddlesome pohcemen, who are the bane of my 
life. I hope you will be able to take care of yourself, 
Colonel. AUow me now to bid you good morning." 
As he bowed before retiring, the neck and one-third of 
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the bottle projecting from his pocket stood upright, and 
he retired through the window. 

Beiag left alone, I went quietly to my room, and was 
shortly afterwards arrested, and carried before Judge 
Williams. No proof being made against me, and my 
manner (owir^ to my recent association with Colonel 
Lofty) being remarkably urbane 'and coorteous, his hon- 
or ordered and adjudged me to be a perfectly harmless 
individual, and suffered me to depart in the full en- 
joyment of the boon of liberty, so precious to the 
American citizen. My friend, Colonel Strong, however, 
who was also arrested, was not so fortunate, though 
more innocent ; he was placed under a heavy bond, 
conditioned to keep at peace while in the State of 
Georgia. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 



A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE CODE OF HONOE AM) THE 
CIVIL CODE. 

In the afternoon of the 19th of Jidj, when the excite- 
ment of the people had subsided, and the minions of 
the law were satisfied that no duel was afloat (except 
one in which Colonel Strong was auppoaed to be en- 
gaged, ivith a man whom he had never seen), aU eyes 
being turned upon my unfortunate Mend, who was 
considered to be a person desirous of disturbing the 
peace of the State of Georgia, in my usual meek and 
quiet manner; I wended my way to Colonel Lofty's 
apartment, who welcomed me in his own remarkably 
poHte manner, but his deportment, I thought, seemed 
rather subdued, so much so, that I considered it my 
duty to inquire if any misfortune had befallen him. 
With that courtesy, which no calamity could over- 
come, he rephed : " My dear Colonel Hurd (bow), a 
most serious misfortune did befall me since I had the 
pain of parting from you. You will do me the honor 
to recollect, that at the moment of ou.r parting, under 
the most exciting set of circumstances, surrounded as 
we were by the whole police force of this city, under 
such circumstances as would deprive most men of 
all power of calm and deliberate judgment, I had 
the remarkable coolness and foresight to place in my 
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pocket a bottle of -whiskey. I had done myself the 
pleasiire of taking but one drink out of that bottle 
(which yon did me the honor to observe). Well, sir, 
just before reaching my place of concealment, which 
had been selected beforehand, with my usual precau- 
tion in these delicate affairs, I had the misfortune to 
meet a stranger, and thought it but courteous to salute 
him ; and, in making a polite bow, my bottle was, by 
some unaccountable means, precipitated from my pocket, 
and broken in fragments. Colonel, I assure you, it was 
the best whiskey in the city; and, sit, I was forced to 
remain in my place of concealment for two hours and 
five minutes before I could procure a drink." 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), it must have been a ter- 
rible aifliction ; let me assure you of my sympathy ; had 
it not been for this untimely interference of the police, 
your whiskey would have been at this time safe, with but 
little danger of breaking the vessel wlaich contained it. 

Lofty. My dear Colonel |1t>ow), you are undoubtedly 
correct, the whole fault lies with the officers of the 
law ; who, I must say, are always meddling with affairs 
■which do not concern them ; they seem to take a special 
dehght in interfering with quiet, peaceable gentlemen. 
In olden times such interference was not tolerated, 
sir! The gentlemen of this country should combine, 
and frown them down. Would you beHeve it, sir, I, 
Hercules D, Lofty, am, at this moment, under a bond to 
keep the peace in this State. 

Hii/rd. Colonel Lofty (bow), your statement surprises 
me ! A gentleman bo courteous as yourself, placed 
under a bond to keep the peace ! 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), it ia true, sir, and ab- 
solutely without any just cause. I had challenged a 
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man (whom I, at the time, mistook for a gentleman) be- 
cause he grossly insulted me, by refusing to return my 
bow when I was introduced to him, and he, refusiog to 
apologize, or meet me on the field of honor, I was com- 
pelled, by eTeiy principle of honor, to degrade him. 
Well, sir, I merely did my daty, in the mildest and 
most quiet manner possible. After first giving him 
notice that I felt myself eompelled to degrade him, on 
the first occasion I should have tlie pleasure to meet 
him, I -walked quietly into his store, took him by the 
right ear, led him by it to ihe front door, and, when 
there, I quietly and peaceably kicked him out uito the 
street. Upon my honor, sir! I disturbed no one ! The 
facts I have mentioned are absolutely all I did, except to 
mention to him, privately (in the presence of some eight 
or ten persons, who had assembled upon my acting as I 
have stated), that the next time I met him I should feel 
compelled to wring his nose. Now, for merely doing my 
duty, in this mUd and temperate manner (and you well 
know that a gentleman could do no less under such cir- 
cumstances),, I was bound oyer, sir — yes, Hercules 
D. Lofty was actually bound over to keep the peace ! ! 
I submit to you. Colonel Hurd, whether it was not an 
act of great iajustice ? 

Burd. Colonel Lofty (prof onnd bow), your statements 
present a most interesting ease. It seems, from your 
recital of the facts, that you did not intend to violate 
the peace of the State, and were merely acting imder a 
sense of tlie duty you owed yourself, and the gentiemen 
of the country whom you are so eminently qualified to 
represent. 

Z<y%. Colonel Hm-d (bow), I see you appreciate my 
position exactly. 
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Surd. Colonel Lofty (bow), the laws of otir country 
rarely ptmish a man (even for a most flagrant breach of 
the peace) when a criminal intent is wantii^. 

Lofty. Exactly, Colonel, that is the very position I 
take. I see, sir, that jou have acquired a complete 
mastery of the miserable farce, (pardon me), called law, 
as well as of the noble science of dueling. 

Kurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), you do me too much 
honor. But I was going on to remark, that there are 
certfiin presumptions which are induced in by the law. 
One of them is, that a man is presTuned to intend the 
result which will necessarily follow his act, and if this 
presumption was indulged in very stroi^ly by the judge 
who tried your case, I can see how he m^ht, by this 
technicality, bind you over to keep the peace, and still 
be within the pale of the law. Of course, I would not ■ 
have you to suppose that I could defend his position on 
any moral grotind. 

Lafty. Colonel Hurd (bow), you maybe right; but, 
sir, the idea of a gentleman being bound over to keep 
the peace upon a mere technicahty ! 

jiurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), it is, indeed, lamentable. 
But I intrude upon your valuable time. Permit me to 
do myself the honor of placii^ in your hands this note 
of Major Woodson. 

Thereupon we went through all the necessary cere- 
monies of dehvering a note, which have been herein- 
before detailed, and the note was, finally, duly read, as 
follows : 

" Rakkin Hotjsb, Columbus, Oeorgia, July 19, 1873. 
" Colonel Hekcut.e8 D. Lofty : 

" Sir :— It -wlU suit my convenience to receive any 
communication to me, with which you are charged, at 
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Ncil'a Landing, in Horida, on the Chattahoochee River. 
I am informed that boats leave here for that point on 
Tuesdays and Tliursdays. Please be so kind as to in- 
dicate the time at which it will best suit you to repair 
to that place. 

" Very respectfully, 

" J. F. Woodson." 

Lo/fy. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), I will at once 
do myself tiie honor of replying to this most courteous 
note ; but before doing so, I will remark, that I would 
bo greatly delighted if you would be so kind as to lend 
me, for the space of twelve hours and thkty minutes, 
that most remarkable code of Mr. Wilson's". After the 
most careful thoi^ht and reflection, I have concluded 
, to do Mr. Wilson the honor of having five hundred 
copies of his code printed, for general distribution 
throughout the length and breadth of this great coun- 
try. I do not expect, sir, to reahze one cent from this 
undertakmg. I wish to do it merely for my country's 
good. Every male child m this broad land should have 
a copy of Wilson's Code placed in his hand at least by 
the time he reaches the age of ten years, and it should 
be made his daUystudy, from that time onward, until his 
death. Colonel, I propose further, to present to your- 
self, in token of the great regard and respect I have 
for you, thirteen copies of this code, for general dis- 
tribution among your friends. Let us Join together 
and educate the masses in this noble science. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), aUow me to 
say, that the heartfelt hiterest you take in the future 
of our country, does you much honor; and while I 
confess that partuig from my code, for twelve houi'S 
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and tMrty miiiiites, will bo a great privation to me, 
still, following your noble example, when you voltm- 
tarily deprived yourself of your whiskey, by an act of 
mere courtesy to a stranger, I will yield to your flat- 
tering request ; feelii^ myself more than compensated 
and greatly honored by your offer of thirteen copies. 
But, allow me to surest, that you have also printed 
at the head of the code, these words : " Endorsed and 
approved by Colonel Hercules Diogenes Loffcy." 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (profound bow), your last re- 
mark shows that yon appreciate my position. But I 
do not know that Hercules D. Lo% wiU endorse ia 
every particular this code. I may, at some future 
time, see fit to give a qualified approval of it. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), while I regret 
that you do not take my suggestion, it is more than 
probable your views are correct. But I detain you 
from replying to the note of Major Woodson, Will 
you permit me to occupy this rocldng-chair while you 
write ? 

Lofly. Colonel Hurd (bow), you will greatly honor 
me by takii^ it. And now I will at once proceed to 
answer this most poUte note ; but first. Colonel, I will, 
with your permission, take a drink, always lamenting, 
as I do, that your principles (I will say no more, lest I 
offend you) prevent your joining me. Ah, Colonel, how 
much enjoyment I have missed by your misfortune 
in not knowing the pleasure of drinking 1 It gives zest 
and refinement to an affair of honor. In fact, I have 
never seen one carried on guccessfully without it. 

He bowed, and drank ; I bowed, and sat down ; and 
Colonel Lofty proceeded to write his note. 

After it was completed he, in duo form, handed it to 
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me, with the usual ceremony, ao important in such an 
affair. And the note was read as follows : 

" COLTJMBDS, July 19, 1873. 
"At Rankin Hotjse, Room No. 7, 5 p.m. 
" Major J. F. Woodson, pi-esent en viEe. 

" I have the honor to acknowledge your note of this 
instant, handed me by Colonel G. W. Hurd. In reply, 
I will say, that Neil's Landing, ia Florida, upon the 
Chattahoochee Riyei-, will suit me very well, and, also, I 
would say, that I will take the Tuesday's boat. 
" I am, sir, with profound respect, 

" Your very obedient servant, 
"HjsRcuiEs D. Lofty, M. D." 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

niEPAEATIONS TOR DEPARTUEE. 

At 6 p. M: of the 29tli day of July, 1873, the note of 
Colonel Lofty, dated 5 p. m., was dcKvered by me to 
Major "Woodson. 

All was now bustle and confusion among the Major's 
friends. While preparations for departure on Tuesday's 
boat were being rapidly made, wills were executed, 
seconds, surgeons, and surgical instruments sought for, 
etc. ; everything was done iu the most mysterious and 
secret manner ; only tried and true friends could be 
trusted. 

Meantime the party of Colonel Lofty were equally 
active and equally prudent. Messages flashed over the 
wires by night and by day. On Sunday afternoon 
Captain T. J. Porter and Major John F. Shelton had 
joined Colonel Lofty at the Bankiu House, bringing 
with them arms and ammunition. 

By Monday morning, July 21st, all this prudence on 
the part of all parties had gradually excited the curi- 
osity and alarm of the good citizens of Columbus to an 
unnatural pitch. Mothers kept their children in-doors ; 
respectable heads of families consulted together as to 
the best means to prevent the flow of blood. 

A Board of Honor was organized, and intervened to 
prevent a hostile meeting, if possible, under the code. 
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They addressed a polite note to each party, asking 
that they might be allowed to search dil^erttlj iato the 
origin of the misunderstanding, with a ■view to ascertain 
whether some misapprehension or mistake did not ex- 
ist, which might be corrected, and harmony restored. 
This -was responded to favorably by Colonel Lofty and 
a gentleman who was authorized to act for Major 
Woodson, I am unable to give a copy of Major Wood- 
son's reply, as written by liis friend. Colonel Loftj, 
however, in this instance, overco3tning his native mod- 
esty, allowed two notes, written by himself, together 
with one from the Board of Honor, to be piinted in the 
"Herald," thereby enabling me to obtain copies of 
them, which I set out ve)-baiim. 



"Colonel Ch^uiles M. Potts, W. T. Lumkin, Esq., 
Colonel John M. Btjfoed, present en viUe. 

" Gentlemen : — Your favor of this a. m., addressed to 
Captain T. J, Porter and Major J. F. Woodson in du- 
plicate, and handed to me for delivery to Captain T, J, 
Porter, claims a reply from me, I have the honor to 
state to you, that up to this moment no communication 
of any character has taken place between Captain Por- 
ter and Major Woodson. 

" I will frankly own to you, that I am the bearer of an 
undehvered message from Captain Porter to Major 
Woodson. 

" I will state, that some correspondence has passed 
between Major Woodson and myself, relative to the 
point at which my message should be delivered. I will 
also own, that an agreement as to the point of delivery' 
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has been reached by us. I will say to you, gentlemen, 
that I so highly appreciate the lofty and chivalric spirit, 
which has moved you to address this letter to which I 
am replying, that I will frankly, as yon desire, consent 
to the mutual and temporary withdrawal of all the cor- 
respondence which has passed between Major Wood- 
son and myseK. 

"I permit the withdrawal for the space of twelve 
hours and ten minutes, with tlie understandit^ that, 
should your humane effort prove of no avail, that 
affairs between Major Woodson and myself resume 
their present position, and that I shall repair to the 
point we agreed upon at the time we have appointed. 
At the proper time, and at your request, I have no ob- 
jection to submit to you the message with which I am 
chained. 

" I am, gentlemen, with profound respect, 
" Your very obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

To this note of Colonel Lofty, the Board of Honor 
replied as foEows: 

" C0LDMBTJ8, Ga., July 31, 1873. 

" Colonel H. D. Lofty : 

" Your reply of this instant received, together with 
a similar one from General Pearson, on behalf of Major 
Woodson ; and now, in pursuance of a purpose so hon- 
orably seconded by each of you, we respectfully ask 
that you submit to us the cause of complaint in the 
premises, to the end that the same may be considered, 
and further action on our part taken, which we hope 
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may be tlie means of an amicable adjustment between 
the gentlemen. 

" Respeetfully, 

" Tour obediout servants, 

" Chaeij!8 M. Potts, 
" W. T. Ltjmkin, 
"Jno. M. Bufobd." 

Colonel Loftj''s reply to tliis note was as foUows : 

" CoLOMBTjs, Qa., July 31, 1873. 
" Rakkin HoTiaB, Room No. 7, 1:35 p. m. 

"Colonel Chakles M. Potts, W. T. Lumkin, Esq., 
Colonel Jno, M. Bxtpobd, present en vUle. 

" Gentlemen :— Your second note of this date is jtist 
received ; in reply, I have the honor to refer the cause 
of complaint upon the part of my friend. 

" The copy of ' The Sun ' which I inclose, contains an 
article signed by Major Woodson, in which he refers to 
Thos. K. Smith, now deceased, who was a fourth cousin 
of Captain Porter, and in which article Major Woodson 
states, among other things, that Thomas K. Smith, de- 
ceased, did, in his hfettme, have criminal connection with 
one Caroline Myers, and that said Thomas K. Smith 
was not at the time of his death a member of any 
church. 

"An TinquaJified retraction of every statement in this 

article, so far as the same relates to Captaia Porter's 

relation, is aU that is desired. 

" I am, very respectfully, 

"Tour obedient servant, 

" HEitcuLES D. Lofty, M. D." 
f 

Whatever doubt may have heretofore existed as to 

Hosmnjy Google 



PKACTICAL LE330KS mJDEK THE CODK DUELLO. 73 

the propriety of makii^ public any action resiiltiiig 
from an, unsuccessful intervention of a self-constituted 
Board of Honor, is now set at rest by the high anthority 
of this precedent, set by the distii^mshed Colonel Lofty, 
in allowing this correspondence to be printed. Upon 
the intervention of the Board of Honor, the wires were 
again called into requisition. 

Dispatches flashed with lightning speed to Seal and 
Opelika, to which points Major Woodson and myself 
had returned to hastily wind up our earthly affairs. 
Post-horses and steam were put into active use to bring 
us to Columbus in view of a reconciliation. The peo- 
ple became more quiet ; scorn and contempt were de- 
pleted on the faces of many, and bets were freely given 
and taken, that one or other of the combatants would 
(using a vulgar expression) " take water." (Colonel 
Lofty was never known to take it.) 

The v^ilance of the pohce was relaxed. Many 
thought and expressed themselves (in the imrefined par- 
lance in vc^e at the time), that the thing (so they 
called an affair of honor) was "squashed," or had 
"busted," 

The efforts of the Board to reconcile matters being 
fruitless, they ceased their labors at 1 a. m,, on Tuesday 
morning. The police force were reported to have 
sniflEed the failure to adjust, and were on the alert at 
dayl^ht, but the good citizens slept quietly in their 
beds, until they were aroused by the astounding report 
that Colonel Lofty, Captain Porter, and Major Shelton 
had escaped the vigilance of the pohce, and had been 
seen driving out of the city at 3 A. m., with furious 
speed, in a carriage accompanied by outriders. 

The whereabouts of Major Woodson and myself were 
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not apparontlj Buspeotod, oicept by friends. The boat 
was to leare at 8 A. K. Major Woodson and jnjsaB, a 
short tims before thai hour, after tating a final faremll 
of manj true friends, who did not know that they would 
ever see him in life again, especiany, of that brave boy 
who, with a smile on his Hp, and ahnost a tear in his 
eye, said, "Just keep cool, and shoot as you did at the 
pigeons, and we win see you safe home again, Uncle 
James." 

Wo wended our way by quiet back streets, and as we 
went, the boy's words rang in my ears and I said, 
" Major, that boy wiU make a man ; he's game ; " and 
then I regretted my remark, for I saw in the eye of the 
veteran of two wars a moisture unusual to those clear 
orbs, for he loved that fatherless boy ; but he only said, 
"Yes, he'll do pretty well, the conoeil»d puppy, girinK 
me advice." i' PIJ, 8 >ing 

^ M wo neared the hmdmg, a friend met us with the 
mformation that the police force of the city were guard- 
ing every avenue to the boat; then the Major's eyes 
flashed fire, and he said, "He'd fight his way through." 
I paused for a moment to consider what Colonel Lofty 
would do, wero he surrounded by such adverse circum- 
stances. Well, thought I, first, ho would take a drink 
but m a moment the thought, quicker than hghtning' 
flashed through my mind of the gallant manner in 
which the Colonel and his party had dashed out of 
to,vn. I had it. A horse and buggy, and we oonld 
charge through a reghnent of poHcemem Back from 
the nver we darted two blocks , Major "(Toodson was 
secreted. I rushed ofl- hi search of a horse and buggy • 
two blocks further, and met a friend just getting into a 
DngS3'. to which was attached a dashing, fiery horse I 
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explained my desire, and in leas than a moment M^jor 
"Woodson and myself were drivii^ furiously to tlie boat. 
No policeman interfered. The whistle had blown, steam 
up, and gang-ways ready to be hauled in, as we ap- 
proached ; we were just in time, the reias thrown over 
the horse's back, and into the boat we rushed, out of 
breath, but in time. 



>sm..„ Google 



DOWN THE EIVEE ; < 



CHAPTEE XIV. 

WE STAET BO'^VN THE EIVER. 

Precisely at the hour of 8 a. ir. on the 22d of 
July, the Steamer " Parley " commanded by Captain 
Pry, pushed off from the landing at Columbus, ere we 
had time to look around. There stood our friend, Doctor 
"Wyatt, tall, eix-feet-one at least, thin and pale, hia ealm, 
quiet, and serene maimer, calculated to inspire confi- 
dence and respect, but alas ! not a believer in the code. 

Doctor Courtney, with his gentlemanly and pleasant 
manners, greeted us cordially ; and then, from out of tie 
cabin, stepped our genifJ friend, Doctor King, his broad 
pleasant face not smiling, but with a mirthful glitter in 
tlie comer of his eye, which always rested there ; his 
ample form seemed a boat-load in itself. He appeared 
perfectly at home ; knew the captain, the mates, the 
cook, and everybody else, and was a code man every 
inch of him ; now, however, engaged in the peaceable 
avocation of a Life Insurance Agent, taking this trip 
with us, as he said, merely for the purpose of insuring 
the Hves of both parties, their seconds and friends. He 

said Miss was the only lady passenger. He 

knew her, of course, and after awhile stepped into the 
after cabin to insure her hfe, but before doing so he had 
shown Major "Woodson and myself to our state-rooms ; 
pointed out to us the fact that the armory of the oppo- 
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site party, consisting of several small swords, sabres, 
dueling pistols and guns, had been, by mistake, placed 
in our rooms. He requested one accommodating cap- 
tain to have them removed, to keep from frightening us, 
he Bfiid. We now had leisure to enjoy the picturesque 
scenery as the boat quietly sped on its ivinding way 
down the beautiful Chattahoochee. At 10 a. m. we 
neared Abercrombie's Bend ; there, upon the bank, stood 
Colonel Hercules I>, Lofty, Captain Porter, and Major 
Shelton, but the boat passed on, and fchej were signalled 
to repair to a point some three himdred yards lower 
down, to be shipped. 

At the point selected by Captain Fry as a safe place 
for his boat to touch the shore, the bank was precipit- 
ous, in fact nearly perpendicular ; having been worn 
away for countless ages by the unceasing flow of the 
river at its base, it stood bare and naked, with an abrupt 
descent of nearly forty feet. The clay and sand which 
had, from time to time, fallen from the bank, formed 
a narrow bed at its foot comparatively level, and quite 
soft, and left an overhanging surface at the top, treach- 
erous to look at, held there merely by the tenacity of 
the grass and shrub roots. 

Winding down this cMff was a slippery footway, which 
we on the boat could see with tolerable distinctness, but 
was invisible to the party, now just discernible on the 
heights above. 

We called aloud to them, and pointed out the place 
to enter this path. Finally, Captain Porter and Major 
Shelton saw our signs, and went towards it, but Colonel 
Iiofty, marching onward with head erect, with that 
stately martial air which so becomes him, saw-not our 
signals, heard not our voices raised to warn him of his 
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danger, stepped out (with the boldness and decision so 
natural to him) upon the treacherous overhangiiig sur- 
face. Alas I what a fall wae there— no, not a faU, but 
what a slide down the steep clay-stained ehff— clutcJiing 
in desperation {as his false footing shd from beneath 
him) at shrubs and grass, as he slidcd on, even at the 
clay-bank itself, but aU in vain I No power on earth 
could stop his shde until he roUed in the soft mud at 
the foot of the ehff, and there, while we stood spell- 
bound upon the deck, we saw Colonel Lo% clutch des- 
perately at his left thigh, and we feared some serious 
accident had befallen him. He rose slowly, still hold- 
ing his thigh with both hands, and waited into the 
boat. He did not hmp, but his erect carriage and 
dauntiess air seemed for the moment to have deserted 
him. 

He passed us by without a bow, r^ht on into his 
state-room. His beautiful white vest was Boiled, and 
his feelings, if not his hmbe, evidently wounded. 

Major 8helton and Captam Porter came quietly on 
board, both with pleasant manner and address. 

The boat proceeded on its tortuous way. Doctor 
King walked around, knowii^ everything ; the names of 

all the landings and bends, and where Miss was 

to get off ; when the boat would reach any given point ; 
what we were to have for dinner— in short, everything 
worth knowing, with many an anecdote to beguile our 
way. 
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CHAPTEE XT. 

DOCTOR KDiQ GIVES COMFORT AND ORTAINS A VALUABLE 
ACQUISITION. 

At 12 : 20 p. m,. Colonel Lo% emerged from Hs state- 
room, and before dinner was announced Doctor King was 
on terms of intimacy with him. Immediately after that 
important meal had been dispatched, Colonel Lofty re- 
quested Doctor King to do him the honor of granting a 
strictly private interview, and upon the request being 
acceded to, they repaired to a retired part of the boat, 
and had a serious and solemn conversation, which, as a 
true historian, I place before my readers, not so much 
because it bears directly upon the Code of Honor as 
because it is a fact. Their conversation was as fol- 
lows : 

I^fty. My dear Doctor King (bow), as I stood upon 
that steep and overhanging cliff, ji^t before I did myself 
tlie honor of entering this boat, I observed you standing 
upon the after-deck. 

King. Well, Colonel, I suppose you did. I certainly 
saw you. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (bow), I observed at the 
same time that I had the pleasure of seeing you, a most 
beautiful lady standing by your side. Do you tliink 
now, my dear Doctor, ttiat she saw me as I stood upon 
that high eltff or bank? 
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King. I don't see -why she should not have seen yon, 
for yoTi -were in pkin view — in fact, the most conspicu- 
ous feature in the landscape. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor, did you happen to notice 
that I entered the boat with — with — well, I may say, in 
some degree of haste— in short, that I waited down the 
bank somewhat rapidly — ^in fact, rather faster than I 
usually do myself the honor of walldi^? 

King. Well, Colonel, if you call sliding down that 
ba,nk, like a shot out of a shovel, except that you grabbed 
at everything in reach, "walking down the bank some- 
what rapidly," I can tell you that I did happen to notice 
it. 

I^fty. My dear Doctor, we will call it, then, my rapid 
approach to the boat, or we may say my — my — sliding 
down the bank, I have concluded to ask your opinion 
as to whether or not you -thought that beautiful lady 
saw me— saw me— well, say, sKde down that bank? 

King. I think she did. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (bow), did you happen to 
observe that immediately after the earth gave way, as I 
stood upon that high bluff, that I had the misfortune of 
having my pants come in contact with a snag, or root, 
situated near the top of the cHff, and, as I proceeded 
downward, that the snag stiU held my pants until a rent 
was made in them from just below the knee to the waist- 
band? 

King. Tea, Colonel, I saw it very plainly. 

■Lofty. My dear Doctor King, did you happen also to 
observe that, at the same time my pants were lacerated, 
my nether garment was torn in the same manner and 
by the same snag? 

King. Of course, Colonel, I saw it ah, for I was look- 
ing right at you. 
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Lofty. My dear Doctor King, that beautiful lady 
standing by your side, do you think it possible that she 
saw — saw— anything ? 

King. "Well, Colonel, I was reaUy so interested loot- 
ing at you sUde down the bank that I did not turn to 
see whether " the beautiful lady," as you call her, had 
her eyes shut or not, but if you merely want my opinion, 
I rather think she kept them open. 

I^fty- My dear Doctor (bow), I have some TCrj fine 
whiskey in my state-room, and after the most remarkable 
and distressing events which have occurred in the last 
few hours, I feel that a drink is absolutely necessary to, 
in any degree, alleviate my fcehngs. I have ah-eady, 
since I had the honor of coming on this boat, taken 
several, but as there is still some on hand I hope you 
wiU do me the honor to join me {and they went inside). 

As Doctor King described this scene to me, he at- 
tempted to imitate the courteous bow of Colonel Lo%, 
but I felt constrained to advise him that his effort was 
not quite successful. In the first place, I candidly ex- 
pressed the opinion that no fleshy gentleman could ever 
accomplish it, for a respectable stomach made it a physi- 
cal impossibility for the gentleman possessing it to de- 
scend more than one-third the distance requisite. Then 
the fingers of Doctor King's right hand were always 
more spread out when the one-third of the bow, which 
was all he could accomplish, was complete, than was al- 
lowable under the code. Of course I mentioned these 
points with the utmost deheaey, calling into play all the 
valuable lessons in politeness acquired during my inter- 
course with Colonel Lo%. So dehcately did I express 
myself that Doctor King was perfectly satisfied with 
himself and with me, declaring, as we parted, that what 
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perfection in bowing lie should be able to acqiiire on the 
trip by constant practice, and association with Colonel 
Lofty, would be worth at least a thousand dollars to ttim 
in the Insurance business. He left me to renew an a(^ 
tempt to iasure the life of one of the mates, who, he said, 
had resisted many a former effort. I noticed him ap- 
proach the mate, bowing, with his idea of Colonel Lofty's 
urbane and courteous style. Half an hour later when wo 
chanced to meet, his usually solemn face was radiant as 
he exclaimed, " Colonel, it worked like a charm. I have 
just insured that man's life for three thousand dollars. 
Had I understood bowing when among the Creek Indi- 
ans the whole tribe woidd have taken poUcies." 

I was pleased to see the contentment resting upon 
his countenance and said nothiog to disturb it. Ho tlid 
not at all mind the scattering of furniture when in the 
way of performing his newly-acquired bow. 
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CHAPTEK XVI. 

AT EUFAULA. 



At 3:18 r. m., our boat landed at Eufaula, a city 
noted far and wide £or its beautiful women, and brave, 
chivalric men. Aa the boat was to remain here until 3 
A. M., we went ashore, and found the city alive with 
rumors of the expected rencounter ; dispatch after 
dispatch having been sent to this point and all other 
landings on the river blessed with a telegraph office, 
urging the arrest of both parties. The Governor of 
iPlorida had been telegraphed to have troops stationed 
at every landing io that State, and the Sheriff, of Jack- 
son Coimtj to have an armed posse at Neil's Landing, 
to prevent a fight at all hazards. Upon ascertaiaii^ 
these facts, Major Woodson and myself were on the 
point of re-embarking to avoid an arrest, when we had 
assurances from the courteous Mayor and resident 
officers, that no force, save that of moral suasion, would 
be used by them to prevent the bloody encounter ex- 
pected in the sister State of Florida. Ministers of the 
Gospel and some old friends crowded around and im- 
plored me not to act rashly in the affair, but exhaust all 
honorable means for reconciliation. So much was I 
moved by their appeals that I assured them that 
neither Major Woodson nor myself desired a fight, and 
would only engage in one as a matter of accommoda- 
tion. Doubtless I was wrong in maldng this frank 
admission. "What would Colonel Lofty think, were he 
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apprised of tliis confession ? I attempted to repair my 
eiTor by enjoining silence upon those ivho heard my ex- 
pression, and my indiscretion woidd be forever buried, 
■were it not that I consider it my duty, in tMs truthful 
history, to write it, because it is a fact. 
^ Colonel Lofty was approached with the same solicita- 
tions, and while he received the parties mating them 
■with his usual courtesy, his greater experience and de- 
cision enabled him to impress it fully upon their minds 
that a meeting was inevitable. At 7:20 p. m., a self-con- 
stituted Board of Honor intervened without success. 

At 9:32 F. M., Colonel Lo% was reported as having 
returned with his party to the boat. At 1:30 a. m.. 
Major Woodson's friends were safely on board. At 
2 : 08 A. M., Major Woodson and myself left the hotel for 
the boat and encountered an officer and posse, with a 
warrant for his arrest. Our position now seemed 
desperate. 0, for the experience and coolness of Col- 
onel Lofty in this eme^ency 1 

ShouJd the arrest be made, there was absolutely no 
time to be released upon the States' most gracious writ 
of Habeas Corpus, that bulwark of liberty. I could 
think of nothing that Colonel Lofty would do if so 
situated, but invite the officer to drink— happy thought. 
My mind continuing to dwell upon that great man, it 
occurred to me that he would, at least, have bowed. 
Following the thought, I bowed profoundly, and when 
I recovered my upr^ht posture. Major Woodson had 
disappeared in the darkness of the night. 

After an ineffectual search, the officer returned to the 
spot where Major Woodson escaped, and I ascertained 
from him that the warrant he held had not been sued 
out by any citizen of Eufaula. A distant friend, who con- 
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Bcientiouslj belieTed that the code of honor was in con- 
flict with the doctrines of the New Testament, had taken 
this means to prerent the shedding of blood. Now, 
under a strict construction of the code, this friend had 
no right thus to interfere, but as I have not consulted 
Colonel Lofty upon the point, do not lay it down as an 
absolute rule, and as the interference in this instance 
was ineffectual, I did not even advise Major Woe 
to send a note to his officious friend. 
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CHAPTER XTa 

■WHIT RUMOR SAID. 



At the hour of 3 a. m., on the 23d day of July, our 
boat moved off from the Eufaula Lajiding. We were 
afloat again. Tired and sleepy we imiQedia,tely repair- 
ed to the cabin, hoping to find an opportunity to enjoy 
the repose we so much needed ; but there was a rumor 
aboard, which we were compelled to hear, in aU its de- 
tails, before we slept. This rumor was, as weU as I can 
recollect, that Colonel Lofty had sat up with friends 
from the city until "thirteen minutes after 2 a. m. ; that 
these friends brought brandy with them, and that the 
Colonel had a laige supply of whiskey on hand ; that 
his friends drank whiskey with him and he brandy with 
them, until his equihbrium could no longer maintain its 
proper balance. Two boat-hands, said Madam Bumor, 
had been eye-witnesses to the fact that at the time, and 
in the state of mind and body above intimated, Colonel 
Lo%, with his friends, had approached the side of the 
boat, next to the bank, reehng to and fro Kke a tempest- 
driven ship in mid-ocean. She further reported that 
the Colonel, being prevented by one of the said boat- 
hands from completing the execution of a bacohanahan 
movement towards the edge of the boat, steadied him- 
self for a moment, attempted to bow, and would have 
measured his length on the floor had it not been for the 
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hmoly assistance of the other boat-hand, reeliii; ag- 
gneyed at thi, imagiied restramt upon his pcrBonal 
hberty, onr author sajB that the Colonel gave Tent to 
his mdigoation agamst the aforesaid boat-hands, thieat- 
onmg, m the vocabulary of the disciples of "John Bar- 
lejoom," to pnll their noses or to send them a note « by 
a friend." And that, in this blissful state of mind sup- 
ported by a friend, he accidentahj walked mto the 
Chattahoochee, puffing his friend on top of him and 
was rescued from a watery grave only by the prompt 
assistance of those on board. 

Now ah this is what rumor said, when we wont aboard 
the boat, and it is narrated here because it is a fact that 
rumor said it. The tale that rumor told made a sad 
impression on my mind. It sorely grieved me to hear 
that Colonel Hercules Diogenes Lofty, my hmu idwl of 
a great man, had become mtoxicated and had faUen into 
the muddy Chattahoochee, and that, too, whilst ensaged 
ui conductmg an affair of honor. 

I retired to my berth a sad and disappointed man. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



ir IS DEMOSSTEiTED THAT RUMOR CANNOT ALWASS BE 
RELIED UPON. 

"With melancholy emotions did I dress myself and 
■walk on deck, the monung foUowing tho occurrence of 
the events rumor related as having happened in the pre- 
vious chapter. The first person it -was my good fortune 
to meet was my friend Doctor Jones, who had Joined us 
at Eufaida. He shook my hand, aa usual, in a cordial 
manner, and inquired Mndly after my health, remarking 
that I looked worse than he had ever seen me. I made 
a candid confession to him that I was suffering mental- 
ly, and informed him of all that rumor had said con- 
cerning the man with whose character I had been so 
favorably impressed. Listening to me patiently to the 
conclusion, his merry lai^h resounded over the waters, 
and instantly reassured me in my favorable opinion of 
OolonelLofty. " Colonel," said he, " that is aU a mistake," 
and he thus explained the whole matter to my perfect sat- 
isfaction : " I was out early this morning and met 
Colonel Lofty on the pass-way, hack of his state- 
room, watching for a waiter, and with nothing on but 
a shirt. In his left hand he held hii pants, and ovei 
his left arm hung that beautiful -white vest, which he 
wears so becomingly, and which you doubtless remem- 
ber. In the Colonel's right hand was his coat, and sus- 
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pended from his little finger were his boots, his arms be- 
ii^ str^hed out at full length to prevent any of the 
ennmerated articles from coming in contact with his 
person, for they were soaking wet, and very muddy. 
With a bow, the Colonel responded to the salutation I 
addressed to him, expressing much happiness at seeing 
me, and requestii^ to know of me where I thoi^ht he 
could find a waiter so early in the mommg. 

" ' I really cannot inform you. Colonel,' was my reply. 
'We m^ht call a boat-hand.' 'No 1 not a boat-hand,' 
said the Colonel, ' I would prefer not seeing one of them. 
Ton would obl^e me by not calling one of them.' 

" ' Certainly not. Colonel, if you object,' I replied. ' I 
was distressed to hear this momii^ that an accident had 
befallen you — ^that you had fallen into the river.' 

" ' Tou do me great injustice, Doctor, unintentionally no 
doubt, by speaking of my having fallen into the river, or 
even of an accident having befallen me. I assurfe you, 
sir, there is a great mistake — an unpardonable error — 
existing in relation to the affair to which you have just 
alluded. Allow me to do myself the honor of explain- 
ing. Last evening my friend. Major Thorn, visited me 
socially and brought with him several gallons of the 
best whiskey I ever tasted, and about the same quantity 
of fine brandy, I am not very fond of brandy, when I 
can get whiskey, and I consequently confined myself, 
principally, to the whiskey. The evening passed off 
most pleasantly. Ntmierous friends dropped in upon, 
us from time to time and honored us by drinking with 
us, and we continued to enjoy ourselves until eighteen 
minutes of two A. M., when, to my great surprise and 
mortification, I discovered that my friend. Major Thorn, 
was becoming intosicated. Immediately upon making 
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this discovery I insisted upon his going home. There ia 
nothing that so mortifies me as to see a friend, even 
slightly inebriated, and I am always more particular on 
this point when an affair of honor ia on hand. Prevail- 
ing upon my Mend, by ni-gent entreaties, to leave me, 
we took a parting glass, and I accompanied him to the 
gangway, intending to see him off the boat in safety. 
(A boat-hand insulted me whilst I was in company with 
my friend, and I would have challenged him if ho had 
been a gentleman.) The gangway of this boat consists 
of a plank Just seventeen inches and a half wide. I 
pointed it out to my friend, as he was about to leave the 
boat, but being iutosieate<i he insisted that it was not 
where I said it was, but just twenty-eight and a half inch- 
es to the right. A dispute ensued between us, and my 
friend, being intoxicated as aforesaid, concluded to split 
the difference, and ia thus attempting to reach the shore 
walked into the river, missing the plank just fourteen 
and a quarter inches. "Under such circumstances what 
was Hercules D. Lo%'s duty ? His guest had faUen 
into the river. He did what courtesy demanded, he im- 
mediately stepped iato the water by the side of his 
friend, that his feelings might not be mortified by his 
bemg in the river alone. It was a mere act of courtesy 
to my guest. Doctor, that caused me to step uato the 
river. No true gentleman could have done less mider 
the circumstances.' " 

I expressed to Doctor Jones my delight at hearing 
this reasonable, and doubtless correct version, of a cir- 
cumstance that reflected so much credit on Colonel 
Lofty and so thoroughly exemplified his great dohcacy 
of feeling. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

INTEKTIEWS BEnVEEN DOCTOB KfflG AND COLONEL LOFIT. 

While Doctor Jones was giving me the eatisfaetory 
explanation detailed in the last chaptei'. Colonel Lofty 
quietly cmeiged from his state-room, fully dressed, ex- 
cept that his feet -were only covered by a pair of socks, 
approached the state-room of Doctor King, who, fully 
dressed, was in the act of leaving it when he was ac- 
costed by Colonel Lofty as follows : 

Lofty. My dear Doctor Eang (bow), may I be so bold 
as to inquire whether you have passed a pleasant 
night? I a^ure you that I feel pleased and much 
honored at seeing you. 

King (attempting to bow). My dear Colonel, I slept 
weU. 

Ixifiy. My dear Doctor, I have done myself the honor 
of calling on you this morning in order ttat you might 
have the pleasure of conferring a great favor on me. I 
will remark, that last night I courteously stepped into 
the river after a friend, and in doing so had the mis- 
fortune of getting my boots damp, and this morning I 
found it impossible to place my feet in them, although I 
pulled off all the straps in making an attempt to do so. 
I have now temporarily parted with the possession of 
my boots, and placed them in the hands of the Steward 
of this boat, who is engaged in drying them. Now, my 
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dear Doctor, I have had the honor of observing you 
wearing a pair of shppcrs, which (pardon me for notic- 
ing it) I now see on your feet (pointit^ to the large, 
flat-bottomed, low-quartered shoes on Doctor King's 
feet). Now, my doai- Doctor, I wish to do myself the 
honor of borrowing those shppere from you ; will you be 
so kind and obHging as to puU them off and let me wear 
them until my boots are dry (bow) ? 

King. My dear Colonel (attemptmg to bow), I assure 
you that it would give me pleasure to accommodate you 
m ajiy way, but these " sUppers " (as you call them) are 
the only shoes I have, and if I loaned them to yoa I 
would havo to remain in my state-room barefoot, with- 
out the opportimity of insuring any one. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor (bow), you astonish me be- 
yond measure. I would have supposed that ahuost 
any gentleman would have provided himself with boots 
on Bueh an occasion as the present. Aod now, as we 
are approaching the mteresting spot where Captain 
Porter may send a note to Major Woodson, I would 
think that all the gentlemen in both parties wotdd put 
them on. I assure you, sir, that never in all my great 
experience have I seen any gentleman approach a spot, 
selected as this has been, without boots. 

King. My dear Colonel (attempting to bow), it may 
seem to you surprismg, but it is not at all so to me. 
My business is a hfo-insurance agent, and I always suc- 
ceed better in that business m flat-bottomed shoes. 
But aUow me to say, that what surprises me beyond 
measure is, that a gentleman of your courteous manners, 
who is in the habit of stepping into rivers through 
courtesy to your friends, should not always provide 
yourself with shppers for such usiial emergencies. 
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Lofty. My dear Doctor (bow), your remarks are cor- 
rect and reflect credit upon yourself. Let me assure 
you that Hercules. Diogenes Lofty always travels with 
slippers provided for just such emergencies as that of 
last night ; but, sir, on this occasion, after my friend had 
fallen into the river and I had, through courtesy, stepped 
in and taken him out, I found that his boots were damp, 
and knowing that he would find a difficulty in getting 
them on this morning, I placed my slippers in his 
pocket that he might not be troubled ia looking for his 
OTTO when he should awake. Kow, Doctor, I leave it 
to your honor whether a gentleman could do less imder 
such circumstances ? 

Ki^. My dear Colonel (attempted bow), I must say, 
that in my opinion you carry courtesy too far. I would 
think that courtesy could not have required more of 
you, under such circumstances, than to lend your friend 
one of your slippei^, and then he could have hopped 
about until he found his own, and you could have done 
the same until you succeeded in borrowing one. 

At 12 o'clock M, Doctor King was sitting on the deck 
of the boat when Colonel Lofty again approached, and, 
after a polite salutation, accompanied by the offer of a 
Havana cigar, addressed him as follows : " My dear 
Doctor King, there is on board this boat a trunk belong- 
ing to some member of Major Woodson's party, which 
is very heavy, as though it contained arms ; now, my 
dear Doctor, would you be so kind as to honor me by 
surmising to which of Major Woodson's party that trunk 
belongs and what it contains ? 

King. Do you mean. Colonel, that large yellow 
trunk? 

Lofbj. My dear Doctor, that yellow trunk is the very 
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one to which I allude ; it is an imnsually long trunk, 
and looks as if it might contain shot-guns, lonbreeched. 
Would yon honor me, Doctor, by youi- views upon tills 
subject ? 

King. Certainly, Colonel, I will take pleasure in 
doing so. I f^ec with you that the trunk mi^t con- 
tain a shot-gun, unbreeehed, and that it is heavy. I 
can also tell you what is in it, and to whom it belongs. 

Loftp. My dear Doctor King (profound bow), you 
can have no' idea how much pleasure you will confer on 
me by imparting this valuable information ; confiden- 
tially, I will mention to you, my dear Doctor, that I 
have a great desire to know certainly whether Major 
Woodson has brought any arms. I would also be 
pleased to know what weapon he will select should a 
%ht ensue, not that I would be influenced iu the slight 
est degree by so immaterial a circumstance. 

King. I propose to take one thing at a time. You 
ask first about the ownership of the yellow trunk and its 
contents. Well, that trunt belongs to me, and has my 
insurance papers in it. By the way, Colonel, could you 
not induce your friend. Captain Porter, to insure his 
life in one of the companies I represent ? 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King (bow), you must have 
quite a number of insurance papera ; but I have not 
had the honor yet of hearir^ your views about the arms 
Major Woodson would select. 

King. My dear Colonel Lofty, on that point I would 
advise you to consult Major Woodson, or his second; no 
doubt either would be glad to giye you full information. 

£0/'%. My dear Doctor King (bow), you have no idea, 
sir, how distressed I feel on that vei-y point. I have not 
the great honor and pleasure of knowing who Major 
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Woodson's second will be ; now, my dear Doctor, I 
know that there are but few things of which you are not 
apprised, and I have seen you talking with Colonel 
Hiu'd and Major Woodson. Would you not be so kind 
as just to hint to me who wiH be Major Woodson's 
second, if you know ? 

Sing. Certainly I know. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor, I felt confident that you 
knew. Will you please tell me at once ? — not that it 
matters to me, for one man is the same as another in the 
eyes of Hercules Diogenes Lofty ! 

King. My dear Colonel (bow), in the first place, there 
is Colonel Hurd, then there is Doctor Jones, then Doc- 
tor Wyatt, then Doctor Grotius, and, finally, myself, all 
friendly to Major Woodson; and any of us, I presume, 
ready to act as his second, should necessity require it. 

Ijofty. Yes, my dear Doctor (bow), but which of these 
gentlemen is to be Major Woo(^on's second? 

King. My dear Colonel, I will have to answer you, if 
you insist on it, as the showman answered the little 
boy. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor (bow), I assure jou, sir, that 
it would give me the greatest pleasure to hear how the 
sho^vman answered the httle boy, if you will be so kind 
as to inform me ! 

King. Certainly, Colonel ; I have nothing else to do 
just now, and so I will teD you. There was once a 
showman who had nothing under his canvas but a 
small elephant and a large monkey. The price of ad- 
mission was only twenty-five cents, and crowds came to 
see the show, each man and boy paying his quarter at 
the door. Well, sir, when the crowd had assembled, 
the showman very kindly explained to them, first, the 
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liabits and mode of life of the elephant ; how that large 
animal, as a mere pastime, pulled up foreaWreca bj the 
roots, and fed himself with his snout, and drauk: rivers 
dry ; together with many other interesting details about 
him. And then he explained all the habits of the 
monkey ; teUing about his aetiyity ; how he could jump 
forty feet up a tree, and twice as far down it ; how he 
could cHmb a greased pole, and walk on his hind le^. 
WgU, sir, after he was throi^h, and the crowd were 
looking at the animals in silent admiration, a little boy 
stepped up and said : " I say, mister, will you please tell 
me which is y'r elephant and which is y'r monkey? " 
Then the showman answered the little boy, as I wiU 
have to answer you. Colonel. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor, yom: story is very iaterest- 
ing, but how did the showman answer the boy? 

King. "Well, the showman looked at the little boy, 
and then said to him, " My friend, you paid twenty-five 
cents at the door to see these animals, and now look at 
them and take your choice." And, Colonel, if you have 
time, I will tell you another anecdote about a fox. 

Lofty. My dear Doctor King, please excuse me, I 
would rather not hear another anecdote just at this 
moment. I am compelled to step back and see if my 
boots arc dry. 

And Colonel Lofty stepped into the cabin. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A DKINE OF CLARET, AND WHAT IT LED TO. 

Whilb the last conversation, narrated in chapter 
nineteen, between Colonel Lofty and Doctor King, 
wa*) progressing, I was invited by Major Shelton 
to join him in a glass of claret in the cabin. We were 
in the act of raising our glasses to our Kps, after having 
clinked them tc^ether in the most approved dueling 
style, copyii^ the example set by Colonel Lofty. This 
ceremony may, by the uninitiated, be thought useless, 
and I have heard it eaJled vulgar by others. But 
nothing is more appropriate in affairs of honor. The 
sudden clink of the glasses mildly represents the pistol 
shots, and the drink following depicts the harmony and 
good feeling which is always the result of a meeting on 
the field of honor. 

But I digress. At this moment Colonel Lofty entered ; 
he started, stopped, aoid stood transfixed ; his eyes, 
turned full upon me, seemed to pierce me through ; 
then, gradually, he raised himself to such an erect posi- 
tion that hia body was bent far backward, and he march- 
ed by me in stately grandeur ; he did not speak, and his 
face seemed to denote rather grief than anger. I felt 
oppressed; and when Colonel Lofty returned to the 
outer air, made it a point to saunter near, and open a 
conversation with him, as follows : 
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Hurd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I hope that you 
experience no inconvenience from stepping into the river 
last night? I have had the honor to be informed that 
it was a mere act of courtesy, on jour part, to a guest. 
Tour noble action does you great honor, and reflects 
credit upon the gentlemen of this country, whom you 
so ably represent. 

Lojiy. Colonel Hurd (profound bow, and with a 
rather gratified expression in his eye), your remarks do 
me but justice, sir ; and it reflects great honor on your- 
self that you are able to appreciate my act of courtesy. 
But, Colonel Hurd, you know I am a plain, blunt man. 
I hope you will pardon my mentioning the fact, that 
you, notwithstanding your uniform cotu^:esy, have in- 
flicted upon me a most severe and painful wound ; you 
have deeply grieved me, sfr, and caused me to suffer a 
pain such as no other man, except yourself, could in- 
flict. 

Hurd (with innocent and astonished air). My dear 
Colonel, how have I injured you ? 

_ Lqfiy. Colonel Hurd (bow), juat fifteen minutes ago I 
did myself the honor of walking throi^h the cabin ; 
and, when there— ah! Colonel, your own heart tells 
you what I saw, and your own sense of honor tells you 
what I must have suffered. I did myself once the honor 
to explain to you the pain oceasioned me by a similar 
act which I witnessed on the part of your friend Colonel 
Strong, but that was nothing compared with my feel- 
mgs now ; for. Colonel, I did you the honor to consider 
you one of the most courteous gentlemen I had ever had 
the pleasure of meeting, and, pardon me, you knew how 
I viewed your friend. Oh, Colonel, that you should 
have drank with Major Sheltou, after having twice Ae- 
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clined to driiik: with me, on tlie ground that you never 
drank. . 

Hurd. Colonel Lo% (bow), allow me to think that 
you do me a great injustice. I only drank wine with 
Major Shelton, at Ma polite invitation. How could I 
refuse him under the code, without doing myseK and 
liim dishonor, for I do sometimes drink wine ? Had you 
asked me to drink wine, Colonel, I assure jou that not 
for one moment would I have hesitated to drink with 
you. I hope you will do me the honor to recoheet that 
you asked me to drink whiskey, and I refused, on the 
ground that I never drank whiskey. 

Lofty. Ah, my dear Colonel (bow), while your excuse 
seems plausible, and reheves my feehngs to some ex- 
tent, yet I regi-et that you should, with me, deal in 
(pardon the expression) mere technicalities, a mere play 
upon words, sir, in a matter of so much importance, 
and where so much is at stake. You know, Colonel, 
how much honored I would have been by sending for a 
bottle of wine, so that I could have done myself the 
pleasure of drinking with you. Expense is nothing, sir, 
to Hercules D. Lofty, where honor is at stake. Tou 
must have guessed, Colonel, that I undci^tood you to 
mean that you never drank at alL 

Hv/rd. Colonel Lofty (profound bow), I submit it to 
your own delicate sense of honor, whether I could have 
acted otherwise than I did, under any principle of that 
high-toned courtesy so necessary in conducting an affair 
of honor, I was your guest. How could I, standing in 
that position, make a suggestion which might, by pos- 
sibility, impose upon you either trouble or expense ? I 
could not do it ; but the point was so novel and interest- 
ing that I consulted not only the most noted dueHsts of 
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my acquaintance, but all works on etiquette, and (par- 
don me for mentioning the fact) that my course was, 
by the great weight of authority, sustained. But I pause 
for your more esperienoed judgment. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), this is one of the most 
intrieate and astounding points of etiquett-e that I have 
ever had the pleasure of encountering under the code ; 
and, allow me to say, that you have raised yourself im- 
mensely m my estimation, by having had the honor of 
raisii^ it. There can be no doubt, sir, that it reflects 
credit on your coolness, judgment, and keen sense of 
propriety, which I have rarely seen equalled. And, 
Colonel, I shall do myself the honor of agreeing with 
you, and I now propose that you will do me the honor 
of drinking with me generally. Select your own liquor, 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), it will afford me much 
pleasure to comply with your request. 

And we drank, after havir^ clinked our glasses to- 
gether, and harmony was restored. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Neil's landing. 

At 12:42 p. St., on tlie 23d day of Jtdy, 1873, our boat 
rGached Neil's Landing. The yellow trunk, and all our 
other ba^age, consisting of divers articles necessary 
in adjusting aifairs of honor, including the little brown 
jug, etc., were taken ashore. 

No troops, police force, or sheriff, were present to in- 
terfere. And OUT agreeable landlord assured us, that 
under the law of Jackson County, Florida, every man, 
whether citizen or sti-anger, should do exactiy as he 
pleased, and either drink or fight, as suited him best ; 
that the practice with the citizens was, to drink first, 
which was necessary to keep off chills, and fight after- 
wards, to keep in practice. 

We reached our comfortable lodgings, which had all 
the advantages of clean sheets, etc. ; no guest havit^ 
lodged in our hotel within the last eighteen months. 

At 130 p. M., Colonel Lofty approached Major Wood- 
son, and in the most artistic maimer handed him the 
following note : 

" Nrh:'b Lahdiito, State oe Florida, 
" First floor of Hotel (name uckaown). 
'■ July 33d, 1873, 1 r. M. 
" Majoe J as. p. Woodsos, present en ville. 

" My Dear Sik : — You were kind enough to inform 
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me in Columbus, that you would receive a eommumiea- 
tion, -wMcii I had for jou, at this place. I have the 
honor to inquire at what time it will suit your con- 
venience, to receive that communication ? 
" I am, dear sir, respectfully, 

" Your obeihent servant, 

" Hekcules D. Lofty, M. D." 

Major Woodson requested me to bear his reply to 
tliis polite note. 

Finding Colonel Lo% in his apartments ou the first 
floor of our hotel, the reply of Major Woodson was 
presented by me, and received by him, in a manner 
which did credit to both of ua, and which was in ae- 
cordaoce with the etiquette of tlie code in every par- 
ticular, including drinks and bows. For Colonel Lofty, 
although he detested wine— m fact remarked, that it 
made him almost as sick as a drink of unmixed water- 
had a bottle expressly for my benefit. 

Major Woodson's note, which was read duiii^ this in- 
terview, was as follows : 

" Nun, s Lakbisg, Florida, 
" July 33d, 1873, 1:35 p, m. 

" Colonel Heeculbs D. Lopfy : 

" Sm : — In reply to your note just handed me by 
yourself, I have the pleasure to state, that I will receive 
at any time, when it may suit your convenience, the 
communication which you have for me. 

" I am, sir, respectfully, 
"J, F. Woodson." 

At the hour of 3:15 p. m., Colonel Lofty, in his most 
urbane and stately manner, approached Major Wood- 
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son ; each bowed low to the other, and then Colonel 
Loftj, first askii^ and obtaining permission, placed ia 
Major Woodson's hands a note, which was in the fol- 
lowing words and figm-es, " to mt : " 

" Neil'9 Landing, Florida, 
" Jttlj 33d, 1873, 3 r. M. 

" Majob (Tames F. Woodson : 

"My Deab Sie: — ^In the Columbus '8un' of June, 
25th, over jour signature, appears an adTertisement 
which reflects most cruelly upon the memory of my de- 
ceased cousin. "WhateTer course the press may have 
seen cause to pursue, or anonymous winters may have 
chosen to publish, I submit was without either the , 
knowle(%e or desire of his family, either immediate or 
remote. Tlie all^ations you make in that article are 
of an exceedingly painful character, and I am unwilling 
to beheve that you would wantonly insult the memory 
of the dead, or gratuitously wound the feelings of the 
Hving. Therefore, I address you this letter, expressing 
the hope that you will disclaim all such intention, and 
request that you will withdraw every portion of that 
article, which reflects discreditably upon tlie memory of 
my deceased relative. This note wiH be handed you 
by my friend. Colonel H. D. Lofty. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" T. J. PoBTEB." 

After reading this note, Major Woodson bowed low 
to Colonel Lofty, and Colonel Lofty bowed low to Major 
Woodson. And then Major Woodson informed Col- 
onel Lofty that his reply would be presented by a 
friend. Then they both bowed and parted. Now, all 
was intense curiosity in the apartment where Major 
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Woodson's friends were assembled, to see the note 
which had been brought from the city of Atlanta, in {he 
State of Geoi^ia, to NeH's Landing, m Florida, to be 
dehvered— that note which Colonel Lofty had so sa- 
credly guarded; that note which Major "Woodson had, 
from want of experience in these matters, presumed to 
be a hostile message ; that note which the Major had 
m yam ofiered to receiTO in Columbus, Georgia. And 
upon its bemg exhibited, Tarious were the remarks 
made. Meanwhile, I was lost m admiration at the re- 
markable foresight which had been eyinoed by Colonel 
Lofty. The prophets and soothsayers of ancient days 
could not be compared with hhn. Who but a man of . 
such vast eiperience could haye predicted, when that 
note was written in Atlanta, that the negotiations would 
finally result in Major Woodson seleofing Neil's Land- 
ing ? Who but Colonel Lo% could haye foreseen that 
the boat would reach NeU's at the hour it did ? Who 
but he would haye had the dehoacy of dating the note 
so as to fit these cfrcumslauoes ? And then I called to 
mmd the pleasure Colonel Lo% had eipressed to me 
at Major Woodson selecting that point. I could but ex- 
press my admiration of all this foresight to my friends, 
when one of them, who had not seen the correspondence 
between Colonel Lofty and Major Woodson, remarked 
that he did not beheye in predestination, and that he 
thought the note was written at the tune and hoar it 
bore date. But I conyinced hun of hia error instantty, 
by exhibiting to him the former letters of Colonel 
Lofty, showiig oonolusiyely, that this note, which Major 
Woodson had come to Neil's Landing to receiye, was in 
the possession of Colonel Lo% while m Columbus, and 
eyon tho last note signed by that gentleman tended to 
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prove the same fact. Major Woodson concluding to 
take time to answer this poKte note, inasmuch as it 
only asked for a withdrawal of certain statements, and 
not for a meeting, we dispersed, and I had a casual 
conTersation at 3:30 p. m., with Colonel Lofty, in which 
I intimated this fact to him ; but as that conversation ia 
set out pretty fully at Colonel Lofty's request, in a let- 
ter which I did myself the honor of writing to him, I 
omit to give it here, referring the curious reader to the 
letter itseK, which is copied in chapter XXXV., in this 
volume. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

AS TO WHETHEIt AN INTERMEDIATE NOTE SHOUU) BE 
DEUVEKED. 

After the occorrence of the eyents narrated in 
chapter twenty-firat, Major "Woodson and myself strolled 
about the country until nearly dark. Upon our return 
we were met by the urbane Colonel Lofty, who re- 
quested a private conference with me, which I pohtely 
acceded to, and we discoursed as follows : 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), have you a note from 
Major Woodson to Captain Porter, requestii^ to be 
allowed time to answer ? 

Surd (bow). Certainly not, Colonel Lofty. Major 
Woodson does not expect to do himself the honor of 
writing such a note. 

Lefty. Colonel (bow), you surprise me beyond meas- 
ure. I certainly understood you to say, in our informal 
conference, that Major Woodson would do himself the 
honor of writing such a note. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), I hope you will permit 
me to say, respectfully, that you misunderstood me. I 
assure you that no such thought ever entered my mind, 
for Major Woodson had ccmcluded to write nothing un- 
til he formally answered Captain Porter's note. In the 
first place, he thiidis this is the proper course under 
the code, and in this view I concur with him. In the 
next place ^q friend of his choice is not with him. 
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Lcifty. Colonel Hurd, I am compelled to pain myself 
by differing with you on your fij-st point, and allow me 
to say, Colonel, that yon should yield to my greater ex- 
perience in these affairs. I assure you, sir, that I am 
always correct — a written note must have a written 



In nineteen of the affairs of honor which I have had 
the honor to conduct, this point was raised under Wil- 
son's Code, and in each of them I required an inter- 
mediate answer, respectfully asking time to reply. I 
never had any serious contest over this poiat but once, 
when! felt myself compelled to challenge the opposing 
second, whose opinion diifered from mine, which de- 
layed tlie original affair eight hours and twenty-three 
minutes, as I had the pain of killing my antagonist at 
the first shott I always fire before the word "one," 
and almost invariably hit my antagonist just above the 
r%bt eye. In the particular case to which I refer, the 
new second, selected on the demise of the first, im- 
mediately agreed with me in my construction of the 
code. 

Hurd. WMle my respect for your Judgment in such 
matters, Colonel, is almost unlimited, yet in this in- 
stance, as my opinion differs from yours, I am impelled 
reluctantly to decline the honor of having you manage 
both sides of this interesting affair. The code, if I am 
not in error, does not require an instantaneous answer. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), lot me beseech you as a 
friend to reconsider. I assure you I have only Major 
Woodson's honor in view in offering you this advice. 
Allow me to have the pleasure of saving his honor. I 
am satisfied that you can no longer refuse my request 
when I inform jou, that so well do I know my position 
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to be correct, that I shall, if you do not accede to it, re- 
main at this place with my principal for the next forty- 
six days. I tnow, Colonel, that you wotdd not inaict 
this punishment upon me. The mosquitoes are terrible, 
and there are no "bars," and our landlord says, that no 
man can remain here more than a week -without havii^ 
fever and ague ; then the whiskey, I assure you, Col- 
onel, is not fit to drink. I had almost as soon drink 
wine, or even water. Oh, Colonel, it will be terrible, but 
my honor will compel me to stay, and Hercules D. 
Lo% win do what honor demands. 

Surd. Colonel Lofty (bow), while I deeply regret 
your decision upon your own account— for the mosqui- 
toes I know to be bad, and from your description the 
whiskey is equally so— yet, bemg convinced that Major 
Woodson is right in his decision, I can not advise him, 
even after knowing your views differ from mine, to 
alter his opinion. We leave here at 8 p. M., on the 
next boat, and if you adhere to your determination to 
remain, I will do all in my power to alleviate your 
suffering. I can ship your mosquito bars and a barrel 
of whiskey by next boat from Eufaula, and any other 
commission I will be only too happy to execute. 

Zqfty. Colonel Hurd, I beg you to consider the ex- 
pense, and the suffering I must endure, before the bars 
and whiskey, you so kindly offer to ship, can reach me ; 
and if you are not wilhug to trust my judgment upon 
this point, I hope you will be willing to leave it to the de- 
cision of Captain Porter's Surgeon, Doctor Courtney. 

Surd. Colonel Lofty (bow), if you will do me the 
honor of returning with us on the next boat, I will 
agree that Doctor Courtney and General Eock may con- 
sider this point when we arrive at Columbus, and 
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should they decide that an mtermediate note is neces- 
sary or proper, it shall there be written and ante-dated 
as if sent from this point. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), I will, with yonr per- 
mission, take twelve minutes to consider your proposi- 
tion, after the termination of this most interesting con- 
versation ; and, Colonel, allow me now to remari, that I 
know Major Woodson came here prepared to fight, and 
brought arms with him. 

Murd. Ah, Colonel! will you do me the honor of 
mentioning wko informed you that Major Woodson had 
arnkS with liim ? 

Lofty. My dear Colonel (bow), I have no accurate 
information on the subject, but I am willing to leave it 
to you on your honor to say, whether he has arms with 
him, for I know you are the soul of honor and would 
scorn to bo nntruthfol in anything. 

Hurd. Colonel Lofty (bow), if you leave it to my 
honor I will be compelled to honor you and myself by 
answerii^, that if Major Woodson has arms with him , 
he has certainly made no display of them. Allow me 
to hope. Colonel, that this answer gives all the infor- 
mation you desire. 

Lofty. Certainly, Colonel, I was not seeking informa- 
tion. 

And we bowed and parted, and in twelve minutes 
afterwards the proposition of arbitrament was siccepted, 
and we were all rendered happy by the prospect of 
Colonel Lofty's company on our return. 

Just before the boat arrived, our loquacious landlord 
(whom I take pleasure in recommending to all duehsta 
in the country) approached me mysteriously and said, 
with a very fair duehi^ bow, " Colonel, as I told you 
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the law of Jackaon County is all right on fighting, but, 
sir, there is a newspaper pubhshed in this county, which 
is always meddling ia other people'8 concerns, and I 
Just know they wiH send a man up here to pump me 
about this matter ; now, what tale must I tell liimV " I 
said, " My friend, tell him the truth. Let that paper 
print the truth once, as an example to all other papers." 
"But, Colonel," said he, "I don't know the truth 
about this matter." I replied, ""Well, my friend, just 
tell the truth, as fax as you know it. No man knows 
the whole truth, but let every man tell it as far as he 
knows." " Well, then. Colonel, I will tell the newspaper 
man that neither party came here to fight, but that you 
and Colonel Lofty ace the two politest men I ever saw." 
At nineteen minutes past 8 p. ir., the up-rivor boat 
left Neil's, with both parties on board, homeward bound. 
At eleven minutes after 9 p. m., the Woodson party had 
retired to their etate-rooms. 
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CHAPTER XXin. 

DOCTOB KING 8EABCHE8 POK A DETNE. 

At 5:06 a. m. Doctor King awoke, witli a senaation in 
his throat aa if he liad been awallowing dry cotton, and 
some of it had lodged therein. 

At this early hour no ladies were astir, and hence 
Doctor King emerged from hie atate-room in his night- 
dress — consisting only of a shirt, which, not being 
confined in his pantaloons, as usual with him in the 
day, hung out from his body yery much like a lady's 
dreas, except that it was not half so long — made his way 
through the boat, and awoke Major Woodson and his 
friends, in his search for a drink ; and, after they had 
been thus aroused, several of them complained of hav- 
ing a sensation in their throats as if they had been 
swallowing dry cotton, and some of it had lodged ; but 
on examination it was foimd that none of them had 
any spiritous, vinous, or malt hquors — their supply had 
been estausted. 

Then Doctor King, in his nig^t^dress aforesaid, awoke 
the captain, mates, stewards, and cook of the boat, for 
the same object, and with a like unpleasant result. The 
Doctor, now being desperate, and the sensation of dry 
cotton in his throat becoming more and more annoy- 
ing, seized a tumbler in his right hand, approached 
Colonel Lofty's state-room, touched the Colonel, and 
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then actually shook liim ; finaDy Colonel Lofty " did 
himself the honor to awake," and looking out of his 
berth perceived the bowing figure of Doctor King,- 
apparreled as last aioreaaid. The courteous Colonel 
cast his eyes upon the glass in Doctor King's hands, 
but delayed making any remark until he had raised 
himself in his berth to a sitting posture ; then he said, 
" My dear Doctor Kiag (bow as profound as the limits of 
his berth would admit), I will, with pleasure, sir, do my- 
self the honor of druiking with you ; and allow me to 
remark, that it is most kind and courteous in you, my 
dear Doctor, to come around and bring me a drink, at 
this early hour of the morning. In fact, sir, it is a 
courtesy I have rarely seen equalled under the eode ; " 
and he held out his hand for the glass in the Doctor's 
hand. Doctor King bowed and said, " My dear Colonel, 
excuse me, I have Just called on you for the purpose of 
getting a drink, as none of Major Woodson's party 
have a drop. This glass is empty, and I have failed to 
find any on the boat. Will you be so kind as to allow 
me to have access to your'littie brown jug?'" 

Colonel Lofty exclaimed, " Oh I my dear Doctor, how 
you have disappointed me ! My friend, Doctor Court- 
ney, and myself, sat up last night and drank all we had 
left. Oh ! oh ! (placing his hands on his person, just 
below his breast) I would give one hundred doEars for 
a drink of whiskey." 



>sm..„ Google 



PKA.CTICAI. LESSONS UNDER THK CODE DCELI.O. 113 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

COLONEL lofty' S OPIKION OF THE PBE8S. 

At 9 A. M. of the 24th of July ■we touched at !Port 
Gaines, and shipped a small quantity of whiskey. At 
12 M. we arriTed at Eufaula, and here the boat stopped 
long enough to take ia a full supply of liquors, and here 
we found the morning papers from Columbus, Georgia. 
At 12 : 50 p. M., just thirteen minutes after we left Eu- 
faula, all of ua were standing on deck, smoking, when 
Colonel Lofty approached me — not in his usual manner, 
but with indignation depicted on his countenance— a 
newspaper in his hand. 

" Colonel Hurd," said he {omitting his bow), " have 
you seen this infamous and insulting piece in the 
' Sun ? ' " "I have not, as yet, done myself the honor to 
read the ' Ban,' " I replied. 

" Then," said Colonel Lofty, " I will inflict upon myself 
the pain of reading this horrible piece to you, sir ; but 
first allow mo to make a remark : I hold, that a gentle- 
man's name belongs to himself, and that no man has a 
right to use it, write it, or print it, without having first 
obtained permission from the owner. Gentlemen do 
not want notoriety — we wish to live in a quiet and re- 
tired manner, apart from shop-keepers, pohcemen, and 
mere men of business ; in a quiet manner, sir, that per- 
mits us to settle our affairs of honor in our own way. 
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Wliat gentleman wants his name advertised and vended 
about in an infamous sheet, Kke the inventor of some 
quack medicine ! It cannot be submitted to, Colonel I 
Hercules D. Lofty and George W. Hurd will let the 
world know, that their names axe never to be used, un- 
less permission is first obtained. Just hear me read 
the false and Ijing remarks of this filthy little sheet :— 

" ' The Reported Duel : — For a number of days the 
streets have been full of rumors of a duel between Ma- 
jor James P. Woodson, of Alabama, and Mr. Porter, of 
Atlanta, Greoi^ia. The quarrel is said to have originat- 
ed from an advertisement, pubhshed in this paper, com- 
menting upon the evidence offered in a lawsuit, so far 
as it related to the personal character of a Mr. Thomas 
K. Smith, deceased. The Major was one of the coun- 
sel Eeport states that Mr. Porter demanded a retrac- 
tion, which Major Woodson refused. Yesterday, Major 
W. left here on the steamer " Farley." Colonel Lofty, 
who is acting for Mr. Porter, with his principal, and a 
Hajor Shelton, left the city early yesterday morning, 
intending to take the boat at Woolfork's. Among those 
who took the boat here were Colonel Gr. W. Hurd — said 
to be Major Woodson's second — andDoctors King, Jones, 
and Wyatt. All matters conjiected with the affair are 
kept very close, but the general report is, that a chal- 
lenge win be passed at Neil's Landing, in Florida. Mr, 
Porter has not registered at any of the hotels, and we 
do not know his given name. We hope the affair can 
be settled without a fight ; rumors are plentiful, and al- 
most worthless. A telegram received states that the 
boat passed Euf aula last night, and no arrest made. ' " 

After reading this article. Colonel Lo% proceeded : 
"Now, Colonel Hurd, you will at once perceive that 
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every -word in this piece is a most mlful falsehood." 
Doctor Wjatt said, in a mild, conciliatory maimer, " I 
do not look on it exactly in that hglit, Colonel ; there 
may be some errors, but I suppose they were uninten- 
tional." Colonel Lofty proceeded, "Colonel Hurd, you, 
sir, beii^ a lawyer, kuow the force of the masim, ' Fahus 
in uno,falsjt8 in omnibus,' " and turning to the others, 
who were supposed not to be so learned, he said, in 
English, " ' To be false in one thing, proves that a man 
is false in alL' It is a maxim handed down to us from 
the time that the Eoman Empire was in its pristine 
glory, and has always proved true ; it is now oven en- 
tered upon our law-books— as Colonel Hurd will testify. 
Now, look at this mahcious piece ; do you not see it 
states that I, Hercules D. Lofty, intended to take the 
boat at "Woolfork's, when, in fact, I did myseK the honor 
of steppmg on the boat, on the opposite side of the 
river, at Abercrombie's Bend?" "I would amend by 
saying, glided down to the boat," suggested Doctor 
King. Colonel Lofty turned to the speaker with an in- 
dignant air, but, before answering the untimely sugges- 
tion, his kindness of heart intervened, and he only said, 
" Oh, Doctor, please consider that this is no time for a 
joke, or a play upon words. The honor of all of us is 
at stake, and Hercules D. Lofty will protect it. We all 
know the statement I have referred to is false ; it there- 
fore follows, that every word and letter of this infamous 
and scurrilous squib is false. If I am not correct in 
this assertion, then the maxim is false — which is impos- 
sible. Now, Hercules D. Lo% places a higher value 
upon truth than upon any other thing in this world, or 
the nest ; for truth is honor, and honor is truth, and, for 
a man to be untruthful, or to prevaricate even in the 
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t particular, fills me with untold horror. A man 
who is iintnithful is worse than an infidel. Now I have 
concluded to challenge the local editor of this paper, 
and, Colonel Hurd, I have done myself the honor to 
select you as my second, to bear ray note to this man." 
I rephed, " Colonel Lofty, you do me great honor, but 
inasmuch as I am so situated as to make it impossible 
for me to act, either as principal or second, in an affair 
of honor at this time (as I have heretofore explained to 
you), I hope you will do me the kindness to excuse me. 
Were I differently situated, nothing would' give me more 
pleasure than to act for you." Colonel Lofty said, 
smiling and bowing, " Colonel, I know that you are so 
situated as to bo unable to act, and I therefore excuse 
you ; but, sir, I demand of you, that you appoint one of 
your party to bear my menage. I think it proper that 
this matter should be represented by both parties. I 
will do the fighting, and I only require a second from 
your party." 

I rephed, " Colonel, I will readily comply with your 
reasonable request ; allow me first to appoint them all. 
Doctor Wyatt, Doctor King, Doctor Jones, Doctor 
Grotius ; please approach them. Colonel, and ascertain 
which of them is most anxious to act for you, in this 
important affair, and inform that gentleman from me, 
that I give my fuU consent to his acting — as he pleases." 

Colonel Lofty thanked me kindly, and in turn ap- 
proached each of the gentlemen named, but each being 
convinced that nothing but blood could alleviate his 
outraged feelii^, declined to act for him, all of them 
being frienc^ of Captain De Soto, the editor in question. 
So well was I acquainted with the high-toned, sensitive 
nature of Colonel Lofty, that I expected him to chal- 
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lenge each one of the gentlemen refusing, and he would 
undoubtedly have done so, but a happy idea changed 
the current of his thoughts ; he called both of our par- 
ties together and invited us to drink ; we drank— then 
adjourned to the lower deck, and sat around on some 
empty cofBns, shipped at Eufaula ; then Colonel Lofty 
arose from his seat on the largest coffin and remarked, 
" This piece, which I hold in my hand, is a most infa- 
mous one ; and, on reflection, I must think that the man 
who wrote it is devoid of tmth, and therefore not enti- 
tled to be noticed by mc— for no man can be a gentleman 
who is not truthful in every particular. It has occurred 
to my mind to mention how I once acted in a similar 
case. One of the first editors in one of our latest 
cities, had caused my name to be printed in his paper, 
without first asking permission, and had the impudence 
to make some remarks about me, which I considered 
insultmg, though not to be compared with this scur- 
rilous piece. I purchased a lai^e cowhide, walked 
quietly into his sanctum, where I found him with his 
coat off; without saying a word I took him by the col- 
lar and gave him four cuts across his face, and three 
over his left shoulder. I then notified him that a full 
and ample apol<^ must be printed in his paper next 
day, or I would use my cowhide freely upon his per- 
son. Next day a most handsome apology was pub- 
Hshed. That editor now, before printii^ my name, in- 
variably sends round a pohte note, asking permission to 
do so, with a copy of the piece he proposes to print. 
Now, I am inclined to take a sunOar course in this 
most remarkable case;" Doctor Wyatt said he thought 
a more temperate method might be adopted, and be 
equally beneficial to all parties, but Colonel Lofty's in- 
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dignation, haTing been aroused by the Maitj of every 
■word in the article alluded to (which he had so tm- 
answerably demonstrated), remained obdurate, and an- 
nounced that the conference was ended, and that " the 
Httle brown ji^ " awaited us in his state-room. Upon 
repairing to the point indicated, we found the.statement 
of this remarkable man to be true in every particular, 
more true than his modesty had aUowed him to stato, 
for not only was the Jug tiiere, but " the scent of the 
whiskey remained round it still," and a flask of wine set 
aside for Major 8helton and myscH, whom Colonel 
Lofty facetiously called, " the light brigade." 



oyGoogle 



FKACriCAI. LESSONS UHDEK THE CODE DUELLO. 119 



CHAPTER XXV. 

MORE ABOUT THE SLIDE. 

DUEiSG the afternoon of the 24:th of July, Colonel 
Lofty approached me, and remarked : " Colonel, you 
doubtless heard the expression used by our dear friend. 
Doctor King, about my sliding down to the boat. Now I 
am opposed to jokes, and oui- friend. Doctor King, does 
nothii^, that I can see, but teh anecdotes about monkeys 
and other animals, and crack jokes ; and, permit me to say, 
that I consider some of his jocular remarks, as (pardon 
me) neither -witty nor appropriate, on such an occasion 
as this, or during the pendency of any affair of honor. 
Now the remark to which I refer, jarred very much upon 
my sense of honor and propriety. The point I was 
proceeding to discuss, at the time of his interruption, 
was one in which his honor was almost as deeply in- 
volved as my own, and his jocular way of saying, that 
I, Hercules D, Lo%, sUded into the boat, was very 
painful to mc. Is Hercules Dit^enes Lof^, M. D., a 
piece of timber, to be slided about?" 

Surd. It is rather a difficult problem. Colonel, to find 
an expression which conveys the exact truth, and at the 
same time is compatible with your dignity, which must 
be upheld at all hazards ; but allow me to si^gest the 
words ; yotir " dashing descent," in Heu of your "slide," 
as Doctor King terms it. 
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I^fty. Colonel Hurd (bow), permit me to thank you 
for the su^estion yon have so kindly made, and while I 
really see no necessity for alluding to the circumstance 
at all, yet, if it should be alluded to in future, I would 
greatly prefer that the expression you suggest should 
be adopted. WiU you do me the favor, Colonel, to in- 
form your friends that I prefer it ? I have no doubt. 
Colonel, that you saw and appreciated the cause of 
my— of my " dashing descent," 

Hurd. Certainly; the overhanging bank gave way, 
and you, unintentionally, came down with it. Such ac- 
cidents sometimes occur, even where every precaution 
has been taken to avoid them. 

Lofty. Ah! Colonel, you do me great injustice. I 
would have thought that your great power of observa- 
tion might have enabled you to see the occurrence in 
its true light. AUow me to explain it; but before 
domg so, pennit me to remark, that it was not an acci- 
dent, sir. I am not a creature of accident ! No, sir ; 
Hercules D. Lo% never allows liimseH to be swerved 
from his course by accident. And neither was my— 
my " dashing descent " unintentionaL No, Colonel. I 
had under my care and protection, the lives and honor 
of my friends. I saw at a glance, the extreme danger 
of the position ; my friends were approachir^ a preci- 
pice, where a false step might result in death. What 
was my duty under such circumstances ? Hercules D. 
Lofty did his duty ; he stepped boldly forward, taking 
all the danger upon himself. I well knew, I admit, that 
my remarkable presence of mind, and eookess in the 
most imminent peril, would, in aU probability, save my 
hfe, where the want of those admirable qualities in 
my friends might hare proved their destruction. My 
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effort to aave them was successful. By my bold and 
prompt action, I demonstrated to my friends where the 
dangerous part of the precipice was, and they were 
enabled to come down by a safe route, and my own 
vonderfiil presence of mind prevented any injurious 
results io myself. I suppose you noticed. Colonel, 
when that snag had inserted itself into and through my 
pants and drawers, the great coolness I displayed in 
turning my body sightly, so as to effectually prevent 
its being stuck through my thigh? Now I hope, my 
dear Colonel, that you will explain this matter, so that 
no report may be started, discreditable to my judgment, 
about an accidental fall. 

Hurd. Your noble action does you infinite credit, and 
should be recorded in history. It will afford me pleas- 
ure to see that this incident is viewed in its true 
light. 

At this moment Doctor King approached, eating the 
back-bone of a chicken, which the cook had kindly re- 
served for him, and remarked, " I am sorry we pass 
' Abercrombie's Bend ' in the n^ht. I wanted to get 
another look at that place. In case any one should in- 
quire about it when we get home, I would like to be 
able to give an accurate description of it. By the way, 
gentlemen, that calls to mind a most interesting anec- 
dote, and as we have nothing else to do, I wiU relate it. ■ 
There was a man who— — 

Lofty. My dear Doctor, pardon me for interrupting 
you ; but you wiU find these Havanas very fine. Will you 
honor me by trying one ? (offering them to both of us). 

King. My dear Colonel, I am much ob%ed (taking 
a cigar, and putting it in his pocket). Tou wiU pardon 
my putting this cigar ki my pocket. I am not quite 
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through -with my snack, and, besides, you taow I can 
neyer tell an anecdote while I am smoking ; and as you 
seem so much intei-estod in the one I have just com- 
menced, I will not deprive you of the benefit of it by 
Hghting my cigar. Well, there was a man who had a 
most remarkable dog — that dog 

Lofty. Pardon me, my deaa- Doctor, for again inter- 
rupting you; but I have some kaportant lettere to 
write, and hope you wiU eseuse me (and he bowed, and 
retired). 

Doctor King's face was radiant. Lis eyes twinkling, 
and hia sides shakiog with laughter {probably at the 
recollection of the incidents in his proposed anecdote), 
but he refused to proceed with his recital of it to me, 
sayiug, that he would wait imtil Colonel Lofty was at 
leisure to hear it. " He cannot possibly stay in that 
eabiQ more than ten minutes, for I have just come 
through it, and it is hot enough m there to barbecue a 
hog. It ia perfectly suffocating, without a particle of 
fresh air. I tell you. Colonel, he can't stand it. He 
will have to come out in a very few minutes, to get air." 
And again the fat sides of the Doctor shook with sup- 
pressed laughter, until it seemed to impart a trembliug 
motion to the boat. 

But Doctor Kii^ was mistaken in supposing that 
Colonel Lo% would abandon the cabin, before his self- 
imposed task was completed. It is true, that several 
times the Colonel came to the door and looked out diu"- 
ing that swelterii^ afternoon ; but on Doctor King's 
caUiug to him to come out, and stating that he had re- 
served his seat near us, m the most pleasant part of the 
boat, Colonel Lofty poKtely declined the mvitation, 
on the ground that he had not completed his letters] 
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and re-entered the cabin. Each time this was repeated, 
the trembling motion was imparted to the boat, bj the 
shaldng of Doctor King's sides. 

It pained me to think, that the duty of -writing those 
important letters should have confined Colonel Lofty to 
the uncomfortable cabin for so long a time. 
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CHAPTEK XXVI. 

THE INTEHJtEUIATE NOTE QUESTION. 

As the sun rose, on the morning of tiie 25th of July, 
we amved in Columbus, and General Eock was imme- 
diately notified that he and Doctor Courtney had been 
selected to decide the momentous question as to wheth- 
er, under Wilson's Code, it was necessary that Major 
Woodson should write a note to Captain Porter, poUte- 
ly requesting the latter to aHow a specified period of 
time, in which to answer his note of 23d of July. 

At 10 A. M. these gentlemen proceeded to investigate 
this important subject. After a prolonged and patient 
investigation no precedent could he found, embracing 
the precise point, which sustamed Major Woodson's 
view, 

■ Upon the other hand were the nineteen precedents, 
embracuig this precise pomt, reeoUected by Colonel 
Lo%, but which had never been pubhshed, owing to 
the remarkable modesty of that great man, and to 
which there remained no hving witness except himself. 
Each one of these precedents fully sustained Colonel 
Lofty's proposition. One of them being of so high a 
character as to have cost a gentleman holding an oppo- 
site opmion his hfe. So far, then, as regarded prece- 
dents. Colonel Lofty's position seemed impregnable. 

And Doctor Courtney, upon an examination of the 
enthe subject, was of opinion that it was correct. 
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General Eock, howeyer, appearing to disr^arcl the 
nineteen precedents, and applying himself to the high 
reason of the code, was of opinion, that only one reply 
wa8 necessary, and that it might be made at any period 
within the time allowed by the code. And in the pres- 
ent instance, that an intermediate reply was unneces- 
sary. 

At 9 p. M. the question remained undecided. At 9: 45 
r. M. an umpu-e was called in, who decided that a short 
note, stating that an answer would be made in the usual 
time, would not be inappropriate, and, inasmuch as it 
was desired by Colonel Lofty, it might be considered 
courteous to send it informally. Thereupon the follow- 
ing note was written, and, by one of the arbitrators, 
handed to Colonel Lofty : 

"Nkil's Lakdiso, JulySOd, 1873. 
" SiK : — I have received your note of this date, and 
will reply within the usual time. 

"I have the honor to be, respectfully, 

" J. F. Woodson. 
" To Captain T. J. Pohter." 

"Whether the umpire weighed fully the nineteen prec- 
edents I am unable to inform ray readers. And it is to 



I that the question is still an open one. 
Standing thus, eighteen simple and one fatal precedents, 
remembered by Colonel Lo%, in favor of the necessity 
of sending an intermediate note, asking to be allowed 
time, agamst one simple precedent, an arbiti-ation with 
a divided board in favor of the propriety of an inter- 
mediate note announcing that an answer would be 
made within the usual time. 
While this arbitration was in progress. Colonel Lofty, 
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after courteously drmking with each friend, whom he 
did himself the honor to meet, repaired to the " Sun " 
office and there met Captain De Soto. 

What occurred durii^ that important interview I re- 
gret to say cannot be narrated with the accuracy and 
precision so desirable in this history ; and inasmuch as 
the recollection of Colonel Lofty upon the subject is 
stated in a letter to myself, dated 23d August, 1873, 
copied in chapter XXXTI. ; and, as the recollection of 
Captain De Soto, being diametrically opposed to that of 
Colonel Lo%, is stated in the clippings from the press 
herein contamed, my own recollection of their inter- 
view is intentionally omitted. The fact that I was not 
present thereat induces me the more readily to adopt 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

AT OPEUKA. 

On the morning of the 26tli of July the following 
article appeared in the " Sun : " 

"From personal information received from Colonel 
Herculee D. Lofty, -we state that the article published 
in yesterday's ' 8un' was erroneous in many particulars. 
We therefore withdraw the article in toto, regretting 
that we have, on the strength of rumors and telegrams, 
connected the names of Colonel Hercules Diogenes 
Lofty, M. D., Major Shelton, and Captain Porter, ia. so 
mortifying a position." 

On the same day I repaired to Opcliia, and, upon 
stepping from the cars on my arrival, had the honor of 
meeting Colonel Lofty, Major Shelton, and Captain 
Porter, and was informed that we had traveled on the 
same train, but in different coaches. "What my readers 
and myseU have lost by my failure to tiavel in the same 
coach with Colonel Lofty, and hear his varied conversa- 
tion, can never be known, for the Colonel never repeats, 
except on bows and drinks. 

Immediately on my discovery of Colonel Lofty and 
his party, I approached and requested them to do me 
the honor of waUdr^ over to Dunbar's sample rooms, 
for the purpose of taking a parting di-ink 
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To my aslomslmeiit. Colonel Lo% poKtely deoiined 
my m-ntation; his refusil was so unexpected thai I 
could, at tlie momenf, make no reply, when the Colonel 
with that penetration which is one of his distinguishmg 
traits, observmg my embarrassment, remarked, " Colonel 
I assare you that it is from no feohng of disrespect that 
I decline your most courteous offer, but I have on hand 
an affafr of such Tast importance to my peisonal honor 
as to make my acceptance impossible at this moment ; 
and It IS but courteous that I should state the natui'e of 
the business which now engages my attention, as an 
eicuse for decHning to drmk with you. AYhen you hear 
me, I am satisfied that you will do me the justice to say 
that I am right in eyen going so far as to postpone a 
drmk, to accomphsh my object. This train remams 
here only half an hoar ; I intend pursuing my journey 
to Atlanta upon it. o J J J 

"Yon are aware of how grossly I was msulted in 
Columbus, by Colonel Strong. TTell, sh-, I ha™ put my- 
self to the trouble of preparmg a most humble apology 
for Colonel Strong to sign, which states, among other 
thmgs, that he considers himself a low dog, and begs me 
to forgiye him for the wrong he has done me, and 
promises to make a similar apology m the neit issue of 
his paper. I propose to make hin sign this paper 
mstantly. If you, Colonel, will be so kind as to show 
me his office, 1 will probably be through with this httle 
affan- m less than fire minutes, for I do not intend to 
ahow Colonel Strong to speak, but merely let him sign 
this paper. I do not think I shall eyen take the trouble 
to read it to Mm. When it is signed. Colonel, if there 
IS time, I win do myself and you the honor of drinking 
with you." 
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I bowed low and said, " Colonel, I think it will prob- 
ably be longer than you at present calculate before 
Colonel Strong's signature is affixed to that paper, al- 
though it reflects credit on yourself that jou should 
be -willing even to postpone a drink, not to speak of 
the danger of jour present undertaking, to save your 
honor." 

Colonel Lofty straightened himself to his most erect 
position and looked me in the eye. I saw at once that 
some portion of my remark had " grieved " him. He 
said, " Will you please explain what you mean by yotu- 
remark, Colonel Hiird, ' That it will be longer than I 
calculate before I compel Colonel Strong to sign this 
paper?' I said five minutes, sir, and Hercules D. Lofty 
never lies. Colonel, please pardon my iasiating on an 
explanation from you," 

I replied, with my most polite bow, " Colonel, you are 
aware that Colonel Strong left this point, for North 
Carolina, about the time we left Columbus for Neil's 
Landing, and it is reasonable to suppose that his retmn 
by this time is a most improbable event." 

Colonel Lofty said, wi^ his usual courteous saluta- 
tion, " Colonel Hurd, it does me honor to accept your 
excuse, and as you think Colonel Strong has not re- 
turned, I will now do myseK the pleasure of drinking 
with you, at the place which you were so kind as to in- 
dicate." 

And we walked over to tho bar-room. As wo went 
Colonel Lofty requested me to inform Colonel Strong, 
on his return, that he had called to see him, but to say 
nothing as to the object of his visit, for, he said, "Al- 
though Colonel Strong has injured me so deeply, I do 
not desire to make his degradation more pubhe than 
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may be necessary to sustain my ow-n honor." Mark 
the magnanimity of the man ! 

After we had imbibed of the best at Dunbar's, 
Colonel Lofty did me the honor to take me asido and 
remark, "Colonel, I have been considering this affair 
between Captain Porter and Major Woodaon, and have 
come to the conclusion tbat it may possibly be settled 
witiiout bloodshed. I feel a great interest, not only in 
preserving the life, but also the honor of Major Wood- 
son, I assure you, Colonel, that I have nothing in the 
world against Major Woodson, except one remark, which 
he made on our trip. I had asked him most courteous- 
ly to do me the honor of drinking -with me, and he re- 
plied, that he had just taken a drink, and preferred keep- 
ing his nerves steady, to drinking any more; now, I 
might have excused him under the circumstances had 
he not added, ' But, Colonel, as it is you who do me 
the honor to offer the drink, I will take a little, just to 
show you that I do not think the liquor you offer me is 
poisoned.' I drank first to show Major Woodson that 
he was mistaken in supposing that Hercules D. Lofty 
would poison liquor. I could not resent the insult at 
the time, because the original affair was pending, but I 
propose to send him a note, as soon as we can arrange 
the matter between himself and Captain Porter ; and, as 
I had the honor of remarking to you, I have now come 
to the conclusion no blood need necessarily be spilt in 
that affair. The mode in which I propose to settle it 
is, that Major Woodson write just a short note to Cap- 
tain Porter, which I will do myself the honor to dictate, 
stating in substance that he deeply regrets his error, 
and hopes that Captain Porter will forgiye him. la 
this simple manner the lives and honor of both parties 
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can be saved. I think such a note will be satisftictory 
to Captain Porter." 

I bowed and said, " Colonel, I have no doubt that 
your suggestion is prompted by that kindness of heart 
which does you so much honor, yet in this instaneo it 
is useless. Ton are aware that I am not, and mil not 
be, Major Woodson's second ; when his second is select- 
ed, Major Woodson's honor will be in his hands. It 
would, you know. Colonel, be indelicate in me to offer 
any adyice to either. Could I overcome these scruples, 
I could not, Colonel, consent to assist in placing you in 
so false an attitude as you would occupy should it ap- 
pear that you attempted the conduct of both sides of 
this most intricate ailair. I doubt not that you would 
fill the delicate position with more than ordinary pru- 
dence, but you know it is so usual to have each side 
represented by different parties. Colonel, would you 
honor me by your views on this point?" 

Colonel Lofly said, that the information he had 
given me about the note which, in his opinion, should be 
written, was strictly confidential, and that he wished me 
on no account ever to mention it. " In fact I would 
prefer that it should never be known, that Hercules D. 
Lofty, even in the strictest confidence, intimated the 
character of the note which Major Woodson should 
write in reply to that of Captain Porter." 

Of course. Colonel Lo% was assured by me that the 
suggestion he had so kindly made would never be re- 
fon'ed to. And of course it never was referred to. 
And, hence, no benefit was derived therefrom in tliis 
afi'air. It is only recorded here because it is a fact, and 
may be useful in some future duel. 

After this conversation we lighted our cigars, and 
bowed and parted. 
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CHAPTEE xxvrn. 

COLONEL LOFTY'h CAED. 



On the twenty-eighth of Jvdy, 1873, 1 had the pleasure 
of receiving throi^h the mail, a copy of the " Herald " 
from Colonel Lofty, containing a card from himseH ; and 
as this card refers to Wilson's Code, and, at the same 
time, lays down rules greatly in advance thereof, I con- 
sider it of great value, as everything from the pen of so 
eminent a man must be, and do myself the honor of 
copying it : 



"Gentlemen, Editors of Atlanta 'Herald;' 

" Eetuming home this evening, I have Just read, with 
pleasure, your article in reply to the Augusta ' Chronicle 
and Sentinel.' Will you permit me, gentlemen, to add to 
it ? If so, I would remark, that the first principle of 
human nature is, 'That every wrong must have its 
atonement.' Mr. Jefferson has said, either wisely or 
unwisely, 'That all men are, of right, bom free and 
equal.' Mr. Blackstone has said, ' That the basis of aU 
law, is the givmg up of some right, for the better pro- 
tection of others.' 

" From these three axioms spring the Civil Code, and 
the Code of Honor, as well as the Constitution under 
which we hve. 

" Permit me, gentlemen, siuce I see so manv con- 



ismnjy Google 



rRACTICAL LESSONS UXDEE THE CODE DUELLO. 133 

dcmning that of which they evidently know nothing, to 
hand you John Lyde Wilson's Code of Honor, and ask 
you to print it in joar columns, I dare not add one 
word to the sentiments of that lofty gentleman, but sub- 
mit if it be not true that the code is lofty, which bows 
the head of the most noble gentleman to the level of 
the lowest serf, if the gentleman has stooped to insult 
the serf. Permit me, also, to add, the duel is not the 
result of the code ; it is the failure of the code, pre- 
cisely as amputation is not the result of surgery, but its 
failure — the limb cannot be cured, we cut it off. Blood 
is so bad that a street-fight will result ; parties are too 
much incensed ; if they meet in the street, probably 
neither of them wiU be hurt, but innocent people will 
suffer, WeU, the code takes these men out of the 
street ; prevents their endangering others ; leaves not 
their case and quarrel to themselves, but .turns it over 
to two or four disinterested men of equal rank, who say 
what shall be done in the matter. If they cannot agree, 
they call a Board of Honor, which may consist of as 
many men as they see fit to select. 

""Where lies, then, the difference between this law 
and the law of the land, save, that this gives men trial 
by their peers ? The law of the land takes a jury ; and 
we, of the modem day, alas, know what Courts of 
Justice are, and know how they are manf^ed. 

"And now, gentlemen, I submit to you a grief. 
Gentlemen, the principle of meum et teum. "What is 
mine is mine, and is not yours. You have taken, within 
the last few days, the liberty of handlii^ my name, and 
giving me and my friends, whom I had invited to join 
me Ltt a pleasure excursion, a degree of notoriety ex- 
ceedingly unpleasant to me and to theja. 
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" I think, my friends, you owe it to me to witlidraw 
both my name and theirs from pubHc notice, simply 
upon the principle, that the dearest thing a man can 
have IB his name and fame. 'What is mme is not 
thine; touch not thou it.' Believe me, my friends, 
modem journalism is in error upon that point. If not, 
however, as a right, as a favor — spare my name. 

" And now, gentlemen, as you have touched my name, 
and that of my friends, I have a righi to your columns 
for replp. 

"I beg you, therefore, print me this one time and 
spare me in the future. 

" I '^m, gentlemen, with profound respect, yom: sincere 
friend and most obedient servant, 

" Hehoules D. Lofty, M. D." 

It will be seen, from this ably written card, that in 
this country- a gentleman may now be compelled to 
fight a serf. 

This Uberal practice being estabhshed, many of the 
prejudices heretofore existing against the code in the 
minds of the ignorant, on account of its alleged ex- 
clusiveness, must be at once and forever dissipated. I 
was at some loss, however, to determine who were the 
serfs in this country, as at present organized, and Col- 
onel Lofty being too distant from me to obtain his 
opinion, I consulted Doctor King upon the subject. He 
said, "that ho supposed Colonel Lofty meant boat- 
hands when he aUudcd to serfs." 

I give his opinion for what it is worth. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

COLONEL LOPrY OPENS A COKKEBPONDENCB WITH COLOKEL 
nUED. 

On the morning of the ninth of August, I was grati- 
fied by receiTOig the following pleasant note from 
Colonel Lofty, through the mail : 

" Atlanta, Ga,, Auguat 7, 1873. )_ 
1:35, P.M. )' 

"Colonel Geokge W. Hurb. 

"My Dear Sir : — You did me the honor to mk leave 
to call upon me unofficially at Neil's Landing, in Florida, 
on the twenty-third of July, at 3:30 p. M. You stated 
that your visit was an unofficial one. I rephed, that I 
■was glad to receive you at any time, and in any manner. 
You said you would ask me (unofficially), with a view to 
adjusting matters to suit our personal convenience, if 
the e^hth of At^ust would suit me for an answer to the 
note from Captaia Porter, which I had Just deUvered 
to Major Woodson, 

" A debate between you and myself followed, which 
referred to a Board of Honor two points, viz. : 

" First, How much time was allowed you, or whether 
time at all ? 

" Second, Whether you should — in case time was al- 
lowed — address us a note, asking for the time, or an- 
nouncing to us the time you toot ? 
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" The reply of the ' Board ' was a note from Major 
James F. Woodson, addressed to Captain T. J. Porter, 
and handed me by a member of the 'Board,' Doctor 
Courtney. That note Huuiiiy announced that Major 
Woodson would reply ivithin the usual time. 

" Now, Colonel, tlii'i may mean any time within forty- 
sis days from the eighteenth of July, when I addressed 
my first note to Major Woodson, or it may refer to your 
■' unofficial ' proposition of August eighth. 

" Will you, my dear sir, in view of my personal affairs, 
enlighten me as to your time, so that I may have my 
personal affairs ia readiness ; otherwise, I shaU be com- 
pelled to hold myself in constant readiness to move at 
a minute's warning from now until the momuig of the 
thu-d (3d) day of September, proximo. 

" I shall do the latter, if you require it, but for my 
pei^onal sake I would ask the charity of some definite 
understanding. 

" I am, my dear Colonel, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" Hehcules D, Lofty, M. D," 

I answered this note as follows : 

" 0PB1.IKA, Ala., August 9, 1873. 

"Colonel Hercules D. Lofty. 

" My Dear Sir :— Tour favor of the seventh instant to 
hand. Contents noted. I regret not being' able at 
present to give you definite information as to the inten- 
tions of the friend of Major Woodson. If I find I can 
do so, it will afford me pleasiu:e to comply .with your 



" For fear of some future misconstruction, I feel it 
my duty to say, that my recollection does not concur 
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with yours as to what took place between you and my- 
self at Neil's Landmg. I would at present call your 
attention to one point. Tou seem, from some reason, to 
eoTint time from eighteenth of July, when, according to 
my recollection, the first and only note ever received 
from Captain Porter by Major Woodson, was dated 
twenty-third July, 1873, 3 p. M. Wbile I have no idea 
that this date will ever be material, I deem it proper to 
refer to it in answer to your letter. 

"I remain, eir, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 

"G. W. HURD." 

On the twenty-second of August, I received the fol- 
lowing letter, by mail, from Colonel Lofty : 



"CoLOKEL G. "W. HuED, Opehka, Ala. 

" My Deae Sie :— I was absent when your favor of the 
eleventh, in reply to my note of the seventh instant, 
came to hand, 

"I am sorry that 'your memory ' of the occurrence at 
'Neil's Landing,' differs from mine. I am quite sure 
mine serves me correctly. I shall regret if the 'different 
opinion ' on your part continues, though, as you have 
failed to mention it to me, I do not know in what it 
consists. However, I have consulted my memory, and 
have referred my note to you to Doctor Courtney, and 
I am quite sure that the matter was as I had written 
you. Should you still, after considering the matter, 
continue in your same opinion, I fear we shaU find 
our difference irreconcilable— in which case I can only 
say I am at your service, and humbly await your pleas- 
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ure. I am sorry to tell you, that I eaimot permit a 
count of time to rim from the twenty-third of July. 
" Tou are well aware that I eommeneed action on the 
. eighteenth, and that I notified Major Woodson on that 
day, that I had a ' message for him ; ' and, as all subse- 
quent delay arose from the action of your party, I can- 
not, in justice to mj friend, permit advantf^e to be 
taken of it. There has been far too much delay, and, I 
regret to add, too much publicity, in this affair ah-eady ; 
therefore, I am compelled to notify you, that my action 
■will commence upon the morning of the third of Septem- 
ber, 'proximo,' unless I shall hear from your party 
sooner. I shall await your pleasure at this point, and 
should I be compelled to move earlier, I will notify you, 
both by letter and telegram. 

" Meanwhile, I am, Colonel, 

" Your very obedient servant, 
" Heecules D, Lofty, M. D." 
To this letter I made the following reply : 

"OwiLiKA, AXA., August 33, 1873. 

" Colonel Hercules D. Lofi'y. 

" My Deae Sib :— Your favor of the twenty-first in- 
stant is at hand. It would be veiy absurd forme to be 
offended with you, because my recollection of an ' un- 
official ' conversation does not happen to concur with 
yours. Being perfectly satisfied with my own recollec- 
tion, I freely acknowledge your right to an equal confi- 
dence in yours. 

"I concur with you in regretting the 'publicity,' 
■which must, however, have been stopped by your card 
in the ' Herald.' 

" As to your intimation of the course you intend to 
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pursue, in reference to Major Woodson, and the views 
you present aa to bis duty, I do not feel called upon to 
make any response, not representing him, as you are 
aware, in this matter. I presume that, on inspection, 
the correspondence between yourself, and Captain 
Porter, and Major "Woodson, will speak for itself. 
" I am, sir, Tcry respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 
" G. W. HUHD." 
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CHATTER XXX. 

COLONEL LOFT\-'a COERE8P0NDBNCE WITH COLONEL SITtONG. 

On the llth day of August, 1873, at the hoiir of 
10 : 15 A. M,, being busily engaged in my office, my at- 
tention was suddenly attracted by unusual sounds in 
the adjoining office of Colonel Strong. These words 
only caught my ear distinctly : Pertinent ! Impertenest 
PUPPY ! I Then followed a crash, as if a blow had been 
struck. At once I rushed to the assistance of my friend, 
thinking him engaged in some, perhaps mortal, combat. 
He was alone ; his chair upset ; a Jetter in his hand ; his 
face pale as death— always a sign, with him, of intense 
anger and excitement. 

In answer to my hurried question as to what was the 
matter, he said : "Read that 1 1 (handing me the letter 
which he held) and see what a fool your friend, Lo%, 
is. But before you read .it, tell me, if you please, what 
the word pertinent means." I told him. " Exactly," said 
he, " that is what Webster says. Now, Colonel, I know 
you admire Colonel Lofty, and certainly your manners 
have improved, since you became acquainted with him. 
But if he has the impertinence to annoy me by writing 
about his 'pains and griefe,' occasioned by my asking 
him a pertinent question, I'U break a two-year-old 
hickory stick over his head." 

deeply, that my friend Colonel Strong 
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could not appreciate the sublime traits of character of 
my h-iend Colonel Lofty, I ai-gued the matter with him, 
kindly, until he finally became calmer; and I read the 
admirable and feehng letter of Colonel Lofty, handed 
me by Colonel Strong, as follows : 

" Office and Salbs-hoom of Poktbr & Smith, 

" Grocers and CommisBion Merchants, Manufaotarers and Import- 
ers of Liquors, etc. Consignments and <irders solicited. 

■' Atlanta, Georgia. August 7, 1873. 
" Colonel F. T. Strong, Editor 'Patriot,' 

" My Dear Sie : — I have this moment seen Colonel 
Henry Y. Smith, who has ]ust returned from Opehka, 
and tells me that you have returned from your Carolina 
trip, 

" I did myself the honor to stop to see you at Opeh- 
ka, on July the 28th, when on my way up from Colum- 
bus, Georgia, but had the mortification to find you 
gone. 

" I hence, with pleasure, avail myself of this, the ear- 
liest moment, of addressing you. Permit me to express 
the hope, that your trip was a pleasant one. 

" And now, my dear sir, for the ' res in gesta.' Do 
you remember, my dear sir, the first visit that you and 
Colonel G. W. Hm-d paid to me at the Bankin House, 
in Columbus, upon the 18th day of July ? It was, I 
think, about 4: 30 p. m. of that day, that you occf^ioned 
me a great grief. 

" I think, my dear sir, that upon that occasion, with- 
out having been properly authenticated to me in writ- 
ing, or otherwise, than by a verbal introduction, you 
permitted yourself to address to me a Tcry pertinent 
question— so pertinent, indeed, was it, that I found my- 
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self unable to answer it, but told you that I would refer 
it to my ftiend, to whom it related. That I did ao refer 
it, you must have been sure, for I brought my friend 
back with me and introduced him. 

" You and Colonel Hurd then did me the honor to en- 
ter my room, where Colonel Hurd presented" me a note. 
This note I was about to exhibit to my friend Doctor 
Courtney, when you permitted yourself, notwithstand- 
ing the sanctity of my room, and the pledge of the in- 
troduction I had just given you, to repeat, to Doctor 
Courtney, the very same question, 

" So pertiaent and so singular, Colonel, was your 
twice-repeated question, and so marked — ^I might al- 
most say menacing— was your tone and manner, that I 
assure you, my dear sir, it occasioned severe pain and 
grief, both to myself and Doctor Courtney. 

" My duties, as joax host at the time, added to the very 
peculiar situation I was then occupying, precluded the 
possibility of my saying anything at that moment. 

" I now approach you at the earHest moment practi- 
cable afterwards, and in doing so, I feel sure that it is 
only necessary to state to you the grief under which I 
have the mortification to suffer. 

" Your earhest reply is respectfully requested. 
" I am, my dear sir, with profound respect, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

" Hercxjibs D. Lofty, M. D." 

Colonel Strong answered this feehng letter as follows : 
" OrELiKA, August 11, 1873. 

" Colonel Hebcules D. Lofty. 

" Sib :— Your pohte commmiiRation of 7th instant, 
through t!ie mail, has been received. 
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"I am not aware of liaAing said anything, at the pre- 
cise tune to ■which jou refer, that should have occasion- 
ed jou either great 'pain ' or 'grief,' 

"I always studiously avoid asking other than 'perti- 
nent questions.' And, if my recollection of the defini- 
tion of the word ' pertinent ' is correct, it seems to me 
you should not have been occasioned 'pain or grief,' 
by my propounding to you a ' pertinent question,' If 
my memory is not defective, the word ' pertinent ' 
means, related to the subject, or matter, in hand ; just to 
the purpose ; adapted to the end proposed ; apposite, etc. 
" I am sir, respectfully, 

"F. T. STnosG." 

In vain did I attempt to induce Colonel Strong to use 
the words, " My Dear Sir," in addressing this note to 
Colonel Lofty, for I feared that his tender feeling would 
be wounded by being addressed as " ^V," and if so, the 
consequences might be terrible ; but that great man 
Mndly overlooked this important point, and answered 
as follows : 

" Atlanta, Q\., August 31, 187;!. } 
2:30 P.M. i 
" CoLOBEL r. T. Strong, Editor, etc. 

"My Dear Snt:— Your favor of the lltli mstant I 
found waiting me on my return. 

" Your reply, that you had no intention to pain Doc- 
tor Courtney, or myself, is entirely satisfactory to me. 
" I have the honor to be, Colonel, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 
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CHAPTEU XXXI. 

ITAJOE WOODSON SELECXa A 8EC0HD. 

On the 26tli day of August, 1873, at 1:30 p. m., I left 
the eity of Opelika ; reached the town of Seal, upon the 
same day, at 5 p. m. ; and while there, had the pleasure 
of meeting Major Woodson. He informed me, that he 
was ready to make his reply to the courteous note of 
Captain Porter. 

But the question which now perplexed the Major 
was, whom, out of his numerous friends, he should select 
as his second. After the names of many had been can- 
Tassed, Major Woodson straightened himself in his 
chaix, and bringing his right hand heavily upon the 
table near him, said : " Colonel, I shall request my friend, 
J. T. Hardy, to act for me." 

I su^ested, that Mr. Hardy had only arisen to the 
rank of Lieutenant in an artOlcry battalion — had even 
dropped that title since the close of the war. And, that, 
while Mr, Hardy was a man of undoubted honor, and a 
disciple of the code, yet he might be considered as 
wanting in that h^h polish and familiarity with it, 
which so distii^uished Colonel Lofty ; and, possibly, 
that gentleman might prefer dealing with a person more 
nearly approaching himself in rank and polish 

Major Woodson looked me firmly in the eye, and 
said : " Colonel, I am not selecting a friend, in this mat- 
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ter, merely for the purpose of pleasing Colonel Lofty ; 
what I mainly desire is, a man who suits myseK, and 
one upon whom I can rely in any emergency. Now, 
Hardy stood by me at Baker's Creek, and througli the 
siege of Vicksburg. I know him, and can depend on 
him ; he shall act for me." At this time a messenger' 
approached us, bringing letters to Major Woodson from 
the mail, I noticed a slight flush upon the Major's 
cheek, as he read one of these letters. 

He presently handed it to me, remarkiiig, " I suppose, 
Colonel, you will at least admit that your favorite as- 
sumes a good deal, in taking charge of both sides of this 
affair." 

The letter which Major "Woodson handed me, was as 
follows : 

"Atlanta, Ga., August 34th, 1873. ) 
" National Hotel, 9;20 p. m. f 
" Major J. F. "Woodson : 

" My Deae Sib : — I have just terminated a cor- 
respondence with Colonel Hurd, which, as it bcara 
directly upon yourself, I feel it to be my duty to submit 
to you. 

" You see. Major, that, either intentionally or other- 
wise, yon failed to properly accredit Colonel Hurd to 
me. I consented, however, to receive your notes from 
his hands, because of his high character and standing ; 
only taking the precaution to have each one properly 
authenticated, as having been dehvered to me from 
you, together with the hotu- of dehvery, as, save in one 
note, you had failed to fix the hour of writing. 

" As Colonel Hurd now dechnes to hold the portion 
of your friend, only as it may suit his convenience and 
taste, and as I have, certainly, waited a reasonable time 
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for you to accredit some one to me, I ask you at once to 
name some friend, throi^h whom the future correspond- 
ence, in relation to the affair between youraeK and Cap- 
tain Porter, may be conducted. 

" As I have stated in my letter to Colonel Hurd, and 
for the reasons therein recited, I shall expect to reeeiye 
your written reply to the note from Captain Porter — 
delivered by me to you, in person, at Neil's Landing, in 
the State of Florida, at 3 p. M. of July 23d— at least, by 
10 A. M. of the 3d of September. 

" In view of the manner in which I consider Colonel 
Hurd h»8 trifled with me, I will expect, Major, your 
nest messenger to be properly authenticated to me in 
writii^. 

" I shall await your pleasure at the National Hotel, in 
this city, unless some unforeseen circumstance should 
arise. Should I suddenly be required to move, I shall 
notify you, both by letter and telegram. Meantime, 
Major, I am, with profound respect, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

After reading this letter, I remarked, " Colonel Lofty 
has more than once assured me, Major, that he took 
a deep interest in preserving not only your life, but 
your honor. And the advice he gives, is only wrung 
from him by that high-toned, chivalrous spirit, which 
cannot confine itself to a one-sided view of the ques- 
tion." 

Next morning we took the train for Columbus, 
Geoi^a, and arrived there at 10:45 A. sr. Ihiring the 
morning. Major "Woodson requested me to read his re- 
ply to Colonel Lofty, which was as foUows : 
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" Columbus, Ga., August 37t!i, 1873. 
" CoLONBL Hefcuieb D. Lofty : 

" SiE : — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communicatioii of the 24fch inst., enclosing a 
correspondence between yourself and Colonel Hurd, 
and advising me, that jou would expect a reply, through 
some accredited Mend, to Captain T. J. Porter's note of 
July 23d, by the 3d day of September, prox. Pardon 
me for saying, that I regret the correspondence between 
yourself and Colonel Hurd as unnecessary, and im- 
proper. He was my accredited agent to you, only in the 
correspondence which preceded the note of Captain 
Porter. Upon the receipt of that note, I became the 
custodian of my honor, and promised to reply ' within 
the usual time.' 

" Any su^estions in the interim, such as your last 
note contains, you will again pardon me for sayii^ I 
consider unkind, 

" When I am ready, Colonel, I shall reply to Captain 
Porter ; and inthe mean time, I have the honor to bo, 
" Very respectfully,' 

" J. F. WOODSOK." 

Later in the day, Major Woodson had an interview 
with Mr. Hai'dy, who at once assured him, that nothing 
would give him more pleasure than to serve him, and 
so the question, as to who should act as Major Wood- 
son's friend, was finally settled. 

In a private intervie\v with Mr. Hardy, I informed 
him, that Colonel Lofty was no ordinary man, and, as a 
duelist, had more experience than the gentlemen of Co- 
lumbus, Opehka, Brownsville, and Scale, and the inter- 
vening country all put together, and besought him not 
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only to consult the best living authorities, but to read up 
on dueling, and practice bowu^ and drinkiag whiskey. 
AH this he proiuised to do, but seemed in no way affected 
by my account of Colonel Lofty. He smiled once or 
twice during the minute description which I gave of his 
many acts of daring, and quietly remarked, that he 
would like very well to see the man, 

I felt great uneasmesa about the effect of the selection 
of Major "Woodson, and feared that the dehberate, and 
almost sarcastic, manner of Mr. Hardy might irritate 
Colonel Lofty. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 

COLONEL LOFTY WKITES TO COLONEL HUKD. 

On the 28th of August I arrived in Opehka, and, upon 
repairing to mj office, found the following letter from 
Colonel Lofty awaiting me : 



" Colonel G. W. Hukd : 

" My Deae Sir : — ^Tour prompt fayor of 22d i 
reply to muie of Slst, is to hand. While la 
Colonel, at your promptness, you will foj^ve me if I 
say, that I am grieved at the lack of perspicuity in yoiir 
reply. 

" Let me deal with you frankly. I am not, Hke your- 
self, learned in the law and skilled to write words that 
convey a sound that soothes the mind and lulls to hope, 
but, at the period that should bring fruition, breaks the 
word of promise to the hope while keeping it to the ear, 
leaving dull despair and shameful dishonor to the wait- 
iag fool. I am. Colonel, but a plain, blunt man, un- 
skiUed in craft or wily tactics — a man who says exactly 
what ho means, and means exactly what he says. 

" Foi^ve me, then, if I find your note unsatisfactory. 
And believe me, in the name of truth, when I point out 
wherein it is unsatisfactory. 

" In your letter of the 11th, you said, in reply to my 
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note of the 7th, that your memory of the occurrences 
at Neil's Landing differed from mine. 

" Now, Colonel,' I had -nTitten you upon the 7th what 
my memory was. If, therefore, your memory differs 
from mine, and you are not in error, either I had wil- 
fully and deliberately liod, or I must have been a most 
egregious ass, to have written privately to you a thing 
or things of which I was not sure. 

" This condition of things occurring to me, I was 
greatly distressed. I at once sent for Major Shelton 
and Doctor Courtney and consulted them. I referred to 
my letter to you, and have looked over all the papers in 
the case in order that my mind should come accurately 
to the point of our unoi&cial conversation, I gravely 
announce to you that I am unable, after all this care, to 
find a single error in my letter of 7th inst. 

" I therefore respectfully ask, that you will at once 
specify diatinctlj' wherein your memory differs from 
what I have written, as I assure you that I cannot con- 
sent to remain under a charge like that, though it be 
vaguely expressed and known only to you and myself. 

" You regret, with me, the pubheity this affair has ob- 
tained, and presume it was stopped by my card in the 
' Herald,' I eanuot permit you, Colonel, oven in your 
own mind, to do my friends of the ' Herald ' so much 
injustice. The ' Herald ' only printed my card, and 
reprinted (aa the cause of their action) the card of re- 
traction of the ' Sun.' 

" And this retraction of the ' Sun,' I am sure you 
know, cost me the pain of slapping the face and pulling 
the nose of Major De Soto, the editor. You know I 
had promised, both to your party and mine, that I 
would compel such a retraction, and you know I re- 
1 my word. 
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" You say as to the course you intend to puxsue in 
reference to Major Woodson, and the views you pre- 
sent as to bis duty, ' I do not feel called upon to make 
any response, not representing him, as you aire aware. 
An inspection of the correspondence between yourself, 
Captain Porter, and Major Woodson, will speak for it- 
seK.' Well, Colonel, I have consulted, and will let it 
speak. 

" I find from it that although you were never ofBcially 
authenticated as the friend of Major Woodson, never- 
theless you permitted yourself to bear every communi- 
cation which I received from him. 

" I own that you formally, but verbally, told me that 
in view of your connection with him, you could not pro- 
ceed further in the case. I was therefore surprised 
(but agreeably so, as I was glad to find myself con- 
fronted by so courteous a gentleman) to find you on the 
boat with Major Woodson. 

" After the deUvery by me of Captain Porter's note 
to Major Woodson, you made me that informal visit, 
about which I have had the misfortune to find you dif- 
fering from me in memory. It is, therefore, with trepi- 
dation that I remember you stated, that . the Major 
would like to have his friend with him. When I ex- 
pressed surprise, as you were there, you again reminded 
me of your relationship. I will not discuss this further 
with you. Colonel. I do not feel that 'the- game is 
worth the candle.' 

" 1 will only say to you plainly, as a plain man, that it 
seems to me you have trifled with mc. 

" As you now say distinctly, and in writii^, that you 
are not the friend of Major Woodson, I shall annoy - 
you no further about it, but at once address Major 
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Woodson, and request him to authenticate some friend 
to me with whom I may correspond, 

''In conclusion. Colonel, I hope I shall not be thought 
gomg too far when I saj that I trust, after your written 
disclaimer, that aU active interference in this matter 
■will cease, unless you intend folly to assume the respon- 
sibiHty of such action. 

"I remain. Colonel, your very obedient servant, 
" Humbly awaiting your pleasure, 

" Heucules D. Lofty, M. D." 

While deeply engaged in reading and pondering over 
this admirable letter, I was much irritated on being in- 
terrupted by the entrance of Charley Chip, to whom I 
remarked hastily : "Have you brought that miserable 
httle tin account ? I have certainly paid it, but call 
when I am at leisure, and I will pay it again, if I do not 
find your receipt. Yon see that I am engaged at 
present." 

"No, sir," he replied in amore dignified mannerthan 
is usual with him, " the account is all right. No, sir, I 
called round. Colonel, to hand you this note from Col- 
onel Lofty," and he presented me the foUowing note : 

'■ Opelika, August asth, 187!i.) 
"Adams Houbb, 10 a. m. y 
" Colonel G. W. Hmto, present en viUe. 

" My Dear Sik :— WiD you pardon me if I remmd 
you, tiat up to this moment, my letter of the 23d re- 
mains unanswered. Allow me to respectfully inform 
you, that I am in this .city, at the Adams House, where 
I will reside until I depart for Columbus, where I shall 
remain until the morning of the 3d of September. I 
shall reside at the Eankin House while there, and shall 
duly notify Major Woodson of my arrival. 
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" Permit me, Colonel, to call your attention again to 
my letter of the 23d inst., and allow me to renew my 
request, that yon will state to me, in writing, wherein 
yonr memory differs from miae, 

" Permit me to observe, that a chaise so vague as this 
ie very painful ; and is one under which I cannot rest 
quietly with honor. It is one you should not make, 
without full specification and proof. I havo now asked 
you no less than three times, to specify the chaige you 
havo made. 

" Once more I beseech you ; say distuietly and fully, 
in what your memory differs from mine. 

" I humbly await your pleasure. "With profound re- 
spect. Colonel, 

" I am your most obedient servant, 

" Heecuies D. Lofty, M. D." 

After reading this letter, I turned to young Chip 
solemnly, and said : " Charley, do you bear me this note 
from Colonel Lofty, as his friend or second ? " 

" No, sir ! No, sir ! Oh ! uo. Colonel ; he asked me 
just to step in, and hand it to you. Do you want me to 
wait for an answer, Colonel ? " he rephed. 

" No, Charley, you need not wait ; teU Colonel Lofty, 
that I will honor myself by replying to his letter by 
mail. You may go now, Charley." 

[Emt Charley. 
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CHAPTER XXXm. 

Mil. HABDY MEET9 COLOXEL LOFTY. 

PEOFEasioxAL busmess occupied my attention during 
the twenty-e^hth of August, and until 12 : 30 p. si., of 
the twenty-ninth. When I encountered Mr. Hardy 
stepping off the train from Columbus, he accosted and 
requested me to introduce him to Colonel Lofty. We 
repaired to the Adams House, and there met the 
Colonel, 

After mutual profound salutations and expressions 
of pleasure at meeting, between Colonel Lofty and my- 
seK (durit^ which Mr. Hardy stood by, perfectly un- 
moved, his eyes quietly directed upon Colonel Lofty,) 
I respectfully asked permission to introduce Mr. 
Hardy to Colonel Lofty, and, upon permission being 
granted, did so. 

Colonel Lofty, with repeated salutations, expressed 
his great pleasure and dehght at being honored by the 
acquaintance of Mr. Hardy. The latter, with a s%ht 
movement of his body, something like a bow, said, " He 
had wished for some days to see Colonel Lofty, and 
that he desired a private interview." 

Colonel Lofty bowed profoundly and remarked, "That 
it would afford him great pleasure if Mr. Hardy would 
honor him by entering his humble apartment, I be- 
heve," he continued, "you are a brother of my old 
friend. Colonel O. L. Hardy?" Mr. Hardy replied. 
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" That Colonel 0. L. Hardy was his brother." Upon 
my making a movement to retire, Mr. Hai-dy requested 
me to wait for him. " I will not detain you more than 
two minutes," he said. 

I smiled, as they retired into Colonel Lofty's apart- 
ment, and looked at my watch, for I thought Mr. 
Hardy had reckoned without his host, in allowing only 
two minutes, when thirty or sixty would, in my opinion, 
be necessary — for I knew his business was to dehver a 
note, and, under the etiquette of the code, a note could 
not be delivered in less than thirty minutes, even if 
the whiskey part of the imposiag ceremony was taken 
"straight.'" 

Imaguie, then, my astonishment when, at the expira- 
tion of one and one-half minutes, I saw both gentlemen 
returning. "We walked into the passage of the hotel to- 
gether, and had approached the flight of steps leading 
to the street, when Colonel Lofty, having left his hat 
and gloves, returned to search for them, and Hardy 
and myseK stood together, he lounging neghgently on 
the railing of the steps. I exclaimed, " It is not possible 
that you have deHvercd the note aheady? " " No," re- 
phed Hardy, "not exactly. You see, when we first 
went into the room, Colonel Lofty told me he would be 
honored and pleased, etc., to take the note as soon as 
we took whiskey, I told him that I always took busi- 
ness first and whiskey afterwards ; then Colonel Ixjfty 
said, 'he wanted Mr. Count Bismarck and others to 
■witness his taking the note.' It did not seem to me 
appropriate to have witnesses, especially as those he 
proposed, I knew, were not disciples of the code, and 
sr^gested the point to him, but he said, ' The way to 
make men admire the code and convert them to it was 
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to let them see tlio practical workiiiga of it,' and I, Just 
to save time, told him to bring in his witnesses, and be 
quick about it, but it seems that we will have to tramp 
over the city to find these unconverted anti-duelists." 

I rephed, that it seemed to me unusual, but I sup- 
posed the overwhebning necessity of making converts 
to the code in these degenerate days might well excuse 
conducting th$ affair in a slightly irregular manner. 

Colonel Lofty joining us, we walked up to Count 
Bismarck's store. I stopped at the door, but being re- 
quested by Colonel Lofty to assist in witnessing the 
important ceremony, entered, and we approached the 
Colonel, who stood in the middle of the store. (Ihuing 
the interview which followed, I could but be gratified at 
the evidently increased trade of my old friend Bismarck. 
His store was crowded.) 

Mr. Hardy remarked : Colonel, have you now wit- 



Lofty. Colonel Hardy (bow), I think, sir, that these 
gentlemen (bowing to first myself and then to Count 
Bismarck) will be sufficient. In some cases I require 
as many as four. 

Hardy. Here is the note, then (handing it to Colonel 
Lo%). 

Lofty. Colonel Hardy (bowing and taking the note 
hghtly by the corner), I wiU now, sir, do myself the 
honor to take this note. 

At this moment Mr. Hardy released his hold upon the 
note, not knowing that it was necessary, at this stage of 
the proceeding, for both gentlemen to hold the note up 
between them until the remarks of the recipient were 
concluded. Colonel Lofty not being prepared for this 
sudden withdrawal of the support feom the t 
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comer of the missive, it unforhmately fell between them. 
IMr. Hardy leaned back against a pile of com-sacka, 
glancing in a quiet, self-possessed manner alteiiiately at 
the note, as it lay upon the floor, and at the face of 
Colonel Lofty, which had assunmd a startled and sur- 
prised expression. 

The question arose in my mind as to whose duty it 
was, under these most peculiar circumstances, to raise 
the note from the floor. I was w illin g to do it, but not 
being connected with the affair, except as a witness, 
wae satisfied that it would be presumptuous in me to 
touch it. A second glance at Colonel Lofty's face 
showed me, that while that great duelist had probably 
never in his life been placed in so deHcate and harass- 
ing a position, yet he was of opinion, that inasmuch as 
the delivery of the note and its reception, under the 
code etiquette, had not been completed, that it was the 
duty of Mr. Hardy to raise it from the floor, but that it 
would be indeUcate in him, more especially as the 
point was novel and difficult, to express his views. 

On glancing again at Mr. Hardy, I saw, from his non- 
chalant and satisfied expre^on of countenance, that he 
considered it no affair of his, and that he construed the 
words of Colonel Lofty, " I will now do myself the 
honor to take this note," accompanied by the actual 
taking a comer of it in his hand, as a dehvery ; and so 
the matter stood, and it is probable that a dead lock 
would here have been made, which might have stopped 
any further progress in the affair which I am recording, 
for the note was quietly resting on the floor, and no 
one could take it up — or at least ea«h thought the other 
should do it — and there it must bave remained had not 
our anti-dueling friend. Count Bismarck, who had been 
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a few moments absent, waiting on a customer, returned 
and assisted the duel on its lege again by taking up the 
note and handii^ it to Colonel Lo%, 'saying : " Here is 
the note you dropped, Colonel," in such a quick im- 
pulsive way, that the Colonel bad it actually in his hand 
before lie was awai'e of what he was doii^. 

So solemn and impressive had been this scene, that 
trade had been suspended in Count Bismarck's store 
during its continuance. Not an article had been pur- 
chased (save and except two-and-a-haK pounds of sugar, 
which Bismarck ha<l himself weighed and sold to a poor 
woman), every tongue was still, every eye was turned 
alternately from the note to each of tie living actors in 
the scene, every ear was attentive ; even the casual 
pa^er-by on the side-walk paused with breath sus- 
pended and outstretched neck ; and when, at last, by the 
action of the accommodating Bismarck, the note reach- 
ed Colonel Lofty's hand, there was a long-drawn audi- 
ble respiration of rehef from the spectators, and trade 
went on — or at least as I at this moment turned my face 
to the spectators they turned theirs to the counters, 
and I heard inquiries as to the price of various articles. 

Colonel Lofty now stood ia his most erect position, 
with the note in his outstretched hand, and remarked :, 
" Gentlemen, I am now placed in a most overwhelming 
and delicate position ; never in the course of my expe- 
rience have I seen such a serious accident occur as the 
unfortunate dropping of tliis note, after its deUvery had 
been commenced, and before it had been completed. 
I am unable to say what would have been the result 
had not our friend, Mr. Count Bismarck, so coiu1«ously 
placed this note in my hands, actii^, as it were, as the 
proxy, or agent of Mr. Hardy," And turning to Hardy, 
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said, bowing low, " I suppose, Mr. Hardy, that you ratify 
and adopt the act of our friend, Mr. Count Bismarck, 
in completing the delivery of this note to me on your 
behalf?" 

Hardy. I am not responsible for what Bismarck may 
do, or has done ; I dehvered you the note and you took 
it, and then let it fall, and he handed it to you. I see 
nothing wrong about the matter, and don't pretend to 
understand why you should stand and look at the note 
so long ; I know but little about dueHi^, 

Lftfty. My dear Colonel Hardy (bow), it then seems 
you consider that you had completed the delivery of 
the note, when it unfortunately fell to the floor. That 
being the case, and inasmuch as I am now de facto iu 
possession of the note, and as it would be discourteous 
in me to replace it on the floor, so as to place matters 
in statu quo, I will, in this peculiar and most intereatir^ 
state of affairs, adopt your Yiews, At the same time, 
feeling it my duty to say (pardon the expression), that 
your view is erroneous, and that I will never, ia any 
future duel, be governed by this precedent. 

Hardy. Colonel, I would be glad to get off on the 
first train, and if it suits your convenionee to hurry 
matters, I would be pleased. If not, I wiU stay over. 

Lofty. Colonel Hardy (bow), to suit your private in- 
terests, we will dispense with as much ceremony as 
possible in so important a matter ; but, sir, it grieves me 
to do so. 

Hardy. Then, Colonel, don't do it ; I will stay over for 
the next train ; just go on and talk as much as you wish. 

Lofty. By no means, sir (bow). I will do myself the 
honor to read this note at once, without even waiting 
to be requested to do so (and he read as foUows) : 
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" 8iK :— I regret if the delay, which I have found 
necessary in framing a reply to your note of 23d 
of July, may have caused you iuconvenience. Tour 
complaint is, that over my signature in the ' Sun ' of 
25th June, an advertisement appeared, containing cruel 
statements in regard to the character of your deceased 
relative. The greater portion of that article contains 
simply references to swom testimony in a law ease, to 
which I presume your note does not refer — " 

At this point Colonel Lofty stopped reading, heaved 
a sigh, and said, " Major Hardy, it pains me exceed- 
ingly to decline to take this note, but it is my duty to 
do so ; and Hercules Diogenes Lo% will do his duty, 
cost him what it may. 

Hardy. Do you find anything discourteous or dis- 
respectful in the note. Colonel Lofty ? 

Lofty. Mr. Hardy (bow), on the contrary, sir, I 
find it most courteously expressed and respectful in its 
terms. I will, with yotir permission, state the impor- 
tant reasons which prevent my receiving this most cour- 
teous note. Captain Porter bad a fourth cousin, who is 
now dead, and being dead, it is a masim, handed down 
to us from time immemorial, that bis virtues, if he bad 
any, must bve after him, and be remembered, and his 
faults must be buried with him. Nothing can author- 
ize any fault of a deceased person to be ever men- 
tioned, or referred to, in any way. Major "Woodson 
mentions swom testimony, and presumes that Captain 
Porter's note does not refer to that portion of his arti- 
cle. Now, gentlemen, in the first place, no swom testi- 
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monj should ever be allowed, in any case where it may 
afEect injuriously the character of the dead. The bad 
character of the dead can never be discussed in any 
manner, or for any purpose ; any hving man or woman 
must be allowed to suffer or die, if need be, rather than 
assail the character of the dead. These principles are 
so well estabhshed under the code, that it ia unneces- 
sary to discuss them afc length, and I will proceed now 
to show the gentlemen here present, what Major "Wood- 
son's note should have been, to be satisfactory to Cap- 
tain Porter. First, then, he should have said 

Hardy. I would prefer. Colonel, your reducing your 
reasons for dechning to take this note, to writing, to 
hearing y®ur views about what character of note would 
be satisfactory to Captain Porter; but if you prefer 
talking longer, I will hear you through. 

Lofty. Colonel Hardy (bow), I will do myself the 
honor, forthwith, to act as you desire. 

And we walked into the back-room of Bismarck's store, 
and Colonel Lofty sat down to write, with his back 
towards a pail of fresh water standing near. Mr. Hardy 
raised a dipper fuE to his lips, remarking, " Bismarck, 
I'll take a drink." As the last word fell from Hardy's 
hps, Colonel Lo% arose, and in his most urbane man- 
ner, bowing profoundly, said, " Your suggestion, Mr. 
Hardy, is a most timely one ; I will do myself the honor 
to join you." At this instant, his eye caught the dipper 
suspended in Hardy's hand, and he turned suddenly 
back to hie writing, saying, " Thank you. Colonel, thank 
you ; I never drink water. I consider it imhealthy, sir," 
and I saw a melancholy, disappointed look settle for a 
moment on his face. 

In a few moments he turned again to Mr. Hardy, 
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remarkmg, " My dear sir, I am veiy much at a loss to 
know by what title to address you ; will you do me the 
honor to inform me as to the title you prefer to be ad- 
dressed by? " 

Ha/rdy. Certainly ; just write me down a " field hand." 
I have no title. 

Lofly. M.J dear sir (T>owiiig), I beg that you will 
allow me to use some title ; I asstire you, sir, that if we 
should ever be compelled to print this most interesting 
correspondence, it will look much better. 

Hardy. I never expect to have it printed ; in fact, 
that is not my object ; if we can settle the thing for 
these gentlemen fairly and honestly, I . am willing, and 
if we cannot, then, I say, let tliem fight, and not print. 

Lofty. My dear sir, your views do you gi-eat credit ; 
but, as a personal favor to myself, I hope you will 
allow me to add the word Esquire after your name ? 

Hardy. I rather prefer being addressed as a " field 
hand," but, if it wiU gratify you, write me down Es- 
quire, 

And Colonel Lofty proceeded to write. "When he was 
through, Bismarck stated that ho had a great curiosity 
to hear the rest of Major Woodson's letter ; " And I 
think," said he, "being called in as a witness, I am en- 
titled to hear it all." 

Lofty. If Mr. Hardy does not object (bow), I do not 
observe any particular objection. I deem it proper to 
state, however, that no matter what it may contain, the 
effect win be the same upon Hercules Diogenes Lofty. 

Hardy. It is a matter of indifference to me ; Colonel 
Lofty can do as he pleases. 

Colonel Lofty thereupon read aloud the remainder of 
Major Woodson's letter, as follows : 
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" I confine my reply, therefore, to that portion which 
refers to his intercourse Tvith Carohne Myers, and the 
circumstances eonneeteii with that transaction, embrac- 
ing his disconnection with the Church. Permit me, in 
the outset, to state, that the article in question was 
written in reply to an anonymous correspondent of the 
' Herald,' ia defence of my client and kiasman, against 
whom the foulest ehai^es had been preferred, pending 
his trial. The averments of that pubhcation led me to 
an examination of all the facts in the case, and I was 
forced by it — ^reluctantly I confess— to state ciccum- 
stances connected with your deceased relatire which I 
would not have done, but for the attacks of this anony- 
mous writer, and to disabuse the public mind of the 
prejudice sought to be engendered by it. These facts 
were derived from the very best authority, and their 
publication would never have been made had not the 
character of my information justified it. Tou will re- 
mark, also, that in the very letter of which you com- 
plain, I .offer to correct any mistake which I may have 
made as to facts. Having premised this much then, 
I cannot do you the injustice to suppose, that in your 
request to me for the retraction of injurious reflections, 
you desire that I should retract anything which is true. 
I am unwilling to indulge any such violent presumption 
against any man whom I regard, and with whom I cor- 
respond, as a gentleman. 

" Proceedii^, then, uj»on this hypothesis, I have the 
honor to submit to your consideration the enclosed cer- 
tificates, numbered fi-om one to four,* from gentlemen of 
the highest respectability, and also some official records, 
covering your ground of complaint, the originals being 

* See Appendix. 
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subject to your inspection at any time you may desire. 
I assure you that I regret the necessity of calling your 
attention to these facts, and wotild not do so if justice 
to myself did not require it. 

" Additionally, I will state, that at the time I was first 
approached by your friend. Colonel Lofty, I was en- 
gaged in ferreting out a discrepancy in my chaises, to 
which my attention had been called, and find that Mr. 
Smith, deceased, instead of being dropped, as stated by 
me, from the Church, had withdrawn at his own request. 
I cheerfully, therefore, mate this correction, and any 
other in which you may be able to satisfy me that I 
have been misinformed. 

" In conclusion, permit me to say, that you are cor- 
rect in supposing that I did not intend wantonly to 
assail the dead, or gratuitously to wound the living. 
My discussion of the errors of the dead was forced 
upon me in the defense of ray client ; to the living, I 
intended no wound, gratuitous or otherwise. I meant 
simply, in the vindication of a cause to which I owed 
the most solemn obligations, to refute the assailants 
of my client with truth. Again trusting that I do 
not misconceive the purport of your request, and that 
this reply may be satisfactory to you, I transmit the 
same by the hands of my friend, J. T. Hardy, through 
whom any future communication may be made to me, 
" I am, sir, respectfully, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" J. F. "Woodson." 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



r THE BUBY. 



"When Colonel Lofty finished reading the letter of 
Major Woodson, he said : " Gentlemen (bowing), the 
reading of that letter has made me yeiy thirsty. May 
I indulge the hope, that you 'will honor me by drinking 
■with me ? " We bowed an assent, and he continued : 
" There are four of us, and it will cost, one doUar. I 
have plenty of money, but allow me to remark, that I 
■would not Hve, permanently, in any city where drinks 
are twenty-five cents ; not that there is any diiferenee 
between fifteen cents and twenty-five cents, bnt I con- 
sider it an imposition upon the gentlemen of our coun- 
try." He then turned, and politely requested one, of a 
number of persons who had approached us, to copy the 
note he had ■written to Mr. Hardy, which request was 
acceded to with great alacrity. 

Then we solemnly and silently marched down to the 
Euby; for solemnity and secrecy are necessities in 
duelii^, now, when the laws of the land are so much 
opposed to the system. 

On arriving at the Ruby, each ordered his favorite 
beverage ; then we bowed, and clinked our glasses to- 
gether, and drank with the reverberation of the martial 
sound, and bowed again, l^hted oin: cigars, and returned, 
using the utmost prudence and solemnity, to prevent 
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any one from suspecting that a duel was contemplated. 
To effect this object more certainly, Colonel Lofty and 
Mr. Hardy waited together, eo that the people should 
see they were friendly. Count Bismarck and myself fol- 
lowed, arm in arm. As we walked thuSj he whispered : 
" Colonel Hnrd, I am opposed to duehcg on principle, 
and know but little about it ; but the only part of it 
■which I do understand, I hke very much. That is the 
drinking part." 

When we arrived at Bismarck's store, the copy of 
Colonel Lofty's note was complete. The original was 
delivered to Mr. Hardy ; but, I regret to say, that the 
beautiful ceremony of dehvery was shortened by Mr, 
Hardy's quietly, but firmly, seizing with an iron grasp 
the note, as soon as it was within his reach — it being 
held by Colonel Lofty, suspended with his thumb and 
forefinger by its extreme comer— saying, " All r^ht, Col- 
onel; you see that I never drop a note when it is 
banded to me." 

He then slowly read the note, as follows : 

■'Opbi.tka, Ala., iugust 2Stli, 1873. I 
" Bismarck's store, back-room, 3 p. m. ) 
" J. T. Haedy, Esq., present en viUe. 

" M.Y Beak Sm : — I hope you will pardon my return- 
ing to you the letter and enclosed certificates from 
Major Woodson, addressed to Captain Porter, which 
you have to-day presented to me. 

" I cannot consent to bear this letter to Captain Por- 
ter, as I do not conceive that it in any way touches the 
ground of his complaiat against Major Woodson. 

" Captain Porter cannot consent to any invcst^ation 
of the memory of the dead, whose faults, if thoy had 
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any, should be sacred ; their good deeds, if any they 
have done, should live after them. 

" Be pleased to refer to the verbiage of the note of 
Captain Porter, to which I have referred. 

" n you should desire it, I will, at any time, write 
what will be satisfactory to Captain Porter. 

" I am, dear sir, with profound respect, 
" Tour most obedient servant, 

"HERCiir.ES D. Lofty, M. J>." 

After reatling this note, Mr. Hardy quietly, and with- 
out asking permission, placed it in his pocket, together 
with the note of Major Woodson, and we repaired again 
to the Euby, using the same precautions as on our iirst 
visit. Arri\-ing there, I was pleased to see the trade of 
that bar on the increase so much, so that we could not 
approach the counter, and time being precious. Colonel 
Lo%, with a profound bow, requested us to honor him 
by holding a conference, and, upon an assent being 
given, he led the way to the aide of the room, opposite 
the bar counter, and, at least, fifteen feet distant from 
it, so that our conference should be strictly private. In 
fact, we were so situated that, although plainly in view, 
we would not necessarily be heard by the patrons of the 
bar amid the cHnk of glasses, unless they deliberately 
chose to listen, which no gentleman would do, under such 
circumstances ; and it was to be presumed that none 
but gentlemen entered the Buby. Colonel Lofty turned, 
facing us and the bar, and said : " Gentlemen (bowing), 
I wish, with your kind permission, to do myself the 
honor of making a few remarks. My course in declin- 
ing to bear the note of Major Woodson, may seem to 
you singular and unprecedented ; but, gentlemen, I as- 
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sure you, that in four of the most important affairs I 
ever conducted, this precise point arose, and I decided 
it in the same way. And I assure you, Mr. Hardy, that 
if you feel aggrieved by my course, I will only be too 
happy to meet you. (At this moment, the eyes of Mr. 
Hardy were quietly raised to those of Colonel Lofty, 
and remained fixed upon them. Aiter a momentary 
pause, the Colonel continued :) At the same time, I feel 
it but just to myself to stato that no offense was in- 
tended. I acted as I did, simply because I knew I was 
right. It was Captain Porter's duty to protect the 
character of his deceased cousin. No other man could 
■ do it. Some persons may contend, that the duty de- 
volved upon the brothers or the sons of the deceased, 
and this might be a plausible point, were it not for the 
fact that Captain Porter's first name, Tom, is the same 
as that of his cousin ; therefore, the duty of cleansing 
his cousin's memory from all stain more particularly 
devolves upon him, and he having undertaken this im- 
portant task under my direction, Hercules Diogenes 
Lofty wiU not permit hitn to have that relative's faults 
mentioned, and, to satisfy him, Major Woodson must 
write a different kind of note. 

Now you, Colonel Hardy (I hope you will permit me 
to address you as Colonel ? it is more pleasant and 
convenient to me), have admitted that you are not very 
familiar with duehi^, and nothing wih give me more 
pleasure than to give you any advice you need in carry- 
ing on this affair ; and you may trust in my judgment 
implicitly ; and when you desire it, let me know, and I 
will give you the draft of a note, which Major Woodson 
can copy in his own hand, and which, I assure you, will 
be satisfactory to Captain Porter. And allow me to 
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remark, Colonel Hardy, tiiat nothing is more probable, 
than that you and myself will be compelled to fight, 
before we satisfactorily wind up this affair. It almost 
invariably happens, in the affairs which I do myself the 
honor to conduct, that I fight and often kill the oppos- 
ing second, for some difference of opinion from me ; and, 
therefore, if we should meet, I assure you in advance, 
that my feeling to you will be friendly. 

Hardy. Colonel Lofty, while I think wo might have 
found a more appropriate place to discuss matters, yot, 
since you have broached the subject here, I will reply 
to you by sayii^, first, that while I know but httle 
about the code, I take the hberty of differing with you 
on every proposition you have laid down, and every 
position you have taken, since my acquaintance with 
you began. 

I think you should have taken this note to Captain 
Porter, and if he was not satisfied with it, let him say 
so. I do not see that you have any right to presume 
that Major Woodson is so anxious to write a note satis- 
factory to Captain Porter, as to allow you to write his 
reply. 

Ab to the character of the dead, I do not consider 
that more sacred than the character of the living, and 
in some cases it may be attacked. 

As to your habit of fightii^ the seconds opposed to 
yon, for differing with you, I have nothing to say (not 
having been present at any of your fights), except to let 
you know, that at any time you wish me to fight for 
differing with you, or for anything else. Just let me 
know in plain English, so that I can understand you, 
and I'U give you all the satisfaction you desire. And 
now. Colonel, as we have come to a fuU undei^tanding of 
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our respective positions, we had better take our drinks, 
and not talk any more about figliting, until we get fixed 
to do a littie of it. 

Lqfty. Mj dear Colonel Hardy (bow), it gives me un- 
told pleasure to have formed the acquaintance of such 
a gentleman as yourself. And if we ever meet on the 
field of honor (which I do not say will be absolutely 
necessary), we will take a drink together, just before we 
fire, and, in the mean time, we will take one now, as you 
propose. 

And we drank with the usual ceremonies. And then 
Colonel Lo% turned to me, saying, "Colonel Hurd, 
will you, sir, do me the honor of granting a private in- 
terview ? " 

I repKed, " Colonel, it pains me beyond measure, to 
be compelled to ask you to excuse me from honoring 
myseK by complying with your poHte request. Please 
be so kind as to remember, that we differed in our 
recollection of what once took place between us in a 
private interview. I hope you will agree with me, as to 
the propriety of not placing ourselves in a position 
where anotiier difference might occur, until the last is 
satisfactorily settled. 

Lofty. Colonel Hurd (bow), considering the most re- 
markable circumstances by which we aa-e surrounded, 
I thiak your excuse is sufficient; but, allow me to 
remark, that I am awaiting, most anxiously, your reply 
to my letter of 23d instant. (And then we smoked, and 
bowed, and parted, and Mr. Hardy took the 3.10 p. m. 
train for Columbus.) 
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CHAPTEB XXXV. 

C0ERE3P0HDENCE BETWEEN COLONEL LOFTY AND COIOSEL 
HrHD PROGRESSES. 

At 5 : 20 p. m, of the 29tli of August I was sitting in 
my office, with Colonel Lofty's letter of 23(i instant, and 
my answer to it, which I had just completed, lying be- 
fore me. On looking up, after signing my name, I was 
surprised to see, standing directly in front of me, Charley 
Chip, dressed in his best suit, a slight twitching per- 
ceptible about the comers of his mouth. 

With an air of importance I had never seen him ex- 
hibit before, he said, holding his hat before him, with 
both hands : " Colonel, I've got another note for you, 
sir, from Colonel Lofty," 

" All ! what is it about, Charley ? " I replied. 

" It's just a copy of the last note I bror^ht you. 
Colonel, except Colonel Lofty has put my name in it at 
the bottom" (straightenii^ himself with pardonable 
pride). 

" Am I to understand, Charley, that yon bring this 
note as Colonel Lofty's friend? " 

" Yes, sir ; yes, sir.I reckon so, Colonel," he said in an 
excited and tremulous manner. 

On hearing this reply, I rose from my seat slowly and 
stood erect, assuming all the solemnity and dignity 
which I had acquired from Colonel Lofty, and looking 
down on him said : 
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" Mr. Chip, I sliall be compelled to pain myself and 
you by declining to receive the note you bear. Tou are 
entitled, under the code, to have my reasons for declin- 
ing hi writing, and I will proceed at once to give them 
to you, unless you prefer to take the night to reflect 
upon this momentous subject, which may be the turn- 
ing point hi your life." 

He replied, " Yes, sir, if you please, sir ; I would like 
to take to-night to think about it ; please let me wait 
until morning, sir." I said, " Yes, Charley, you may wait 
until to-morrow, and then present the note if you wish 
to do so." 

" Thank you, Colonel, thank you, sir ; I never worked 
at such a busmess as tJiis before," he replied. (Exit 
Charley Chip,) 

Thereupon I mailed my letter to Colonel Lofty, which 
was as follows : 

" Opelika, August 2fi, 1873, 4 p. m. 

" Colonel Hercules D. Loity : 

"Mr Deae Sir :— Your favor of the 23d reached me 
only yesterday. About the same time I received a note 
from you, sent by a messenger, asking a reply to the 
same. I stated to your messenger that I would send you 
a reply by mail, at my earliest convenience. 

" First, then, I have made no charge against you, and 
a re-perusal of my notes will show it, 

" 8econd, my memory differed from yours, and I men- 
tioned that fact to you, 

" I am surprised that you should, for a moment, sup- 
pose that it was necessary, to sustain your honor, that 
my memory shotild concur with yours in every particu- 
lar. But to the point. You wish to know wherein my 
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memory differs. In complying with your request, I find 
it more convenient to state, as nearly as I can, what I 
remember of our conTersation, and leave you to judge 
of the difference. 

" On the evening of 23d July, at 3 : 30 p. M., I called 
on you, and upon your bowing most profoundly, I stated 
that my call vras informal, and the foUowing conversa- 
tion ensued : 

" Odonel Z-qfiy (with a low bow). It gives me pleasure, 
sir, to see you at any time and in any manner. 

" Hurd (with bow equally low). Allow me, sir, to ex- 
press an equal pleasure in seeing you. 

" Lqfiy (bow as before). "Will you do me the honor, 
sir, to be seated ? 

" Hurd (bow as before). I will do myself the honor 
of sitting as you request. 

"Hurd (on taking his seat). Colonel, wiU you permitme 
to inquire, where you can be found on or about the 8th 
day of August ? I take the hberty of inquiring be- 
cause Major Woodson's selected friend is not here, and 
I do not think that hia reply wiU be ready before that 
time. 

" Lofty. Major Woodson has certainly the right, un- 
der the code, to double the time taken by Captain Por- 
ter, but it would suit my convenience better if Major 
Woodson could reply before my return to Atlanta. Ton 
are, perhaps, aware. Colonel, that my principal. Captain 
Porter, is a wealthy man, and I know that Major Wood- 
son is also wealthy, but you and myself are both poor, 
and it comes very hard on ua to have to make two trips 
here. It is so expensive. 

" Hurd. I have no doubt that Major Woodson and 
his friend iviU do anj-thing that they can, consistently 
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with their own convenience, to avoid putting yon to ex- 
pense or inconvenience, and I would suggest, that it is 
possible, before we part on our return, after Major 
Woodson consults with, his friend, that some arrange- 
ment may be made to suit the mutual convenience of 
all parties. 

" Lofty. Would you object, Colonel, to indicating to 
me what weapon Major Woodson will be Hkely to se- 
lect, if the affair progresses to that point ? 

" Hurd. I am not at hberty to give you the informa- 
tion you desire, and allow me to suggest, that it is the 
duty of seconds to exhaust every effort to prevent a 
collision, before selecting weapons — is it necessary, 
therefore, to calculate b-eforehand that their efforts wiU. 
be fruitless ? But your experience is so much more ex- 
tended than mine, that I feel a great delicacy in making 
any suggestion. 

" Lofty (risiag with profound bow). Yes, Colonel, I 
have been engaged in forty-two affairs of honor, as 
principal and second, and I concur with you fuUy in 
your suggestions. It is the duty of a second to pre- 
vent a resort to arms, if possible. I recollect in one of 
the first duels I ever fought, I came very near losing my 
life by having a fool for a second. He allowed me to 
fight the best swordsman in Europe with a rapier. I, 
at that time, -v/a^ not so proficient as I am now in the 
use of that weapon, and considered my life as good as 
lost, but met my antagonist fearlessly, and, after parry- 
ing a few of his thrusts, was compelled to allow him to 
pass his sword entirely through my stomach, the point 
coming out at my backbone. As I stood thus transfix- 
ed, it occurred to my mind to do an act which I have 
never heard of being equalled, before or since. I, with 
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my left liand, with remarkable presence of mind, cool- 
ness, and fimmess, seized my adversary's blade, holding 
it so firmly, that he could neither turn it in me or pull 
it out, and in that position, plunged my sword entirely 
through my adversary's left breast up to tlie hiit, just 
one inch and a half above his heart ; and what is re- 
markable, is, that we both recovered — (and, thereupon, 
you removed a portion of your clothing and pointed to 
the spot). Nothing was said in this convereation, that I 
recollect, about a board of honor, or any note from Ma- 
jor "Woodson. (Later in the evening we had another 
conversation, which I do not give, as your letter refers 
only to the one at 3 : 30 p. M.) 

" Why you should have to consult Messrs. Shelton 
or Courtney, or the coiTespondence, to refresh your 
mind, I am unable to conceive, for neither of the gen- 
tlemen were present at the 3: 30 convereation, and none 
of the correspondence refers to it. 

" I only give my best recollection, and while on many 
poLQts it may be incorrect, permit me to state that yours 
may not be any more reliable than mine. Of course, 
no gentleman would intentionally state an untruth, but 
it is rare for men's memories to concur exactly. Take, 
for instance, your statement to me ui your note, that 
you had pulled the nose and slapped the face of Major 
De Soto, Now, I am assured that Major De Soto, who 
is a high-toned, truthful man, has no recollection of such 
an occurrence. 

" You surprise me by alluding, in your letter, to the 
possibility of your being an ' egregious ass,' and a 'wait- 
ing fool.' I am sure that no expression, in either of my 
notes, could be construed as makii^ such a charge, and 
if you so construe my writing, I beg to assure you I had 
no such intention. 
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" You assure me of the pleasiire you e 
Jnj going on the boat. Allow me, sir, in return, to £ 
sure you that never have I experienced more pleasure 
and enjoyment than on that trip, for which I am main- 
ly indebted to yourself, and I assure you that I am not 
alone when I state that yotir urbanity and courtesy were 
unsurpassed. In fact, on thia point, I think the mem- 
ory of all parties concurs, 

" And now. Colonel, I assume the honor of signing 
my name, with profound respect, 

" Yoiu' most obedient servant, 

"Geo. W. Hurd." 

On the 30th, at 12 m., I was deeply gratified by re- 
ceiving, through the mail, the following admirable and 
characteristic letter from Colonel Lofty : 

" Okelika, Ala., August 30, 1873. 
" Ad.ums H0T7SE, Room 6, 10 a. m. 
" Colonel Geo. W. Hurd, present en mile. 

" My Dear Sir : — Your most extraordinary letter of 
this A. M., in reply to mine of 23d instant, is to hand. 
Its contents are so strange and voluminous that I can- 
not say they are as yet carefully noted. I will reply in 
due time. 

" I am, Colonel, most truly, 

" Your friend and obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 
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CHAPTER XXXTC. 

COERESPONDESCE BE'TO'EEN COLONEL LOFTY AND ME. HARDY. 

At1:05p. M., of SOthof August, I entered the train for 
Columbus, and arrived in that city at 3 : 35 P. M. of the 
same day, and fomid there Major Woodson and Mr. 
Hardy, the latter quite unweil, but of opinion that he 
would recover by the morrow. 

On the 1st day of September, 1873, Colonel Lofty, ac- 
companied by Major Shelton, Captain Garter, and 
Captain Wilson, arrived in.the city. Colonel Lofty oc- 
cupying room 10 at the EanMn House, and the other 
gentlemen of his party occupying rooms 12 and 14 
adjoinii^. 

At 3 : 45 p. M. Mr. Hardy handed to Colonel Lofty the 
following note from himself : 

'■COLUMEira, Ga., August 30, 1873, 3 P.M. 

" Colonel H. D. Lofty. 

" Deae Sm : — Your note of the 29th instant is before 
me, in which you say, ' I cannot consent to bear this 
letter to Captain Porter, as I do not conceive that it in 
any way touches the ground of his complaint,' and in 
which you are pleased to refer me to the verbiage of 
the note of Captain Porter. 

" I have, at your suggestion, examined the note of 
8* 
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Captain Porter (wMch I had not seen until this moment), 
to ascertain whether or not Major Woodson's note of 
the 28th August did touch the ground of his complaint, 
and on that examination I have concluded that it does 
touch the ground of complaiat, mentioned in Captain 
Porter's note. 

" I am. Colonel, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

"J. T. Haedi." 

"What occurred at this interview, except the bare de- 
livery of the note, I regret not being able to state, for 
Mr. Hardy, continuiog quite nnwell, failed to give me 
the particulars. 

At 5 p. M. Colonel Lofty sent, by his friend Captain 
Carter, the following note to Mr. Hardy : 

"CoLUMBtra.GA-.RAHKis House, Koom 10, ) 

" September Ist, 1873, 4; 45 p. m. \ 
" J. T. Hakdy, Esq., present en, vil'e. 

" Mt Dear Sir :— Tour favor of August 30, dehvered 
to me by yourself, about 3: 30 p. m., is before me. You 
quote my language, and say that I said, ' I cannot con- 
sent to bear this letter to Captain Porter, as I do not 
conceive that it in any way touches the ground of his 
complaiut.' In reply, you say, ' I have, at your sugges- 
tion, examined the note of Captaiu Porter, to ascertain 
whether or not Major "Woodson's note, of 28th August, 
did touch the ground of his complaint; and, on that ex- 
amiaation, I have concluded that it does touch the 
ground of complaint mentioned in Captain Porter's 
note.' My dear sir, the issue you make with me is a 
very pecuhar and personal one. I have taken the 
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trouble to send for Captain Porter, who has come to 
me, and fully sustains me in what I have done. I 
now have the honor to notify Major Woodson that his 
letter is unsatisfactory to Captain Porter. As to the 
difference of opinion between you and myself, I have 
the pleasure to say, that Captain Porter and myself "will 
leave this, at 8 A. M. of to-morrow, for the ground to 
which Major Woodson once invited us, and both Cap- 
tain Porter and Major Woodson, as well as you and my- 
self, can continue our correspondence, Por the original 
matter, I will say, once more, that Major Woodson's 
reply is unsatisfactory to Captain Porter, as well as to 
myself ; and hence, should I not hear further, my action 
upon the 3d instant will be the same as if no reply had 
been made. My friend. Captain J. C, Carter, whom 
I beg to introduce to you, will hand you this, and wiU 
bear me any reply you may choose to make. 
" I am, sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" Heecules D. Lofty, M. D." 

Again, I am only able to express regret at my in- 
ability to state what took place at the moment of 
dehvery of this important note, having only heard 
some of the concluding remarks on the subject, as 
follows ; 

Hardy. It will be inconvenient, Captain Carter, for 
me to answer this note before twelve to-morrow. 

Carter. The hour you name wiU exactly suit Colonel 
Lofty's convenience ; he is residing at the Rankin 
House, room number ten. I reside in number twelve, 
where you or your friend can find me. We would be 
greatly obliged. Colonel Hardy, if your reply is made at 
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as early an hour as convenient, for our expenses are 
Tery heavy. 

Hardy. My reply will be made at as early an hour as 
possible. 

And they bowed, and parted. 
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CHAPTER XXSVII. 

COLOSEL HUBD lUSFUSES TO nEOEIVE A NOTE FBOM 
COLOHEL LOFXY. 

At the hour of 6:30p. m,, onthelstdayof September, 
1873, I was eitting in General Rock's office, quietly 
smoking a cigar, and conTsrsing mth my Mend, Doctor 
Jones. Mr. Hardy was lyii^ on a couch, suffering 
from a severe headache. 

Out conversation was interrupted by the entrance of 
Captain Carter, Major Shelton, and Captain Wilson. 

Major Shelton greeted me cordially, and introduced 
me to Captain Carter and Captain "Wilson. Captain 
Carter then requested a private interview, and he and 
myself retired into another room, where he presented 
to me the following note ; 

" COLTTHBOS, GA.., RiNKIN HOUSB, ROOM 10. 1 

■' September lat, 187^, 6: 10 r. M. i 
" Colonel Geoege W. Hued, present m viUe. 

" My Deae Snt : — ^Tour pohto and courteous letter, of 
29th instant, reached me on the morning of the 30th. 
I have not, as yet, quite mastered its contents, as busi- 
ness of overwhelming importance has not allowed me to 
devote more than one half of my time to it. When I 
am at leisure I wUl honor myseK by replyii^. I will 
only say now, that I think you omitted one bow I made 
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you. To this note I wish no answer. It will be handed 
to you by Captain Carter, Major Shelton, and Captain 
Wilson, who are authorizod to act for me. 

" I remain, my dear Colonel, with profound respect, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" HJEECuiJis D. Lofty, M, D." 

It pained me exceedingly to be obHged to refuse to 
receive this elegant note, but honor compelled mo to do 
80, and I stated my reasons to Captain Carter, in 
writii^, as follows : 

" COLUMBUB, Ga,, Genehai. Rock's Opfick. ) 

" September lat, 1873, 7 ; 11 p. m, f 

"Captain J. C. Caktek. 

" Deae Sib ; — I respectfully decline to receive the 
note you bear from Colonel Lofty, because, first, I am 
informed by it that no reply is desired ; second. Colonel 
Lofty has seen fit to open and conduct his correspond- 
ence with me on this subject by mail, and I prefer not 
carrying on, simultaneously, a double correspondence 
on the same subject, through two distinct channels. 
Besides the above, other important reasons exist, which 
prevent my reception of this note. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" G. W. HUBD." 

This note was delivered by me to Captain Carter in. 
person, in the presence of the gentlemen who accom- 
panied him, and of those who were with me on his 
arrival. 

Now, although Colonel Lofty was not present at the 
time of the presentation of his note to me by Captain 
Carter, yet he has kindly reduced to writing his recol- 
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lection of that occurrence, in a letter to me of Sep- 
tember 17th, 1873, copied in chapt-er XLI. And the 
question which has agitated my miad, ever since I com- 
menced this chapter, is, whether it would be courteous 
in me to give my recollection of that occurrence, it 
beii^ different from that of Colonel Loftj 

After calm dehberation, when I reflect on how much 
my readers and myself owe to Colonel Lofty, I feel 
that it is but due to him that his recollection of this 
occnrrenee should stand as he has written it, and , 
that the harmony of this work may not bo marred by 
contradictions. 
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CHAPTEE XXXYin. 

ME. HAEDY, FKOM HIS SICK-BED, CONTINCES TO CORRE- 
SPOND WITH COLONEL LOPTT. 

On the morning of the 2d of September the city was 
rife with reports of Mr, Hardy's alarming ilhiess. The 
best physicians hurried to his bedside. Major Wood- 
son and myself, of course, procured a carrij^e, rode out 
to see, and found him delirious with a raging fever. His 
physicians reported that lie might be better or worse in 
a few days. 

Ai ! but for the present, what could be done ? Colonel 
Lofty's note must be answered by 12 M, of this day. 
It was now 9 A. M. Patiently we waited by his bed- 
side, hoping for a lucid interval ; notwithstanding the 
surgeon's opinion, we hoped for it, and, finally, it came 
at 11 : 30 A. M. He was barely able to address two brief 
notes ; and then he rolled again upon his bed of 

Our horses were harnessed, and, at 11 :45, we woro in 
the city ; a friend was selected to informally deliver the 
notes; and they reached Captain Carter's hands at 
11 : 55 A. IL, in ample time. They read as follows ; 

" At Home, September 3, 1873. 

" Captain J. C. Carter. 

" Dear Sir: — I am to-day confined to my bed by a 
violent attack of sickness, which compels me to transmit 
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you my reply to the note of Colonel Lofty, of yester- 
day, by the hands of a gentleman who lias kindly con- 
sented to bear it. Please hand the same to Colonel , 
Lofty, and oblige, 

" Veiy respectfully, 

"J. T. Hakdy." 

" COLTiMBUS, (iA., September 3, 1873. 

"CoLOSEL Hercui:e9 J>. Lofty. 

" Deae Sik :— Your note of yesterday was received by 
the hands of Captain J. C. Carter, in which you say that 
the issue I mate with you is a very peculiar and personal 
one. I cannot, however, conceiTS that tbe issue is 
either peculiar or personal— it certainly was not design- 
ed to be so. Upon the contrary, I thought, and still 
think, that Major Woodson's letter, of the 28th ult., did 
touch the ground of Captain Porter's complaint, in his 
letter of the 23d of July. This, tben, is the issue 
between us. Captain Porter, it appears, sustains your 
■views — my own are unchanged. Now, in this state of 
affairs, when gentlemen thus honestly differ, I suggest, 
for your consideration, that the point be decided by 
gentlemen chosen, to whom the same may be referred. 
" I am, sir, respectfully, 

"J. T. Hakdy." 

At 3:40 P.M. Captain Carter called on Mr. Hardy, 
and found him stiU prostrate, and handed him a note 
from Colonel Lofty. Mr. Hardy being unable to raise 
himself in his bed, was also unable to bow upon the 
reception of this note, but this important part of the 
ceremony of dehvery was courteously waived by 
Captain Carter, as was also that of reading the note 
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and the drinkii^, on account of the iUnesa of Mr. 
Hardy ; the ceremony of dehvery, being greatly short- 
ened thereby, occupied less than three minutes. When 
it ended, Captain Carter entered his bu^y, which stood 
ready at Mr. Hardy's gate, and drove rapidly back to- 
ward the city. The note which Captain Carter thus 
left on the bed of Mr. Hardy was in the following 
words : 

" C0T.DMBU8, Ga., Hankin House. Room No. 10. 
,,.. T m -rr "Septembers, 1873, 3:30p.m. 

"Colonel J. T. Habdy. 

_ "My Dear Sie:— Your reply of this instant, de- 
livered, ' informaUy,' to Captain J. 0. Carter, by Doctor 
D, W. Jones, hes before me. 

" Tou say, ' I cannot, however, conceive that the 
issue is either pecuhar or personal— it certamly was 
not designed to be so.' 

"My dear sn, this would certainly be as full an 
apology as I could ask of you if you had not, I have 
no^ doubt unthoughtedly, added a reiteration of the 
point of difference. You do me the untindnesa to say, 
' I thought, and still think, that Major Woodson's note^ 
of the 28th ulthno, did touch the ground of Captam 
Porter's complaint, in his letter of 23d July. Captain 
Poi-ter, it appears, sustains your views. My own are 
unchanged. Now, in this state of affana, when gentle- 
men thus honestly differ, I surest, for your considera- 
tion, that the point between us be decided by gentle- 
men chosen, to whom the same may bo referred.' 

" My dear sir, let me understand you distinctly. I 
understand that you wish to refer the point between 
you and myself to a board of gentlemen. If so, I con- 
sent. But if you mean with regard to Captain Porter 
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and Major Woodaon, I have to inform you, that three 
times I have submitted to boards of honor. Once, the 
gentlemen proposing, concluded that they could not act 
(that was the second one, and at Eufaula). The first and 
the last -were here ; and, I regret to say, that Major 
Woodson quibbled in each case, and the boards there- 
fore failed. 

" I regret to be so plain, but you leave me no alterna- 
tive. I make this assertion with all its responsibilities. 
I therefore respectfully decline to have any further de- 
lay in Captain Porter's matters. 

"I am going to the point I indicated at 4 P. M. of this 
day. If I go, and return without a satisfactory answer, 
I shall certainly act as I have four times before notified 
your party. 

" With regard to our personal difference, if that is 
what you wish to refer, I can only say, I will refer it or 
not, as you please. If that be the point, I name Doctor 
Courtney and Major Shelton as my party. Please notify 
me of yours, and the time of meeting, which I leave to 
you, provided it be after my return froin the trip upon 
which I am starting. Or it may, if you Hke, take place 
upon the boat as we journey. 

" I am, my dear sir, 

" Most truly your obedient servant to command, 
" Hesctiles D. Loftt, M. D," 
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CHAPTER XXXIS. 

A MASTEELY MAN<EUVEE. 

At 5 p. M., on the 2d of September, Major "Woodson 
and mjseK -were sitting with Doctor Wyatt, in front of 
his office, enjoying some veiy fine Havana cigars, 
■when a mounted messenger dashed up to ue, and hand- 
ed Major Woodson a note from Mr. Hardy, inclosing 
the letter from Colonel Lo% to himself, of 2 : 30 p. m., 
copied in last chapter. 

By immediate inquiry at the depot and hotel, we as- 
iertained that Colonel Lofty and his party had taken 
the 4 p. M. tram, to connect with the boat at Eufaula. 

This sudden and unexpected movement, of course 
produced considerable excitement, not only among the 
friends of Major "Woodson, but throughout the city ; for 
the secrecy and solemnity, necessarily observed, had 
awatened curiosity and inquiry ; and, it being impossi- 
ble for a gentleman to "tell an untruth, or to prevari- 
cate in the slightest degree," everything seemed to be 
Imown, except some minor details. 

Many and varied were the expressions of opinion 
upon the subject of this last movement of Colonel 
Lo%. 

Some considered Major Woodson's honor as lost, and 
blamed Colonel Lo% for robbing him of it, without 
allowing him a possible chance to defend it. Others 
went so far as to say, that Colonel Lofty was afraid a 
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fight wotild ensue, if Major Woodson had been allowed 
an opportunity of accompanying t liis party to Neil's 
Landing, and that he had executed this stratagem to 
avoid one. 

All did the chivalrous and considerate gentleman 
most grievous injustice, and attributed to him motives 
■which never for a moment could have been harbored in 
that gallant breast. 

But who coidd expect the opponents of dueling, and 
thosQ but slightly acquainted with it, to appreciate or 
understand that dehcate sense of honor which actuates 
a man who makes it his hfe-long study, and sleeps with 
a copy of the code under his head ? 

To my mind (owing to my intimate association with 
him), the motive of Colonel Lo% was commendable. 
His action filled me with admiration. I now understood 
his often repeated remarks to myself, that he desired to 
save not only the Hfe but the honor of Major Woodson. 
At the time they were made, they seemed to me mys- 
terious, but now all was clear. By this admirable ma- 
nceuvre, Colonel Lofty protected Major Woodson's 
honor, and prevented any peril to his hfe. It being im- 
possible for Major Woodson to go to Neil's Landing, on 
account, 1st, of the iHness of his second, who could not, 
under any circumstances, be left ; 2d, because no spot 
had been agreed on ; 3d, because of the physical im- 
possibihty of reaching there ; Ms honor, of course, re- 
mained untarnished ; and no blame, under the code, 
coiald attach to a gentleman for not doing that which 
was impossible, and which honor and self-respect pro- 
hibited him from doing. 

At the same time this eminent tactician had been 
equaUy cai-eful to preserve, not only the hfe and honor 
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of his principal, but that of his entire family, for he 
took with him four distinguished gentlemen, besides 
himself, to give a certificate to that efi'ect. 

And a publication of almost all the correspondence 
in the "Atlanta Herald," cleared the last vestige of a 
stain from the honor of Captaia Porter. 

Thus, by a single effort of that master mind, the Uves 
of all were saved, the honor of all preserved. 

The attempt which I made to impress this practical 
solution of the action of Colonel Lofty, upon the 
friends of Major Woodson, was without avail. They 
would not hear me, and hence I have written my views 
of the motives which actuated this great dueUst, that 
future generations may do Justice to his memory, and 
imitate his example. 

Not having accompanied Colonel Lofty in this second 
trip to Neil's Landiag, I am unable to state accm-ately 
what occurred there ; but, through the tindness of the 
Colonel in allowing the newspapers to print some of the 
correspondence and circumstances in this remarkable 
case, I am enabled to give my readers the following 
copy of the certificate, which had the effect of clearing 
the honor of Captaia Porter from all stain : 

" Neil's Lakuikh, Fi.a,, 6 p. jr., Sept. 6, 18T3. 

" Captain T. J. Poktek. 

" Dear Sik :— "We, Hercules D. Lo%, M. D., of Mo- 
bile, Ala., Atlanta, Ga., and Paducah, Ken. ; J. F. Court- 
ney, of Columbus, Ga. ; Major J. P. Shelton, of Atlan- 
ta, Ga. ; Captain J. C. Carter, of Charleston, 8. C. ; 
Captain Henry A. Watson, of New Orleans, La., certify 
that we have accompanied you on this your last expe- 
dition to this point ; the first three of us were with 
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you on your first trip. We hare -witnessed, and are 
ct^nizant of the cause of your wrong, and of the efforts 
you have made to right it. Having remained with you 
throughout your stay at this point, we now cordially 
endorse your action throughout, and declare your fam- 
ily honor vindicated, and your antagonist shamed, 
" We are, dear sir, your obedient servants, 

" Hekctjles D. Lofty, M. D., 
"J. F. Comt'raEy, M. D., 
" J. F. Shelton, 
"Henry A. Watson, 
"J. C. Cakter." 

I also take the liberty of copying two letters from 
Captain Porter, published also m the " Herald," as fol- 
lows : 

" Neil's Landisg, Fla., Sept. 8, 3 p. m. 
" Major J. F. Woodson. 

" My Dear Sie : — You grossly injured and insulted 
me by your published card of 26th June. For fifty 
days I have persistently sought redress. You have, iu 
every instance, evaded, while pretending to meet me. 

" I now demand from you the satisfaction due be- 
tween gentlemen, and require an immediate answer. 

" With profound respect, 

" I am your obedient servant, 

" T. J. POBTER." 

"I certify that I saw Captain Porter hand the above 
note to Colonel Hercules D. Lofty. 

"J. F. Shelton," 
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" Weil's LAtJDiMe, Fi^., 6 f. m., 6tli Sept., 1873. 
" Majob J. P. Woodson. 

" My Dear Sib : — ^Your fa-vor of 28tli August, handed 
to Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, in presence of Mr. Count 
Bismarck and Colonel Hurd, which my friend refused to 
bear, on the ground that it was insulting, is unsatisfac- 
tory. 

"You, sir, first insulted and then evaded me in every 
way. I, therefore, assume the right — which I have— to 
declare your card of the 25th of June to be false and 
untrue in every particular. I declare you to be a man 
who has slandered the dead, yet shrink from meeting 
one of his hving relations. 

" I, therefore, respectfully proclaim you to the world 
as Nidering ! as lost to Los and honor ! and dismiss 
you to the contempt of the world. 

" With somewhat lessened respect, 

" I remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

" T. J. POBTEB." 

" I certify that Captain Porter handed the above note 
to Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, in my presence. 

" J. i\ Shelton." 

Tor these admirable letters to affect Major Wood- 
son, they must ha^ve been dehvered to him ; but written, 
as they were, merely to clear the honor of Captain Por- 
ter, a dehvery to Major Woodson was entirely unneces- 
sary ; but Colonel Lofty, whose grasping mind took in ■ 
everything, provided against all possible technical ob- 
jection, on account of the failure to dehver them to 
Major Woodson, by causing Captain Porter to dehver 
them formally to himself, in the presence of a witness. 
(Oh, that I could have been there to witness the impos- 
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iog ceremony I ) And, in his 
acting for the moment, as it were, as Major Woodson's 
proxy, took upon himself, spiritually, all the censure 
which could, by poaaibihty, attach to Major Woodson, 
reminding one forcibly of that ancient ceremony, 
■whereby one spotless, perfect animal was elected to 
boar the sins of an entire nation. 

On rehable iiifonnation, believed true, I state that 
the Sheriff of Jackson County kindly met Colonel Lofty 
and his party at Neil's Landing, and consented to re- 
ceive their hospitality during their entire stay. This 
considerate officer informed Colonel Lofty as to the 
best points for ai^ling, and courteously remained with 
the party while they indulged in that fascinating sport. 
This well-meant attention of the Sheriff made the spir- 
itual dehvery of the notes, by proxy, above-mentioned, 
a matter of great dehcacy and eminent peril — ^but what 
is peiil -where honor is at stake ? 

The period of time necessary to wash clean the hon- 
or of Captain Porter having expired. Colonel Lofty 
returned to Atlanta, and aired it in the columns of the 
" Herald," by allowing almost all the correspondence to 
be printed in that paper. 
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CHAPTEE XL. 

COMMESTS OF THE PRESS. 

The correspondence between Colonel Lofty, Major 
Woodson, Mr. Hardy and myself, and between Captain 
Porter and Major Woodson, being all published, even 
fear of Colonel Lofty could restrain the press no longer ; 
and I insert a few comments dipped from the journals 
of the day. 

The stupendous advance of the American press, -which, 
by means of its agents, interviewers, and correspond- 
ents, collects and delineates its facts equally from 
the distant foray, and the wild river bank, as from the 
crowded mart, cannot be too much admired, and the 
general accuracy of whose statements, in the present 
instance, I have no reason to question. 



" The ' Herald ' understands, that Colonel Hercules 
D. Lofty, M. D., uitends to visit Opelika on Monday 
next. Gentlemen here apprehend more duelistie trou- 
bles. The several statements this man has repeated 
concerning our city editor were originated, and exist 
only, in Mr. Lofty's heated imagination." 

"THE UNION AND RECORDER." 

" After waitii^ until out of aU patience, the party in 

Morida, it is said, picked up a stable door, and, after 
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marking tlie size of their antagonist on the door, set it 
against a tree, and measuring off the distance sanctioned 
by the code, drove a ball throi:^ the centre of it. If 
this is tme, the party in Alabama onght, in honor, to 
acknowIe%e, if he had been there, in place of the door, 
he would haTe been shot ; but instead of that, he per- 
tinaciously denies through the newspapers, that he has 
been killed either in person or vicariously. But this 
controversy has revealed a perfect prodigy in the per- 
son of Colonel or Doctor Lofty, If we knew which 
title he preferred, we would give it to him, for we don't 
wish to offend a man who has fought forty-two duels, 
and has been thrust throi^h the heart, hver, hghts, and 
midriff, as often as Jack Palstaff was through the hose 
and doublet. It is said, he thinks no more of killing 
five or six men before breakfast than he does of drink- 
ing a mint julep. That is awful ! As he is the only- 
specimen of a live Anthropophagi ever seen in this 
country, it would pay well if he could be carried about 
and exhibited. His cage should be very strong, or 
people will be afraid to come near enough to look at 
him," 

"WEEKLY NEWS." 
" ' NiDERING,' ' Los,' AND ' SriEITU,\L N03E-rULEJKG.'— 

Our state exchanges are feasting over these expres- 
sions, which emanated frorn the recent muss between 
Porter, Woodson, Lofty, De Soto, et al., wherein Porter, 
in his final denunciation of Woodson, makes use of the 
following : ' I, therefore, proclaim you to the world as 
Nidet-ing.' as lost to -ios and honor!' The question 
now perplexing and being agitated by the Press is, where 
the devil did the war-horses get the words ' Los ' and 
' Nidenng.' 
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" The ' spiritual nose-pulling ' is Colonel Lofty's in- 
vention. He stated that he did not, in reahty, pull the 
nose of the city editor of the ' Sun,' but he did do it 
' spiritually.' 

" The ' Enquiror ' has gono to immense expense to 
search out tho mysterious ' Los.' The editor of that 
paper has succeeded in fumishii^ ns a httle light on the 
subject : 

" ' Los is a word that we cannot fathom, and there- 
fore it must mean something terrible. When Daniel 
O'Conncll had his fuss with a fish woman, and demol- 
ished her by saying " She was a hypothenuse, and a 
parallelogram iu petticoats," he could have settled her 
hash in an instant, by telling her she was " lost to Los." 
Our philological editor has scratched himself bald try- 
ing to find this word. "We saw him last night diviiig 
into dictionaries and encyelopEsdias that rose about liiTn 
as he read like a block house. He thinks the word is 
Modoc, and means the same as " Keno ; " but this is 
not satisfactory, for it explains one hard word by an- 
other. Who knows the meaning of "Keno" in this 
land ? A dispatch received per cable, an hour ago, from 
the eolebrated philologist, Max MiiEer, reads as fol- 
lows: 

" ' " LiMHURO, State op Nassau, Germany. ) 
" ' " September ITtli, Midnight. ) 

" ' " Los is a Gaehc word, or rather Erse, It is now 
neariy obsolete, and means a man without any tail to 
his coat. It was once used in Ireland, when fighting 
was more in vogue, it being the custom of those impet- 
uous people who were always anxious to fight anybody, 
to wear long coat-tails, which dragged behind them for 
several yards on the ground, and the person stepping 
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on the coat-tail, challenged as it were, the eoat-tailee, 
and the coat-tailee at once turned, and belted the coat- 
tailor over the head, w-ith a comphcated weapon known 
as a shillalah. Some of the people, tinder the influ- 
ence of Christianity, and a dread of sore heads, abbre- 
viated their coat-tails, so as to avoid being insulted ; 
and thereat, the long-eoat-tailmen became indignant, 
and called them 'Los.' But -why they called them 
' Los,' I am at this moment at a ' Los ' to state. The 
' Los ' people are now legally in the majority, and men 
wear coat-tails for convenience, and not as the means of 
Meting up a rumpus. 

"'"Mas Muller. 
"'"CoUect $196.14" 

" The ' Enquirer ' also has the following : 
" ' Last night a man rushed into our office, with anger 
in his eye, a club in his hand, and a short clay pipe in 
his mouth. He wore a long-tailed coat, and he an- 
nounced his presence by a whoop that would make Sau- 
tanta die with envy ; and as he whirled his stick above 
his head, he screamed, "Do Oi luck loike a Los?" 
Ho struck an offensive attitude, that influenced our 
ready answer of "No, my friend, yoiir coat-tail is 
too long." " Too the divil wid ye an' me coat-taiL The 
word ain't Oirish, an' if ye don't take it back, by this 
and by that, I'll wallop ye tid yer tailor wouldn't know 
ye!" 

" ' This incarnate and blood-thirsty fiend held out a 
piece of yellow paper, and ordered us to " print it at 
once, or prepare for a wake." " Soothe thy irate feeHngs, 
friend, thy injunctions shall be complied with," wo said, 
in a soothing way. He left ; and informed us that he 
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■woxild be round in the morning, and he " wanted it wurd 
far wurd, and lether fur letlier," 
" ' Here it is : 

" ' " Columbus, Georqt, 

" ' " Siptimber ISth, 1873. 
" ' " Edithbb InKwiree : 

" ' " SUB :— In yer durty sheet, this morning, je accuse 
the Oirish unjusty, an ye say what ain't so be no man- 
ner of manes, an if ye dont publish this an say so, 
I wouldn't give tuppince fur yer hide fur practicle pur- 
poses. — Whose Mas Mule — r ? I'd Kke to know ! He's 
dutehman that nieyer sot fut on the ould sod, an 
if he dared to do it the insidted gintlemen of that na- 
tion would fill him as fall uf holes as a siv. He's a 
desavor, fur he knows in hie heart, if he has any, and 
it's my opinion he hasn't fur he has all stummaek, loite 
a beUuSj that ' Los ' ain't Oirish, but a dutch worrud, an 
manes ' spiled cheese.' ' Whin i was at Hidilbuig lam- 
in langige, for which I have a natural tashte, I got this 
kink. Cheese in Garminny, ye know, has to be purty 
bad before they called it ' spHed,' an have no use for it, 
and so the stheudints bear wid a man a long time 
before they call him 'Xos,' or ' spiled choose,' and they 
only do it whin a fellow won't take a dhrop of the cray- 
ther, and throw the rest in a man's face to git up a 
foight. I did this to Mas Mule — r, mesilf, and begorra 
he wiped his face and wiut out widthout saying a wurd, 
and thin the byes called him 'Los,' and now he takes 
revinge by atthribitin the wurd to my nation. 

" ' " Retract or die ! 

" ' " Laery Flaqhbrty." ' " 
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■'ALBANY NEWS." 

" ' NiDEKiNG,'^ — It is now a matter of the utmost im- 
portance to that large and respectable class of peace- 
makers, who are engaged in the sensation business, and 
are responsible for the integrity of the code, and the 
quelling of perturbed spirits, to know all about tliis 
exhumed epithet. 

" We have, at great labor and midnight toiling, 
searched the best authorities, and find that an old man 
by the-name of Noah Webster, -who was born in a little 
town called Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, about 
three miles from the centre of that village, in a small 
house that was covered with boards, and had a stiek- 
and-dirt chimney, just before day, on the morning of 
the 16th of October, 1758 — thorougldy comprehended 
its beauty and its uses, and fully accounted for its ety- 



" Here is what that good old man tells us about it : 

" ' NiDERiNG, a. (See Niding). Infamous ; dastardly. 
" On pain of being held faithless, manswom, and nider- 
ing." W. ScoU. 

'"Niding, n. (Written also Mthing.) [A.-S. Mdkmg, 
from Mdih, wickedness, malice, hatred ; Dan. & 8w. 
Niding ; Icel. Nidingr.'] A despicable coward ; a das- 
tard. (Ohs.) 

" ' NimmG, n. (See Nidiog.) A coward ; a dastard ; a 
poltroon. (Ohs.y 

" There now, we have given all Uncle Noah knew 
about ' Nidering,' and don't want to be asked any more 
questions about it. John Lyde Wilson overlooked it 
when compiling the code." 
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COLONEL LOFry "visira opelika. 

Ob the 16th of September, Colonel Lo% arrived in 
Opelika ; Ms intention to do so having been first pub- 
lished in the " Herald." His unconquerable courage in- 
dnced him to come unarmed, and almost unattended ; 
and so reckless was he of life, that he actually walked 
the streets of Opelika -with only one attendant, and at 
one time, requested even that gentleman to walk not 
with him, but twenty-one and one-half paces beliind 
■him. 

On the momhig of the 18th of September, among the 
letters brought me from the mail, was the following 
from Colonel Lofty : 

" OpjiWKA, AijA., September 17, 1873, 10 ;30 a. m. 
" Colonel G. W. Hued, present en viih : 

"My Dear Sir :— Upon the 30th of August you sent 
me a letter, through the mail, which bore date inside, 
29th of A 



" This letter, you claimed, was in reply to mine to 
you of 23d of August, to which you had neglected to 
reply. Palling to get an answer, I [eft Atlanta, came 
to Opelika, and addressed yon a note, through Mr, 
Charley Chip, to whom you gave a verbal reply, plead- 
ing, in your usual evasive manner, that you would re- 
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ply, but hadn't time then. I then sent you a second 
note, to which you attempted an evasive answer, which 
Mr. Chip refused to receive, saying to you, that he de- 
manded a written reply to a written note. 

"You then promised hira that you would reply by 
10 A. M. 6i the 30th, stating, that you preferred replying 
to my letter of 23d before my later ones ; and, as that 
had been sent through the mail, you asked leave of Mr. 
Chip to send the reply the same way, assuring him, 
that, when sent, you were of opinion that I would not 
ask a reply to the two last. 

" Mi, Chip referred the matter to me, and I consent- 
ed to wait. 

"At 10:30 A. M. of the next day, Mr. Chip brought 
me your reply, 

" I am sorry, G-eorge W. Hurd, you should ever have 
written it— because 1 am sorry to cease to think you a 
gentleman. I had beheved you one, and had treated 
you ivith courtesy accordingly, 

" But, Colonel Geoi^e W. Hurd, from the time you 
wrote that letter you were no longer a gentleman — ^be- 
cause, sir, you had wilfully, dehberately, and with pre- 
meditation, UED — Hed, sir ; not once, but many times ; 
for, Mr. Hurd, your heart tells you that no such conver- 
sation as you report, ever passed between us ; therefore 
you had no such memory. Oh, sir ! sir ! how could you 
degrade yourself so shamefully ? 

" When I had road your letter, I at once sent you a 
reply by Captain Carter, statiug what you know well to 
be true — that business of greater importance prevented 
my replying then, and that I would reply at my conven- 
ience. Tou know what that business was, for you 
had brought me Mr. Hardy, the day before, and wit- 
9* 
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1 our mterview. You were aware, I am sure, too, 
of tlio telegram he sent, after liis return home, request- 
ing me to come to Columbus. Houee, you folly under- 
stand what was meant by business of a more impera- 
tive nature. 

"This note, sir, was sent to you by the hands of 
Captain Carter at once, and he found that you had left 
the city immediately upon mailing your insult to me. 
Captain Carter went to your office to dehver my note, 
found that you had left, and endorsed the fact upon 
the back of the note, and stated to me, that he would 
hunt you until he found you. There were accredited 
to you, besides Captain John C. Carter, also Major 
Shelton, and Captain Wilson. These gentlemen found 
you at Columbus, when they went to dehver my reply 
to Mr. J. T. Hardy, in General Eoek's office. 

" Captain Carter, as the immediate custodian of the 
note, asked to see you alone, as there were others 
present. Tou took him to a priyate room ; as he en- 
tered, you drew and eocked a pistol, which you held 
behind you, and retreated backward behind a large 
table. Captain C. is a small man, unarmed. You 
refused the note with the pistol in yotir hand ; but 
Carter told you that you must receive it, and you took 
it. It required no answer, yet you wrote one, stating, 
that as the correspondence had been commenced by 
mail, you proposed to continue it that way. Upon 
entering that room, you shut the door in the face of 
Captain Wilson and Major Shelton, and stood alone 
with Captain Carter, and drew your pistol. Oh, sir I 
are you not ashamed, as you remember this scene ? 

" Well, sir, as soou as the Porter-Woodson mat- 
ter was finished, I, as I ha.d promised, left Atlanta for 
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this point, ahne and unarmed. It was my intention, if 
I met you on the street, to say to yon, personally and 
privately, that you had lied, and dismiss the matter. I 
run around here all day yesterday for that purpose, 
and no other, I saw you but once — that was, as I re- 
turned from the ' telegraph office.' You were standing 
on the porch of your office. Au elderly gentleman was 
sitting on your porch, reading. Mr. Fred, Smith was 
with me. I said to Mr, Smith, at once, to leave me, 
and not approach nearer to me than twenty-one and 
one-half paces. Ho did so, and I waited alone to the 
front of your office. 

" As you saw me coming, and while I was yet thirty 
or forty yards away, you turned suddenly and went 
into your ofB.ce ; the old gentleman, too, looked at me, 
rose, and left the porch. (I have been told, that so 
soon as you got inside, you seized a double-barreled 
shot gun, and watched for my coming through the 
door.) 

" Of coiu'se, I never contemplated going into your 
' office.' I paused for a second, in front, then walked 
slowly on to the ' post-office ; ' waited there some three 
minutes, then sauntered slowly over to the hotel. 

" Since that time I have been three times past your 
' office,' but, save that time, have never seen you. 

" Every one in this city has been a witness to tho 
manner in which a party of your friends attempted to 
bully and intimidate me yesterday, by parading the 
streets heavily armed, and posting themselves near the 
door of the hotel, where I was stopping. I have been 
told that you were with that party. If so, you remain- 
ed inside some of the doors, for I did not see you, 
though I saw the others, as I passed throtigh. 
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" Now, Colonel Hurd, failmg to see you, I mail you 
this reply to your extraordinary letter, and close all 
correspondence with you forever. There is only one 
■way I shall ever notice you again— that is, if you should 
send a friend to me with a polite note, requesting me to 
meet you on mutual ground, your friend shall be receiv- 
ed, and I promise to grant your wish, and restore you 
to the gentility you have forfeited. 

"I remain here until 12 to-night, when I go to Co- 
lumbus. I shaU stay there twen^-four hours, and then 
return to Atlanta. 

" I am, sir, entirely at your service, 

" Hercules D. Lofty, M. D." 

It was with great pain that I perceived, on reading 
this letter, that owing to one or two hasty, and doubt- 
less unintentional, expressions, I must, under the code, 
return it to the distinguished writer. In taking this 
course, however, I could but admire those noble traits 
of character exhibited by the Colonel in this feehug 
letter. It is true that his great mind being swayed to 
earth, as it were, by a whirlwind of passion (caused by 
some malicious knave who, possessed of the garb and 
address of a gentleman, had insinuated himself into the 
Colonel's confidence, and persuaded him that my 
respeetfd letter, of the 29th, was designed to offend 
him), had induced him to use expressions in his last 
letter more usual among shoulder-hitters than among 

Yet the general tone of his letter showed that he 
wrote more in grief than in anger. And the chivalrous 
magnanimity of the man could not, even in the moment 
of extreme emotion, be wrested from his heart. For 



ism. jy Google 



, LESSORS TJXDEK THE CODE DUELLO. 205 

it witi be noted, by some with astonishment, that in the 
last paragraph, while imder the influence of imcontrol- 
lable agitation, with reason, for the moment, driven 
from her throne, he believed I had lost the position of a 
gentleman. Yet he gaSantly oflfered to " restore me to 
the gentihty (he thought) I had forfeited," by a meeting 
which might cost his life-blood ! 

Natural affection may cause a mother to risk life for 
her babe. But nothing, save that high sense of honor 
implanted by the code, and exemplified so ably in 
Colonel Lofty, could impel a man to offer his life to 
restore one, who, ho thought, had injured him, to the 
gentility he had forfeited. 

"While my admiration of Colonel Lofty was so greatly 
increased, by having it exemplified that passion, which 
leaves most men bereft, not only of reason, but of gene- 
rosity, conid only affect him so far as to cause the use 
of expressions not considered cotirteous among gentle- 
men, but left his generosity and magnanimity un- 
impaired; still, under the code, I was compelled to 
return his note, and I afterwards had the pain of 
seeing it published in the " Constitution " and " Herald," 
which Colonel Lofty had, I doubt not, inadvertently 
allowed, without a reperusal of it ; and the copy which 
I have placed in this chapter was clipped from one of 
those papers. 

On seeing this letter published, it, of course, became 
necessary for me to explain to the public (which always 
takes a deep interest in the honor of gentlemen) a fact 
which Colonel Lofty had omitted to state, and the fol- 
lowing card was published in the "Constitution" and 
"Herald; " 
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" September 23d, 1873. 

"Editoes 'Constitution' and 'Herald.' 

" Gentlemen : — Pardon my troubling you iu reference 
to the correspondence between Oolong Loffcy ajid my- 
self. That gentleman has done mc an injustice (unin- 
tentionaUy, I have no doubt), by pubhshing his last 
letter to me, and omitting to state the fact, that it was, 
immediately upon my receipt of it, retimied to him 
through the mail. It was with great regret that I pur- 
sued this course, and no personal disrespect was in- 
tended to the Colonel, but, owing to the fact that his 
letter contained expressions (induced, doubtless, by the 
necessary hurry of his reply) which, by the rules of the 
code, had to be considered discourteous and inadmis- 
sible, I was compelled to return it, and deprive myself 
of the pleasure of answoring. I am pleased to be able 
to clip a copy, which I place in my manuscript work, 
entitled 'Down the River,' etc. 

" I remain, very respectfully, 

" G. W. HUKD." 
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CHAPTER XLn. 



COLONEL LOFTY VISITS COLUMIiUS. — COMMENTS OP THE 
PRESS. — REPORT OF THE NIGHT POLICE. 

At the hour of 12 : 20 p. m., on the 18th day of Sep- 
tember, Colonel Lofty stepped on the brain at Opelika, 
and aniTed in the city of Columbus at 3 : 30 p. M., his 
movements being announced through the columns 
of the " Herald," and other journals, as foUowg : 

" HERALD," SEPT. ISth. 

" By a special telegram, wo learn that Colonel Her- 
cules D. Lofty, M. D., mh leave Opelika for Columbus, 
on the 12 : 20 p. M. train. It is hoped no blood wiU be 
shed ia his affair with Captaia De Soto. 

" We learn from a friend of Colonel Lofty, that he 
states that he pulled, not the flesh and blood nose of 
Captain De Soto, but his spiritual nose, and if Mr. De 
Soto will adinit this, Colonel Lofty will be satisfied." 

"SUN;' SEPT. IStk. 

" H. D. Lofty came to the city on the 3 : 30 p. m. 
train, according to his programme, published in the ' Her- 
ald.' The object of his visit wo know not, and care as 
little. We have simply denounced as gross falsehood, 
and stiU do so, every statement he made regarding us, 
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TFhich falsehoods he traveled out of his duelistic cor- 
respondence to wantonly introduce. 

"We desire also to state, that the rumor that he 
pulled our nose iu any sense, is as false as any statement 
he has made. 

"DeSoto, City Editor.'" 

"lofty— DE SOTO. 
"'HERALD' SPECIAL REPORT FROM COLUMBUS, Sfipt. mh, 
1873. 
"All quiet and sereno. Colonel Lo% is occasionally 
seen on the streets. De Soto is attending to his usual 
duties. Numbers gathered at the 'Sun' office this 
morning, as it was thought that a difficulty might occur 
on account of De Soto's card. The crowd dispersed in 
a short time. Colonel Lofty leaves to-night or in the 
morning. X." 

" OPELIKA OBSERVER," SEPt! 19th, 1873. 
" The greatest wonder of the age, Colonel Hercules 
Diogenes Lofty, M. D., after remaining in our city for 
two days, departed for Coltmibus on yesterday. We 
are happy to report that he did no material damt^e 
while here ; a careful reckoning shows that none of our 
inliabitants have been destroyed." 

Lnportant business prevented my accompanying 
Colonel Lofty on this important and perilous Journey, 
and I am only able to give meagre accounts of what 
occurred, ascertained from reliable gentlemen. 

While on this visit to Columbus, Colonel . Lofty re- 
sided at the BanJiin House, Room number 10, and on 
the day of his arrival, at the hour of 3 : 40 p. m., accom- 
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panied by a single friend, lie walked in a dignified and 
fearless maimer, down the southern side of Perry 
street, the office of the " Sun " being on the northern 
side of the same street. At the hour of 5 ; 30 he again 
■walked in the same manner, aeeompanied by the same 
fiiend, down the same side of the same street ; and 
during his entire stay in the eity he continued in the 
same manner to walk down the same side of said street, 
on an average of once every three hours, rarely accom- 
panied by more than one friend ; and ono of my in- 
fonnants reports, that in one of these walks, when Col- 
onel Lofty had arrived at a point directly opposite the 
" Sun " office, and only seventy feet from it, he deliber- 
ately paused, and placed the first finger of his left hand 
by the side of his nose, at the same time placing the 
thumb of his r^lit hand between the second and third 
fingers thereof, and then twisted said last-mentioned 
hand around several times. This last information may 
possibly be incorrect, as my informant states the re- 
markable circumstance to have occurred at 9 : 20 P. M., 
and that the street at that point was indifferently 
l^lited. 

Be that as it may, all who bad any desire to be so, 
were convinced that Colonel Lo% knew not the feelii^ 
of fear, and was prepared for any emergency which 
might arise. 

At 1 A. M. of the 20th, an incident occurred, of which 
I am forced to give only the version of the police, not 
having boon present myself, and not havii^ seen Col- 
onel Lofty since, to get the true state of facts. 

The report of two policemen was as follows : 

Policeman No. 1. At 1 a. m. 23d September, saw a 
■ tall gentleman, in Tenth Ward, bowing to a lamp-post 
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i times ; considering the action singular, contin- 
ued to notice him, and called the attention of Pat 
O'Connor. As we watched, at 1 : 03 a. m., tall gentleman 
went forward to the lamp-post and put both his arms 
around it. Pat O'Connor then went up to tall gentle- 
man and asked him his name. Tall gentleman straight- 
ened himself and bowed, first to me, and then to Pat, 
and said his name was Hercules Diogenes Lofty, M. D., 
and that he resided at the Eanldn House, Room No. 
10, and then he requested Pat and myself to search 
him and see if he had any arms, which we did, and 
found none. He then asked us to let the people of Co- 
lumbus know, early next morning, that Hercules Dio- 
genes Lofty, M. D., was alone and unarmed, so' that 
they might resume" their ordinary occupations without 
fear, and begged us to state further to the people, that 
he would not interfere with any of them if they at- 
tended quietly to their own business and did not offend 
him in any way. He then asked Pat and myself to 
take a drink with him, which we did, goingfor that pur- 
pose to the Sam Soud. And then we walked with the 
tall gentleman to the EanMn House, Eoom No. 10, and 
he laid down with his boots on, stating that he consid- 
ered it true courtesy not to pull his boots off so early, 
for that, if a Mend called and asked him out to take a 
drink, it would be impohte to keep hhn waiting, while 
he was puhing his boots on. 

Eeport of PoHoeman No. 2, was to the effect that the 
report of No. 1 was true in each detail, but, he added, 
" that the taU gintleman was the cliverest and the per- 
litist gintlemau he had iver seen this side of the Ould 
Country," 

And thus we see, even by the meagre and dry report 
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of the night police, the thoughtful and kind considera- 
tion of this great man, esemplified in his great care for 
the people, and his desire to keep them peaceful and 
happy, and free from alarm and terror. His own great- 
ness and notoriety he could not avoid, but to the ex- 
tent of his a,bility he allayed the fcai's of the people. 

At 11 A. M. of the 20th, Mr. Hardy encountered Col- 
onel Lofty upon the sidewalk of Broad street, as the 
latter emerged from the Rankin House, and accosted 
him thus : " Colonel Lofty, I think I understood you to 
say that my brother, Colonel 0. S. Hardy, was an inti- 
mate friend of yours." 

Lofty. My dear Colonel Hardy (bow), you certainly 
understood me correctly; I have no dearer friend than 
your brother, and he has a higher opinion of me than 
almost any man I know ; he would do anything for me ; 
he would go to the end of the world to serve me. I can 
safely refer you to him for my character, if you have 
the sl^htest doubt upon that subject. And, allow me 
to say, that your brother is a man whom any one might 
weU be proud to be able to refer to for his character 
and standing, for I do not know of a more perfect gen- 
tleman or a more honorable man. 

Hardy. I have this mornii^ received a letter from 
my brother, and as it refers to you, I was on my way to 
your room to show it to you, when I met you just now. 
It is but proper, however, before I show you his letter, 
to state to you, that as my brother will not be here for 
some weeks, I, in handing you his letter, assume fully 
the responsibility for aU he writes, or, if you prefer 
seeing him, in person, I will dispatch him to come on 
at once. Here is my brother's letter (handing Colonel 
Lofty the letter). 
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Lafly It is with gi-8at pleaanre that I road anylhina 
to which your brother's signature is alBied. With 
your permssion I will do myself the honor of readig 
this letter at once ; and he read it as foUows : 

" New York, September 17, 1873. 
■• Dem BIOTHEB :^Tour favor received, and contents 
noted. Ihasten to reply to that portion mqmi-ing about 
Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, M. D,' 

"You say the Colonel referred you to me, as 'bemK 
m i«ft»,o(e friend.' Unfortunately (if the Colonelisthe 
same Hercules D. Lofty I knew m Mobhe), I have 
known hnn for about four or five years, and know him 
to be a most consmmnate dead-beat, and a coward Ton 
cannot have any coi-respondence or intercourse with 
him other than to use a honsewhip on him, should he 
msult you. Bo Idad enough to hand him this as he 
rota you to me for his character; and say to Mm, I 
will be South about the 10th of October 
^ "The hotel-keepers of Mobile can give yon fmiher 
information regarding the Colonel-' s2 called.' 
" Yours truly, 

"O. S. Haidy." 
Durmg the readmg of this letter Mr. Hardy 
watched the face of Colonel Lo% with mtense interest 
evidently eqieetmg an attack upon hhnself, at, „,; 
before, the reading of it had been completed. What 
then was his sjurprise, at seeing Colonel Lofty, as soon 
as ho had iimshed reading the note, throw hhnself back 
oonvnlsod „lh laughter, which continued severai 
minutes. After two or three efforts, and free use of a 
pocket handkerchief. Colonel Lofty so far recovered 
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Mmself as to be able to speak. He then said, " Colonel, 
I hope you -will exciise my laiighter. I assure you that 
no offense was intended by it ; but that letter— (and here 
he was interrupted by another irresistible fit of laugh- 
ter). Tour brother, sir, is one of the most gifted men I 
ever saw ; his social qualities are unsurpassed ; he is 
the greatest humorist I ever met ; and, when he wrote 
that letter, he was in one of his happiest veias. I would 
freely give a year of my hfe to have been with him at 
that time." 

Colonel Lo% then mvited Mi-. Hardy to drink 
with him. 

At 10 : 40 p. M., of the 20th, Colonel Lo% quietly de- 
parted from the city of Columbus, en route for Atlanta, 
and it was after his arrival in that city that his letter to 
me of the 17th of September, ajid my card hereinbefore 
set out, were pubhshed. 

On the morning of the 21st, the following appeared 
in the " Sun." 

" ALL SERENE. 

" This is the holy Sabbath morning, and we are glad 
that we can report all quiet along the Chattahoochee, 
from Atlanta to Neil's Landing, ' Gtrim-visaged war 
doth smooth his wrinkled front,' and those who 
were lately in hvely expectation of an opening tragedy 
are now laughing at something else. "We feel sure that 
the effect of the late excitement wiU be a wholesome 
one. It wiU make people reflect on the foUy of stirring 
up personal quarrels, and a resort to other than peace- 
able means for the settlement of differences not de- 
manding the shedding of blood. Much money has 
doubtless been spent— much time lost — much anxiety 
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and excitement occasioned — and now tilings are in. statu 
quo. Let us rejoice, that it has the appearance of a 
peaceable situation at last, and that the temple of Janus 
will be closed diuing a long reign of the ' piping times 
of peace.' " 
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CHAPTER XLHr. 

C0ERE8P0SDENCE BETWEEN COLOHEL LOFTY AND COLONUi 
HURD. 

On the mornii^ of the 28th of September, 1873, I 
obserred published in the columns of the " Constitu- 
tion" and "Herald," the letter of Colonel Lofty to 
myself of 17th iostant. 

The duty of calling Colonel Lofty to account seemed 
now to devolTe upon me, and imitating his noble ex- 
ample, I did my duty. 

Krst, I sought my friend. Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, 
and after placing my honor in his hands, the foUowing 
correspondence ensued : 

"Opelika, Ala., September 29t]i, 1873. 1 
"R. R. Depot, 1:30 a.m. f 

" Colonel Heecules D. Loftt. 

" My Dear Sib : — "While honor prevents my answer- 
ii^ your favor of 17th instant, yet self-respect demands 
that I should ask an explanation of a part of that let- 
ter, inasmuch as it has now been pubhshed. Before 
doing so, however, it is my duty, and I perform it with 
pleasure, to explain to you that portion of my letter of 
29th August, which gave you so much pain. Although 
your letter does not distinctly specify the point of 
which you complain, yet, through the kindness of our 
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mutual friond, Colonel J. "W". Houser, I am informed, 
that my statement of only forty-two duels in which you 
had been engaged, while the correct number -was much 
greater, very naturally gave you offence, which your 
dehcacy, in writing to me, prevented your mentioning 
particularly. Now, while I must say, that my recollec- 
tion of the number which you stated to me in the 3 : 30 
conversation, is still the same, yet I will add, cheerfully, 
that I have hoard you, both before and smce that time, 
mention a much larger number. And Dr. Jones, who 
is the sold of honor, informs me, that you stated to him 
the number of duels in which you had been engaged, 
to be fifty-sevm. Now, my dear Colonel, having ex- 
plained, as far as I am able, the point of difference 
between us, which gave rise to your favor of 17th inst., 
I hope you will pardon my respectfully asting of you 
an explanation of a part of that letter, 

"I had at one time intended to ask an explanation of 
you of those expressions in that letter, which were dis- 
respectful in terms, but a careful examiuation of the 
code and precedents, shows me that I cannot do so. 
In the first place, it being a settled maxim, that no 
gentleman could intmtionally write to another gentle- 
man in such disrespectful terms it follows that I could 
not presume that you, being undoubtedly a gentleman, 
could intentionaliy have written those expressions. And 
if you used them unintentionally, I do not see how I 
could insist upon your meeting me for a mere lapsus 
pmnw, and to require you to explain that it was unin- 
tentional on your part, would be a mere waste of time ; 
for if you could, by possibility, violate the presumption 
that it was unintentional, then you would prove your- 
self unworthy of my recognition, which would be reduc- 



ismnjy Google 



LESSONS UNDEK THE CODE DUELLO. 217 

tio ad aisurdum. In other words, if jou, in a letter to 
me, deliberately and intentionally state that I haye 
' lied' the fact that you do so write your letter, proves 
you not to be a gentleman, and hence I could not ask 
an explanation of, or meet you under any circum- 
stances. I am, therefore, bound to presume, either that 
you never ■vvTote such a letter, or that such expressions 
therein, as are disrespectful in terms, were uninten- 
tional. 

" The usual presumption indulged in such cases, is, I 
am informed, that the writer of the letter did not write 
such a letter at all, and hence the custom among gen- 
tlemen arose, of returning such letters to the persons 
from whom they purport to come ; that person, being 
presume'd at once to see that it was a base forgery, is 
presumed to treat the whole matter with silent eon- 
tempt, imless he finds that he did intentionally write 
the letter, 

" But the matter which has now arisen between you 
and myself, is not in the usual course. Here a remark- 
able fact has transpired, to wit, the pubhcation of your 
letter of the 17th, after it had been returned to you, 
without first sending a note to me to require an ex- 
planation of my returning it, 

"lo this most unprecedented case, then, I must pre- 
sume that your letter of the 17th was not a forgery, and 
I must also presume, that the expressions referred to 
were unintentional. 

" The point, however, on whichlrespeetfolly ask an ex- 
planation of you, is of much graver import. Tour letter 
admits that you were in OpeKka on the 16th of Septem- 
ber, and had passed by my of&ce (the precise hour not 
given) ; that you had seen me on the porch of my of&ce, 
10 
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and that you paused a moment in front of my door, and 
tiien passed on, without entering. And yon say, that 
. you never even contemplated entering my office. 

" I assure you, sir, that this action on your part has 
caused me great grief, and I am compelled to ask you 
to explain why you should pass my office, Imowii^ me 
to be within, without calling. The excuse which you 
mate in your letter, I am compeUed to say, does not 
satisfy me. Ordinary men might be supposed to be 
afraid of a double-barreled gun leveled at them, but for 
you. Colonel Lofty, to make such a paltry excuse as that 
to mo ! Oh, sir I how could you attempt it, after ex- 
plaining to me ike thousands of deadly perils you had 
encountered ; after I had seen you ; after I had known 
you! 

" I must, therefore, ask you to be kmd enough to ex- 
plam to me your most astonishing and unaccountable 
action, m not calHng to see me when you passed my 
office. 

"This letter will be handed you by my friend. 
Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, to whom I beg to mtroduce 
you, and who will be the bearer of your reply to me. 

" I remain, dear Colonel, with profound respect, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" George W. Hurd." 

"P. S.— As an excuse for the delay of thirteen days, 
lu asking aji explanation of your most singular conduct 
in passing my office without calling, I have only to say, 
that the astounding and unprecedented nature of the 
offence you thereby gave me, and the pain and grief 
thereby inflicted, were so great, that I could not recover 
sufficiently therefrom to write you before this a. m. 
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And, in addition, I think that my pain at your action 
can only be considered as conimencii^ from the time 
of the publication of your letter; before that time, 
your letter, haying been returned to you, could not be 
considered as paining me. Colonel Bartow agrees with 
me on this point ; but another question here arises : 
you caused this letter to be published on the 25th 
inst., and I did not see the paper containing it until 
the 28th. Now, the question is, did my 'pain Etod 
grief commence on the 25th, or on the 28th. My dear 
Colonel, permit me to say, that I do not see, under aJl 
the cii-cumstances, how you can claim that I was ' pain- 
ed or grieved ' before the 28th inst. ; and this being the 
29th, it follows that I have lost no time asking an ex- 
planation. 

" I again sign myself, with profound respect, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

" Geoege W. Htjkd." 



"Colonel George W. Hurd. 

" My Deae Sib : — Youi' astonisliing letter of 1 : 40 a. m., . 
of 29th inst., by the hands of Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, 
is this moment received ; and while I do myself the 
honor to agree with you in considering your excuse for 
not maMng an earher demand on me as sufficient, yet, 
sir, I ask, as a personal favor to myaeM, and for my 
personal sake, that you allow me ten days in which to 
answer your moat remarkable letter, hoping within that 
time to find some excuse satisfactory to you for my 
not calling on you ; and should no sufficient excuse 
occur to my mind, then, with not more pleasure and 
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alacrity would a loTer spring to tie arms o£ his mis- 
tress, upon their bridal night, than will I to the neigh- 
bori,„„d of the field of honor, where we can proceed 
with our correspondence. 

" I am, dear Colonel, yery respectfully, 
" Tour obedient servant, 

" Hercules D. Loitt, M. D." 
This pleasant loiter was handed me by Colonel Bar- 
tow, at 1:50 A. H. of Ist of October, and with earnest 
sohcitude did we consider the momentous questions 
as to whether I should allow Colonel Lofty ten days 
time to answer, and as to whether I could be supposed 
to BurnTO so long a delay, after so shigular and unpreo- 
edented an offence, as that of which I had oomplMned 
Alter great dehberation, we concluded to allow the 
tune, and I wrote to Colonel Lofty as follows ; 

'■ OPELiKA, Ala., October 1st, 1873. j 
,,^ "At Office, 3: 10 P. IT f 

Colonel Hebcules D. Lokty. 

My Dem Sib :-I have just had the honor of reading 
yonr pohle note of 30th of September, and I assure you 
that It giTes me great pleasure to comply with your 
Tciy reasonable request. This note will be handed 
yon by my friend. Colonel Jasper P. Barlow, who will 
bring me your reply at such time as may suit your per- 
fect convenience. 

" I remam. Colonel, with profound respect, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

"G. W. HlIBD." 

On the tenth day of October at 1 :45 p M I re 
ceired by the hands of my friend Colonel Bartow, the 
toHowing letter from Colonel Lofty : 
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" Colonel Geoege W. Hurd. 

" My Deab Sir : — In reply to your courteous letter of 
the 29th of September, I do myself the honor of saying, 
that the statement of our distinguished friend, Doctor 
Joaee — of my having been engaged in MFcr-SETEN affairs 
of honor — ^is correct ; of course, neither the affair be- 
tween Captain Porter and Major Woodson, or between 
myself and Colonel Strong, Major De Soto, Mr. Hardy, 
Major Woodson, or yourself, were included in that 
number. It would have been dishonorable in me to 
have counted them, as they were not at that time ended, 
some of them not commenced, and I frequently omit to 
count slight affairs, which do not result in bloodshed. 
Now, as you. agree with Doctor Jones, I must consider 
your apology on that point as sufficient. I will say, 
further, that you are entirely correct in supposir^ that 
the discourteous words used in my letter to you were 
entirely accidental ; and now, I wiU address myself to 
the important question upon which you ask an ex- 
planation, which I will be so candid as to say is one 
which perplexes me greatly. I have never been en- 
gaged in but one affair in which this poiut was raised, 
and in that case the presenting a pistol, cocked and 
loaded, at the head of a visitor, was considered a suffi- 
cient excuse for not calling. But, sir, that man was 
not Hercules D. Lofty. Neither a pistol nor a gun 
would, for one moment, deter me from visitii^ a friend, 
or seeking an interview with an enemy; therefore, I 
must, being a candid man, state to you the true reason 
why I did not do myself the honor of calling : 

" "V^Tiile at the telegraph office, I was told that a new 
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bar-room, called the 'Lyott,' had been opened near the 
post-office, in Opehka, m which the very best wHskey 
was 8old, and I was hasting there to tiy tie whiskey, 
and paused for a moment in front of your door, with a 
view to inviting you to do me the honor of drinking 
with me, when, reflecting that you did not drink whis- 
key, and not knowing about the wine at the ' Lyott,' I 
concluded not to ask you to drink until I had made 
some inquiry on that point And, besides, I was at the 
moment somewhat perplexed by a pomt of honor, which 
was, whether it would not be more proper for you to in- 
vite me to drink first, as I was a visitor to your city, and 
I postponed calHi^, that I might reflect on this most 
intricate and perplexing question. 

" I hope, my dear sir, that this full and sufficient ex- 
cuse will be satisfactory to you. If it is not, I can only 
say, that I humbly await yoiir pleasure. 

" This note will be borne by my friend, .Captain J. 0. 
Carter, who is authorized to act for me, fuUy, in this 
matter. 

" I remain, my dear Colonel, 
" With profound respect, 

" Tour most obedient servant, 
"Heroules D. Loity, M. D." 

It is needless to say that this subhme letter gave in- 
finite satisfaction, both to myself and to my friend. 
Colonel Jasper P. Bartow, who was, however, of opinion 
that Colonel Lo% should have called on me on the 
16th, and that, thereupon, I must necessarily have asked 
him to drink, and, thereafter. Colonel Lofty could have 
insisted on my accompanying him to the Lyott Saloon. 

My reply was as follows : 
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" OrELIKA, Ala., October 10th, 1873. 1 
"At Office, 2 P. M. f 

" Colonel Heecuies D. Lofty. 

" Deae Sir :■ — I have just had the pleasure of reading 
your favor of the 9th October, and have only to say, 
that your explanation is satisfactory in fivery particu- 
lar, and I can only wonder at my obtuseness in not at 
onee surmising the reason of your action, 

" This note will be conveyed to your friend. Captain 
Carter, by my friend, Colonel Jasper P. Bartow. 

" I hope you tvill allow me to assume the honor of 
y myself, with most profound respect, 

" Your obedient servant, till death, 

" GrEOBGB "W. HUED." 
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CHAPTEE XLIV. 

COLONEL LOPTi: PE0P0SE8 A PAETNEB8HIP. 

It is with regret that I omit from this volume an ac- 
coimt of the progress and termination of the affair of hon- 
or between Colonel Lo% and Major Woodson, originat- 
ing from the latter's remark about " poisoned liquor ; " 
but inasmuch as nothing further has, up to this time, 
actuaUy occurred, I hope that excuse iriU be received 
by my readei-s as sufficient for my omission. Eather 
than mention one fact in tiiis history before it occurred, 
I would wait, and, if necessary, publish another vol- 
ume. 

It is almost unnecessary for me to state, that Colonel 
Lofty and myself, having adjusted aU our differences, 
were unpressed with a very high opmion of each other's 
character, courage, and courteous deportment. But to 
the end that no cloud of doubt may rest upon this 
pomt, I copy here a letter recently received by me from 
that distinguished gentleman, and my reply : 

" MOBna, AiA., 8 : M p. m., December 1, 1873. 
" Colonel Geoegb W. Kurd, present en. vtlk. 

" My Dear Colonel :— Sh^ce the termination of our 
last most dehghtfid correspondence, you have been 
rarely absent from my mind. I tliink of you night and 
day. 
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" You will pardon me, I hope, for sajing that there 
is but one drawback to your being now the most 
polished duelist on the globe. You weU know to what 
I refer ; it is to your principles, or rather- prejudices, on 
the subject of drinking whiskey. This I consider your 
only weak point, and has, I candidly admit, caused me 
to hesitate about making yon a proposition of vast im- 
portance to ourselycs and to the world at lai^e. 

" But, upon mature reflection, I have arrived at the 
conclusion that no other man is so competent to take 
the position I wish you to occupy, as yourself. 

" I therefore make this proposition to you : That you 
and myself enter into a partnership, for the purpose of 
advancing the noble profession of dueling. 

"You are well aware that many duels are not com- 
menced, simply and alone because the party a^rieved 
is unable, in these degenerate days, to procure a 
second. 

" Now, I propose to remedy this great and in- 
creasing evU, by publishu^ the inclosed card. When 
that is done, no gentleman who is aggrieved can have 
any excuse for not redressing his grievance under the 
Code of Honor. 

" "While my only object in forming this partnership 
with you is for the good of the public, yet most decided 
financial advantages will necessai-ily accrue to ourselves, 
as I will here proceed to explain, * » * and exemplify 
by the Hght of my past experience * * » * 

(This portion of Colonel Lo%'s letter beii^ confiden- 
tial, I omit the three pages thereof relating to the sub- 
ject of finance. On the fifth page, his letter contiaues 
as f oUows : ) 
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"Not, my deai Colonel Huid, in order io carry out 
successfully this stupendous design, wliicli I h.Te done 
you and myself the honor to conceive, it will Ije neces- 
sary for us to acquire as complete a mastery OTer the 
codes of honor of all nations as we have over those of 
America, England, and Ireland. I am now engased in 
mastering the Code of Honor of Eussia. I inolose you 
m this letter the French Code, which I know you will 
appreciate highly. 

"And now, my dear Colonel, whSe aniiously await- 
ing your reply, 

" I have the honor to remain, 
" With profound respect, 

" Your most obedient servant, 
" Hebcules D. Loftv, M. D." 

The French Code which Colonel Lofty inclosed was 
as follows ; 

THE BRANTailE CODE. 
"Mule 1. On no account whatever let an mfidel be 
brought out as a second or a witness ; it is not proper 
that an unbeliever should witness the shedding of 
Chnstinu blood, which would dcHght him; and it is 
moreover abominable that such a wretch should be al- 
lowed such an honorable pastime. 

"Biih 2. The combatants must be carefully eiarained 
and felt, to ascertam that they have no particular drugs 
witchcraft, or charms about them. It is allowed to wear 
on such occasions some reUca of Our Lady of Loretto 
and other holy objects; yet it is not clearly decided 
what IS to be done when both parties have not these 
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reUes, as no advantage Bhould be allowed to one com- 
batant more than to another. 

" MyJe 3. It is idle to dwell upon courtesies : the man 
who steps into the field must have made up his miadto 
conquer or die, but above all things never to surrender ; 
for the conqueror may treat the vanquished as he thinks 
proper — drag him rotmd the ground, hang him, burn 
him, keep him a prisoner ; in short do with him what- 
ever he pleases. 

" Ride 4. Every gallant Kjiight must maintain the 
honor of ladies, whether they may have forfeited it or 
not, — ^if it can be said that a geniiHe dame caji have for- 
feited her honor by Mndnesa to her servant and her 
lover, 

" Male 5. A soldier may fight his captain, provided 
he has been two years upon actual service and quits 
his company,* 

" Bide 6, If a father accuses a son of any crime that 
may tend to dishonor him, the son may demand satis- 
faction of his father, since he has done him more injury 
by dishonoring him, than he had bestowed advantage 
by giving him life. 

" Bule 7. That all challenges from a roturier, a mere 
citizen, or a man in business, must be considered as 
null and void. 

" Bide 8. Tou can refuse to fight a bastard ; it is, 
therefore, strongly recommended to all noblemen to 
legitimatize their sons, that they may be rendered 
worthy of the honor of Knighthood and of dueling." 

* Not witlia landing the high authority of BtantSme, this is a ques- 
tionable point. La EfirandiSre, Basnage. and Alciat, have diseussed 
the point very minutely. The last author came to the conclusion, 
ttat saoli a meeting coald only be tolerated when both parties were ofl 
duty — poat functioned eeeus. 
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The card which Colonel Lofty onelosed -was as folloivs : 

"Notice.— The undersigned offer to the gentlemen of 
the world their sendees as seconds, in any affair of honor 
which may hereafter arise in any civihzed country. One 
of us proposes to act for the challenger, and the other for 
the challenged. "We are actuated, in mating this offer 
to the pubhc, not by mercenary motives, but solely for 
the good of the present and future generations ; being 
satisfied that we can conduct almost any affair to a sat- 
isfactory conclusion, and embellish it with all those 
courtesies so necessary in such matters. Our services 
can only be obtained by gentlemen, as we both have an 
utter and unspeakable abhorrence of anything shoddy. 

" Should either of the parties whom we may represent, 
prefer not having an actual meeting, for any reason ex- 
cept fear, we will adopt the quarrel, by such means as 
■will effectually preserve the honor of both principals, 
and fight it out between ourselves, to a fatal conclusion, 
unless the matter should happen to be settled between 
us, amicably and honorably, by correspondence. 

" "WhUe each of us shrinks from notoriety, yet, in 
such remarkable eases as we may find that it is neces- 
sary to preserve the honor of our principals, we will 
allow the correspondence to be published. 

"We absolutely require those who may obtain our 
services, to preserve that secrecy so necessary in con- 
ductii^ such affairs, 

"Should we find it necessary, in conducting any 
affair, to repair to Central Africa, or to the polar 
regions, we wfil respectfully suggest to our principals ' 
the propriety of insuring our lives, for the benefit of 
our helpless famihes. 

" Humbly awaiting the pleasure of all gentlemen who 
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may need our sendees, we subscribe our names, wifct 
profound respect, 

" Their most obedient servants, 

"Hercules D. Lofty, M. D., 

" Mobile, Ala., 

"Atlanta, Ga., 

"Padueab, Kj. 

" Geoege W. Hubd, 

" Opelika, Ala. 
" P. S. — Inasmueli as we do not desire notoriety, only 
those respectable joumala, which are conducted solely 
for the public good, and are not actuated merely by a 
desire for private gain, have permission to pubhsh this 
card — sending their bills therefor to the principals in 
the first affair we may do ourselves the honor to 
conduct. 

" Heecuiss D. Lofty, M. D., 
" G. W. HURD." 

After several hours of deep thought and considera- 
tion, I replied to this captiyating letter as follows : 

" Mobile, Ala., 10 p. m., December 3d, 1873. 
" CoLOSEL Hercules D. Lofty. 

" My Deae Sie : — Tour most remarkable letter, of 
1st instant, reached me at 9 p. M., of that day. 

" Now, after thh-teen houi« consideration, I am un- 
able to find words to express the proud satisfaction and 
honor I felt at beii^ the recipient of such a letter from 
such a gentleman as yourself. I am astonished at the 
stupendous nature and scope of the enterprise you 
propose. No intellect, save yours, could have con- 
ceived of such a proposition. No heart, save yours, 
would have dared to undertake it. 
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"While I feel incompetent to fill the position to 
■which you propose to assign me, yet the honor you 
confer on me, by offering It, is so great, and the 
benefit to the public so surprising, that I scarcely know 
how gracefully to decline your noble offer. But I 
must decline; not altogether on account of ray incom- 
petency (for a prolonged intercourse with yourself 
would, doubtless, remove that objection), but my pro- 
fessional engagements are such, at present, as make 
it impossible for me to enter into the partnership 
you propose. 

" Should you, however, in the future be engaged in 
any such remarkable affairs of honor as might admit 
of being recorded for the benefit of the present and 
future generations, it will afford me much pleasure to 
record them for you, and to see that the public have 
a correct version thereof. 

" It was with great pleasure that I read the French 
Code, by Erantome, which you did me the kindness to 
inclose in your last ; it is short, but very comprehen- 
sive. I was much surprised this morning, to hear a 
Trench gentleman, to whom I was speaking of it, in 
terms of praise, say that it was scarcely recognized in 
France now, and that a more recent code had taken its 
place. This gentleman was kind enough to lend me 
the code to which ho referred, which I inclose to 
you, hoping for your opinion on this interesting 
subject.* 

"I now take the liberty of signing myself, witb 
"""'"'y enhanced respect and esteem, 

" Your most humble and obedient servant, 

"G . W. HUED." 

*For Frencli Code, see Appendix. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Why may not a book have a "postacript" as well aa a 
letter? Take a case like mine in -writing this book: after 
the type is set, &fact occurs relating to the hero ; is it not 
admissible to stop the printers and induce them to add a 
short postscript ? Now, in any work of fiction, a post- 
script might be considered inadmissible, for if the -writer 
is at liberty to invent his facts, of course there is nothing 
easier than to have all the dates and facts arranged before 
the work reaches the printer, cause the hero to walk in 
marble halls, and sleep on beds of eider-down, if not 
throughout the book, at least in the concluding chapter ; 
and a most lovely and virtuous heroine may be invented 
to soften the jagged outlines of your tale. 

Bnt note the contrast when you are confined to facta 
alone. Only one lady ia herein even referred to, and she 
remained but a moment on the stage, and might scarcely 
have been noticed had not the eagle glance of Colonel Lofty 
observed her beauteous form, and singled her out as he 
made his " dashing descent." 

The facts which I add this postscript to narrate, occur 
at an inconvenient time, and escept that some great prin- 
ciples and important law questions are involved, might be 
omitted. They are stated quite accurately in the Herald, 
and other journals, copies of which reached me this (S^t- 
ui-day) morning. 

I only give an outline of the facts. One of these jour- 
nals says : 

" The very small distance from the sublime (?) to the 
ridiculous, so frequently alluded to by public speakers and 
writers, received a practical illustration in Atlanta on 
Wednesday last. 
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" The celebrated Colonel (?), alias Doctor (?), wlio is gifted 
■with an extraordinary memory— and once had a fool for a 
second— it seems lodged and boarded for a considerable 
length of time at the National Hotel in that city, and 
drank at the bar of said hotel divers kinds and varieties of 
hqnors, principally, however, of the beverage known by the 
vulgar name of whiskey, and in addition to the drinks taken 
and consumed by the Colonel (?) in his own proper person, 
divers and sundry other persona did drink at said bar, at 
and upon and by the express invitation of the said Col- 
onel, the barkeeper understanding that the Colonel did 
thereby impliedly become responsible for said drinks. It 
appears that nearly two months ago, the Colonel, being 
annoyed by the pertinacious applications for money made 
upon him by the agents, proprietors, and managers of 
said hotel, quietly left it after supper one night, or be- 
fore breakfast next morning — there seems to have been 
some conflict as to the exact time.* That he left in his 
apartment a quantity of baggage consisting of two large 
dry-goods boxes, supposed to contain his wearing apparel. 
" Now, the proprietor of said hotel failing to receive a 
reply to any of the numerous letters addressed by him to 
the Colonel, did, after his departure on last Wednesday 
morning, cause and procure a writ of attachment to be 
placed in the hands of the sheriff and levied upon the bag- 
gage aforesaid, upon which the officer made the following 
return : 

■' ' Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 13, 1874. 
" ' Levied the within attachment on two dry-goods boxes, 
measuring each 2ft x 4ft. x 6 ft., marked H. D. L., M.D., 
and containing three two-gallon demijohns, four one-gal- 
lon jngs, thirteen quart flasks, seventy- three quart bottles, 
all empty; one pair of d ueling pistols in a case. Pistols 
* I do not see that in this instance time is material. 
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and case supposed to be worth $17.50, balance of plunder 
above epecifled worth $5.50, pointed ont to me as the prop- 
erty of Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, M. D. No other prop- 
erty to be found in my county on which to levy this at- 
tachment. 

"'JOHN H. HOPKINS, 



" It is sta,ted on most reliable information that the pistols 
mentioned in this levy were the identical pistols used by 
Colonel Hercules D. Lofty, M. D., on both the expeditions 
which he made to Florida in the Porter- Woodson affair of 
honor. 

" These facts were related by one of the attorneys in the 
cause to a knot of lawyers in the Solicitor General's office 
yesterday, when a very distinguialied lawyer remarked that 
he thought in this ease dueling pistols ought to be ex- 
empt from levy and sale, they being the ' implements of 
Colonel Lofty's trade.' " 

Notwithstanding the opinion thus publicly expressed of 
the eminent lawyer referred to in the aboTe copied article, 
it is generally understood that the attorneys of the plain- 
tiff in attachment will contend that the pistols are not ex- 
empt, and admitting the facts that they are the imple- 
ments of Colonel Lofty's trade, and that the law of Geor- 
gia exempts the implements of a man's trade from levy 
and Bale, yet they hope by some legal quibble or techni- 
cality to avoid the logical force of these propositions. 
Can they do it ? Will the judiciary of Georgia permit 
it? Be their decision what it may, certain it is that Col- 
onel Lofty has not been treated in this instance with that 
courtesy inculcated by the code. Colonel Lofty would, I 
am certain, had he been requested in a pohte manner, have 
presented to the proprietor of the National all the bottles, 
jugs, flasks, and demijolins (they being empty) seized by 



ism. jy Google 



the sheri^ and hia generosity ivoald doubtless have led 
him to add the two dry-goods boxes, mating an attach- 
ment entirely unnecessary. 

And there can be no doubt that the leaving of the pis- 
tols among these empty bottles, etc., was an oversight on 
the part of Colonel Lofty, occasioned doubtless by the 
hurry of his departure from Atlanta. Now, is it fair? is 
it just ? is it in accordance with the code of honor, that 
advantage should be taken of the mere oversight of the 
Colonel, and that his pistols should be thns seized by the 
minions of the law? 

It is with regret that I close this boot without answer- 
ing any of the perplexing questions which have occurred 
to my mind since being informed of the facts above stated. 
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THE AMERICAN CODE. 



CODE OF HONOR; 



EULES FOE THE GOVERNMENT OF PRINCIPALS AND 
SECONDS IN DUELING. 

By John Ltde Wilson. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

The man -who adds in any way to the sum of human 
happinesB is strictly in the discharge of a moral duty. 
When Howard yisited the victims of crime and licentious- 
ness, to reform their hahits and ameliorate their condition, 
the question was never asked whether he had been gaiity 
of like excesses or not. The only question the philan- 
thropist would propound should he: Has the deed been 
done in the true spirit of Christian benevolence F 

Those who know me can well attest the motive which 
has caused the publication of the following sheets, to which 
they for a long time urged me in vain. Those who do 
not know me have no right to impute a wrong motive; 
and if they do, I had rather be the object than the authors 
of condemnation. 

To pahlish a Code of Hosok, to govern in cases of 
individual combat, might seem to imply that the publisher 
was an advocate of dueling, and wished to introduce it as 
the proper mode of deciding all personal difficulties and 
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misEnderstandings. Such implication would do me great 
injustice. 

Bat if the question were directly put to me whether 
there are not cases where duels are right and proper, I 
would unhesitatingly answer : There are. If an oppressed 
nation has a right to appeal to arms in defence of its 
liberty and the happiness of its people, there can be no 
argument nsed in support of such appeal which will not 
apply with equal force to individuals. How many cases 
are there that might be enumerated where there is no 
tribunal to do justice to an oppressed and deeply-wronged 
indi-ridual? If he be subjected to a tame submission to 
insult and disgrace, where no power can shield him from 
its effects, then, indeed, it would seem that the first law of 
nature, self-preservation, points out the only remedy for 
his wrongs. 

The history of all animated nature exhibits a determined 
resistance to encroachments upon natural rights— nay, I 
might add, inanimate nature; for it also exhibits a con- 
tinual warfare for supremacy. Plants of the same kind, 
as well as trees, do not stop their vigorous growth because 
they overshadow their kind, but, on the contrary, flourish 
- With greater vigor as the more weak and delicate decline 
and die. Those of different species are at perpetual war- 
fare. 

The sweetest rose-tree will sicken and waste away on 
the near approach of the noxious bramble, and the most 
promising helds of wheat yield a miserable harvest if 
choked up with tares and thistles. The elements them- 
selves war together, and the angels of heaven have met in 
fierce encounter. The principle of self-preservation is 
co-estensive with creation, and when by education we 
make character and moral worth a part of ourselves, we 
guard our possessions with more watchful zoa! than life 
itself, and would go farther for their protection. When 
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one fiiids hitnsiilf avoided in society, his friends shunning 
his approach, his substance wasting, his wife and children 
in want around him, and traces all his misfortunes and 
misery to the slanderous tongue of the calnmniatoi', who, 
by secret whisper or artful innuendo, had sapped and under- 
mined his reputation, he must be more or less than man 
to snbmit in silence. 

The indiscriminate and frequent appeal to arms, to settle 
trivial disputes and misunderstandings, cannot be too 
severely censured and deprecated. I am no advocate for 
such dueling. But in eases where the laws of the country 
give no redress for injuries received, where public opinion 
not only authorizes but enjoins resistance, it is needless 
and a waste of time to denounce the practice. It will be 
persisted in as long as a manly independence and a lofty 
personal pride in all that dignifies and ennobles the human 
character shall continue to exist. If a man be smote on 
one cheek in public, and he turns the other which is also 
smitten ; and he offers no resistance, but blesses him that 
BO despitefully u^es him, I am aware he is in the exercise 
of great Christian forbearance, highly recommended and 
enjoined by many very good men, biifc utterly repugnant . 
to those feelings which nature and education have im- 
planted in the human character. 

If it was possible to enact laws so severe and impossible 
to be evaded, as to enforce such a rule of behavior, all that 
ie honorable in the community would quit the country 
and inhabit the wilderness with t!ie Indians. If such a 
course of c»nduct was infused by education into the minds 
of our youth, and it became praiseworthy and honorable to 
a man to submit to insult and indignity, then, indeed, the 
forbearance might be borne without disgrace. 

Those, therefore, who condemn all who do not denounce 
dueling in every case, should establish schools where a 
passive submission to force would he the exercise of a 



ism. jy Google 



commendable virtue. I have not the least doubt if, I bad 
been educated in such a school, and lived in such a society, 
I would have proved a very good member of it. Bat I 
very much doubt, if a seminary of learning was established 
where this Christian forbearance was inculcated and en- 
forced, whether there would be many scholars. 

I would not wish to be understood to say that I do not 
desire to see dueling cease to exist, entirely, in society. 
But my plan for doing it away is essentially different from 
the one which teaches a passive forbearance to insult and 
indignity. I would inculcate in the rising generation a 
spirit of lofty independence. I would have them taught 
-that nothing was more derogatory to the honor of a gentle- 
man than to wound the feelings of any one, however 
humble. That, if wrong be done to another, it was more 
an act of heroism and bravery to repair the injury, than to 
persist in error, and enter into mortal combat with the 
injured party. That this would be an aggravation of that 
which was already odious, and would put him without the 
pale of all decent society and honorable men. 

I would strongly inculcate the propriety of being tender 
of the feelings of those around him. I would teach im- 
mutable integrity, and uniform urbanity of manners. 
Scrupulously to guard individual honor, by a high per- 
sonal self-respect and the practice of every commendable 
virtue. Once let such a system of education be universal, 
and we should seldom hear, if ever, of any more duel- 
ing. 

The severest penal enactments cannot restrain the prac- 
tice of dueling, and their extreme severity in this State 
the more effectually shields the offender. The teaching 
and preaching of our eloquent clergy may do some service, 
but is wholly inadequate to suppress it. Under these cir- 
cumstances the following rules are given to the public, and 
if I can save the life of one useful member of society, I will 
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be compensated. I have restored to tlie bosom of many, 
their sons, by my timely interference, who are ignorant of 
the misery I hare averted from tliem. I believe that nine 
duels out of ten, if not ninety-niae out of a hundred, 
originate in the want of espevienee in the seconds. A book 
of authority, to which they can refer in matters where 
they are uninformed, will therefore bo a desideratum-. 
How far this code will be that book, the public must de- 
cide. 



THE TEKSON INSULTED, BEPOKE CRALLENOE SENT. 

1. Wheneveb you believe yon are insulted, if the in- 
sult be in public, and by words or behavior, never resent it 
there, if you have self-command enough to avoid noticing 
it. If resented there, you offer an indignity to the compa- 
ny, which you should not, 

2. If the insult be by blows, or any personal indignity, 
it maybe resented at the moment, for the insult to the 
company did not originate with you. But although re- 
sented at the moment, yet you are bound stiO to have sat- 
isfiiction, and must, therefore, make the demand. 

3. When you believe yourself aggrieved, be silent on the 
subject, speak to no one about the matter, and see your 
friend, who is to act for you, as soon as possible. 

4. Kever send a challenge in the first instance, for that 
precludes all negotiation. Let your note be in the language 
of a gentleman, and let the subject-matter of complaint be 
truly and fairly set forth, cautiously avoiding attributing 
to the adverse party any improper motive. 

5. When your second is in full possession of the facts. 



ism. jy Google 



240 APPENDIX. 

leave the whole matter to his judgment, and avoid any con- 
sultation with hinj, unless he seeks it. He has the custo- 
dy of your honor, and by obeying him you cannot be com- 
promitted. 

6. Let the time of demand upon your adversary, after 
the insult, be as short as possible, for he has the right to 
double that time in replying to you, unless you give some 
good reason for your delay. Each party is entitled to rea- 
sonable time to make the necessary domestic arrangements, 
by will or otherwise, before flghtiog. 

7. To written communication you are entitled to a writ- 
ten reply, and it is the business of your friend to re- 
quire it, 

second's duty before challenge sent. 

1. Whenever you are applied to by a friend to act as his 
second, before you agree to do so, state distinctly to your 
principal that you will be governed only by your own 
judgment, that he will not be consulted after yon are in 
full possession of the facts, unless it becomes necessary to 
mate or accept the amende honorable, or send a challenge. 
You are supposed to be cool and collected, and your 
friend's feelings are more or less irritated. 

3. Use every effort to soothe and tranquilize your prin- 
cipal ; do not see things in the same aggravated light in 
which he views them; extenuate the conduct of his ad- 
versary whenever you see clearly an opportunity to do so, 
without doing violence to your friend's Irritated mind. En- 
deavor to persuade him that there must have been some 
misunderstanding in the matter. Check him if he uses 
opprobrious epithets towards his adversaiy, and never per- 
mit improper or insulting words in tlie not« you carry. 

3. To the note you carry in writing to the party com- 
plained of, you are entitled to a written answer, which 
will be directed to your principal, and will be delivered to 
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you by his adversary's friend. If this note be not written 
in the style of a gentleniaa, refuse to receive it, and assign 
your reason for such refusal If there be a question made 
as to the character of the note, require the second present- 
ing it to you, who considers it respectful, to endorse upon 
it these words : " I consider the note of my friend respect- 
ful, and would not have been the bearer of it, if I believed 
otherwise." 

4. If the party called on, refuses to receive the note you 
bear, you are entitled to demand a reason for such refusal. 
If he refuses to give you any reason, and persists in such 
refusal, ho treats not only your friend, but yourself, with 
indignity, and you must then make yourself the actor by 
sending a respectful note, requiring a proper explanation 
of the course he has pursued towards you and your friend 
and if he still adheres to his determination, you are to 
challenge or post him. 

5. If the person to whom yon deliver the note of your 
friejid, declines meeting him on the ground of inequality, 
yon are bound to tender yourself in his stead, by a note di- 
rected to him from yourself, and if he refuse to meet you, 
you are to post him, 

6. In all cases of the substitution of the second for the 
principal, the second should interpose and adjust the mat- 
ter, if the party substituting avows he does not make the 
quarrel of his principal his own. The true reason of sub- 
stitution is, the supposed insult of imputing to you the 
like inequality which is charged upon your friend; and 
when the contrary is declared, there should be no fight, for 
individuals may well differ in their estimate of an individ- 
ual's character and standing in society. In case of sub- 
stitution and a satisfactory arrangement, you are then to 
inform your friend of all the facts, whose duty it will be 
to post in person. 

7. If the party, to whom you present a note, employ a 
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SOD, father, or brother, as a second, you must decline act- 
ing with either, on the ground of consanguinity. 

8. If a, minor wishes you to take a note to an adult, de- 
cline doing 80 on the gronnd of his minority. But if the 
adult complained of, had made a companion of the minor 
in society, you may hear the note. 

9. When an accommodation is tendered, never require 
too much ; and if the party offering the amende honorable 
wishes to give a reason for his conduct in the matter, do 
not, unless offensive to your friend, refuse to receive it; 
by so doing, you heal the breach the more effectually. 

10. If a stranger wish you to bear a note for him, be well 
satisfied, before jou do so, that he is on an equality with 
yon ; and in presenting the note, state to the party the re- 
lationship you stand towards him, and what you know 
and believe about him ; for strangers are entitled to re- 
dress for wrongs as well as others, and the rules of honor 
and hospitality should protect them. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE PAETV RECEIVINa A NOTE BEFORE CHALLENGE. 

1. When a note is presented to yon by an equal, receive 
it, and read it, although you may suppose it to be from 
one yon do not intend to meet, because its requisites may 
be of a character which may be readily complied with. 
But if the requirements of the note cannot be acceded to, 
return it through the medium of your friend to the person 
who handed it to you, with your reason for returning it. 

S. If the note received be in abusive terms, object to its 
reception, and return it for that reason, but if it be respect- 
ful, return an answer of the same character, in which re- 
spond correctly and openly to all interrogatories fairly pro- 
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pounded, and bandit to your friend, whom, it is presumed, 
you liave consulted, and who has advised the answer, di- 
rected to the opposite party, and let it be delivered to his 
friend. 

3. You may refuse to receive a note from a minor, if 
joa have not made an associate of him ; one that has been 
posted ; one that has been publicly disgraced without re- 
senting it ; one whose oceupation is unlawful ; a maa in his 
dotage and a lunatic. There may be other cases, but the 
character of those enumerated will lead to a correct decis- 
ion upon those aomitted. 

If you receive a note from a stranger, you have a right 
to a reasonable time to ascertain bis standing in society, 
unless he be fully vouched for by his friend. 

4. If a party delays calling on you for a week or more 
after the supposed insult, and assigns no cause for the 
delay, if you require it, you may double the time befoi-e 
you respond to him; for the wrong cannot be considered 
aggravated if borne patiently for some days, and the time 
may have been used in preparation and practice. 



SECOND S DUTY OF THE PARTY KECEIVIN& A NOTE 
CHALLENGE SENT, 

1. When consulted hy your friend" who has received a 
note, requiring explanation, inform him distinctly that he 
must be governed wholly by yon in the progress of the dis- 
pute. If be refuses, decline to act on that ground. 

3. Use your utmost efforts to allay all excitement which 
your principal may labor under; search diligently into the 
origin of the misunderstanding, for gentlemen seldom in- 
sult each other, unless they labor under some misappre- 
hension or mistake; and when you have discovered the 
original ground of error, follow each movement to the timo 
of sending the note, and harmony will be restored. 
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3. "When your principal refuses to do what you require 
of him, decline further acting, on that ground, and inform 
the opposing second of your withdrawal from the negotia- 
tion. 



CHAPTER III. 

DUTT OF CHALLENGEE AND HIS SECOND BEFOEE FIGHTING. 

1. After all efforts for a reconciliation are over, the 
party aggrieved sends a challenge to his adversary, which 
is delivered to his second. 

3. Upon the acceptance of the challenge, the seconds 
make the necessary ai-rangemenfcs for the meeting, in which 
each party is entitled to a perfect equality. The old notion 
that the party challenged was authorized to name the 
time, place, distance and weapon, has been long since ex- 
ploded, nor wonld a man of chivalric honor use such a 
right if he possessed it. The time mast he as soon as 
practicable, the place such as had ordinarily been used 
where the parties are, the distance usual, and the weapon 
that which is most generally used, which in this State is 
the pistoh 

3. If the challengee insist upon what is not usual in 
time, place, distance and weapon, do not yield the point, 
and tender in writing what is usual in each, and if he re- 
fuse to give satisfaction, then your friend may post him. 

4. If your friend he determined to fight and not post, 
you have the right to withdraw. But if you continue to 
act, and the challengee name a distance and weapon not 
usual, and more fatal than the ordinary distance and wea- 
pon, you have the right to tender a still more deadly dis- 
tance and weapon, and he must accept. 

5. The usual distance is from ten to twenty paces, as 
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may be agreed on, and the seconds in measuring the 
ground usually step three feet. 

6. After all the arrangements are made, the seconds 
determine the giving of the word and position by lot, and 
he who gains has the choice of the one or the other, selects 
whether it be the word or position, but he cannot have 
both. 



CHAPTER IV. 

DTJTT or CHALLENGEE AND SECOND AETER CHALLENQB 
SENT. 

1. The ehallengee has no option when negotiation hag 
ceased but to accept the challenge. 

2. The second makes the necessary arrangements with 
the second of the person ehiillenging. The arrangements 
are detailed in the preceding chapter. 



CHAPTER V. 

CITIES OF PRINCIPALS AND SECONDS ON TEE GEOUND. 

1. The principals are to be respectful in meeting, and 
neither by look nor expression irritate each otJier. They 
are to be wholly passive, being entirely under the guidance 
of the seconds. 

2. When once posted they are not to quit their positions 
under any circumstances, without the leave or direction of 
their second. 

3. When the principals are posted, the second giving the 
word must tell them to stand firm until he repeats the 
giving of the word, in the manner it will be given, when 
the parties are at liberty to fire. 

4. Each second has a loaded pistol, in order to enforce a 
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fair combat according to the rules agreed on ; and if a 
principal fires before the word or time agreed on, he is at 
liberty to fire at him, and if such second's principal fall, it 
is his duty to do bo. 

5. If, after a fire, either party be touched, the duel is to 
end, iind no second is excusable who permits a wounded 
friend to fight ; nor no second who knows his duty will 
permit his friend to fight a man already hit. I am aware 
there have been many instances where a contest has eon- 
tiuned, not only after slight, but severe wounds had been 
received. In all such eases I think the seconds are Wam- 
able. 

6. If, after an exchange of shots, neither party is hit, it 
is the duty of the second of the chaliengee to approach the 
second of the challenger and say : " Our friends have ex- 
changed shots, are yon satisfied, or is there any cause why 
the contest should be continued ? " If the meeting bo of 
no serious cause of complaint, where the party complain- 
ing had in no way been deeply injured, or grossly insulted, 
the second of the party challenging should reply : " The 
point of honor being settled, there can, I conceive, be no 
objection to a reconciliation, and I propose that our prin- 
cipals meet on middle ground, shake hands, and be 
friends," If this be acceded to by the second of the chal- 
iengee, the second of the party challenging will say, " We 
have agreed that the present duel shall cease, the honor 
of each of you is preserved, and you will meet on middle 
ground, shake hands, and be reconciled." 

7. If_the insult be of a serious character, it will be the 
duty of the second of the challenger to say, in reply to the 
second of the chaliengee, " We have been deeply wronged, 
and JT you are not disposed to repair the injury, the eon- 
test must continue." And if the second of the chaliengee 
offers nothing by way of reparation, the fight continuea 
until one or the other of the principals is hit. 
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8. If, ill cases where the contest ia ended by the seeonda, 
as mentioned in the sixth rule of tBis chapter, the parties 
refuse to meet and be reconciled, it is the dnty of the sec- 
onds to withdraw from the field, informing their principals 
that the contest must be continued uuder tbe superintend- 
ence of other friends. But if one agrees to this arrange- 
ment of the seconds, and the other does not, the second of 
the disagreeing principal only withdraws. 

9. If either principal on the ground, refuse to fight, or 
continue the flght when required, it is the duty of his 
second to say to the other second, "I have come upon the 
ground with a coward, and have to tender you my apology 
for an ignorance of his character; you are at liberty to 
post him." The second by such conduct stands excused 
to the opposite party. 

10. When the duel is ended by a party being hit, it ia 
the duty of the second to the party so hit, to announce the 
fact to the second of the party hitting, who will forthwitli 
tender any assistance lie can command to the disabled 
principal. If the party challenging hit the ehallengee, ifc 
is his duty to say he is satisfied, and will leave the ground. 
If the challenger be hit, upon the ehallengee being in- 
formed of it, he should ask, through his second, whether he 
was at liberty to leave the ground, which should be as- 
sented to. 



CHAPTER VI. 

WHO SHOULD BE ON THE OROUHD. 

1. The principals, seconds, and one siirgeon and one 
assistant surgeon to each principal; but the assistant sur- 
geon may be dispensed with. ■ 

a. Any number of friends that the seconds agi-ee on may 
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oe present, provided they do not come within the degrees 
of consmgninity mentioned in the seventh pnle of Chan- 
ter I. ^ 

3. Persons admitted on the ground are carefnlly to ab- 
stain, by word or behavior, from any act that might be the 
least exceptionable ; nor shonld they stand near the princi- 
pals or seconds, or hold conversations with them. 



CHAPTEE Til. 
ARMS, AND MANNER OP LOADING AND PRESENTING THEM. 

1. The arms used shonld be smooth-bore pistols, not ex- 
ceeding nine inches in length, with lint and steeh Per- 
cnssion pistols may be mntnallj used if agreed on, bnt to 
object on that account is lawful. 

3. Each second infoims the other when he is about to 
load, and invites his presence, bnt the second rarely attends 
on snob invitation, as gentlemen may he safely trnstcd in 
the matter. 

3. The second in piesenting the pistol to his friend 
shonld never put it in the pistol hand, bnt should place it 
in the other, which is grasped midway the barrel, with the 
mniile pointing in the contrary way to that which he is 
to are, infoi-ming him that his pistol is loaded and ready 
for use. Before the word is given the principal grasps the 
bntt firmly m his pistol hand, and brings it round, with 
the mnszle downward, to the Bghting position. 

4. The fighting position is with the muzzle down, and 
the barrel from yon ; for although it may be agreed that 
you may ho)d your pistols with the muzzle up, it may be 
objected to, as yon can fire sooner from that position, and 
consequently liave a decided advantage, which ought not 
to be claimed, and should not be granted. 
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OHAPTEK VIII. 

THE DEGREES OF INSULT, AND HOW COMPROMISED. 

1. The prevailing rule is tliat words used in retort, 
although more violent aud disrespectful than those first 
used, will not satisfy, words being no satisfaction for 
words. 

3. When words ai'e used, and a blow giyen in return, 
the insult is avenged, and if redress ia sought, it must be 
from the person receiving the blow. 

3. When blows are given in the first instance and re- 
tnrned, and the person first striking be badly beaten or 
otherwise, the party first struck is to make the demand, 
for blows do not satisfy a blow. 

4. Insults at the wine-table, when the company are over- 
excited, mnst be answered for; and, if the party insulting 
have no recollection of the insult, it is his duty to say so 
in writing and negative the insult. For instance, if a man 
say, " You are a liar and no gentleman," he must, in ad- 
dition to the plea of want of recollection, say, "I believe 
the party insulted to be a man of the strictest veracity and 
a gentleman." 

5. Intoxication is not a full excuse for insult, but it will 
greatly palliate. If it was a full excuse, it might well be 
counterfeited to wound feelings, or destroy character. 

6. In all cases of intoxication the seconds must use a 
sound discretion under the above general rules. 

7. Can every insult be compromised, is a moot and vexed 
question. On this subject no rules can be given that 
will be satisfactory. The old opinion, that a blow must 
require blood, is not of force. Blows may be compromised 
in many eases. What those cases are, must depend on the 
seconds. 

11* 
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CODE OF DUELING ESTABLISHED IN EKANCE. 

COPIED FROM MILLINOEN'S "HISTOET OF DUELING." 

The French admit three sorts of offences : 

First. A simple offence. 

Second. An offeuee of an inaalting nature. 

Third. An offence with personal acts of violence. In 
these eases they have established the following rnles, which, 
indeed, so long as dueling is tolerated, may be considered 
most judicious, and such as should regulate the arrange- 
ment of all qnarrels. 

Mule 1. If, in the course of a discussion, an offence is 
offered, the person who lias been offended is the injured 
party. If this injury is followed by a blow, unquestionably 
the party that has been struck is the injured one. To 

return one blow by another of a more serious nature 

severely wounding, for instance, after a slap in the face- 
does not constitute the person wbo received the second 
blow, however severe it may have been, the party originally 
insulted. In this case, satisfaction may be demanded by 
the party that was first struck. Such a case must be re- 
ferred to the chances of a meeting. 

Ruh 3. If an insult follows an unpolite expression— if 
the aggressor considers himself offended, or -if the person 
who has received the insult, considers himself insulted— 
the case must also be referred to a meeting. 

Rule 3. If, in the course of a discussion, during which 
the rules of politeness have not been transgressed, but in 
consequence of which, expressions have been made use of 
which induce one of the party to consider himself offended, 
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the man who demands satisfaction cannot be considered 
the aggressor, or the person who gives it the offender. 
ITiis case must be submitted to the trial of chance. 

Rule 4, But if a man sends a message without a sufficient 
cause, in this case he becomes the aggressor; and the 
seconds, before they allow a meeting to take place, must 
insist upon a sufficient reason being manifestly shown. 

Rule 5. A son may espouse the cause of his father, if he 
is too aged to resent an insult, or if the age of the aggressor 
is of great disparity ; but a son cannot espouse the quarrel 
of his father if he has bp«u the aggressor. 

Rule 6. There are offences of such a galling nature, that 
they may lead the insulted party to have recourse to acts 
of violence. Such acts ought invariably to be avoided, as 
they can only tend to mortal combat. 

Rule 7, The offended party has the choice of arms.* 

Rule 8. When the offence has been of a degi-ading na- 
ture, the offended has the right to name both the arms and 
the duel.f 

RiUe 9. When the offence has been attended by acta of 
violence, the offended party has the right to name his duel, 
his arms, the distance, and may insist upon the aggressor 
not using his own arms, to which he may have become ac- 
customed by practice ; but in this case the offended party 
must also use weapons in which he is uot practised. 

Rule 10. There are only three legal arms ; the sword, 
tlie saber, tlie pistol. The saber may be refused even by 
the aggressor, especially if he is a retired officer ; bat ifc 
may be always objected to by a civilian. 

Rule 11. When a challenge is sent, or a meeting de- 
manded, the parties have a mutual right to the name and 
address of each other. 

* This is a point of audi vital importance, that it ia impossible to 
be too carelvil in ascertaining, coollyand deliberately, from wMcb of 
tbe partieB the insult oiigijiatc;d. 

f To name a duel, refers to time and place. 
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Eule 19. The parties should immediately after seek 
their seconds, sending to each other the names and ad- 
dresses of their seconds.* 

Hule 13. Honor can never be compromised by the 
offending party admitting that they were in the wrong. 

If the apology "of the offending party is deemed suffi- 
cient by the seconds of the offended; if the seconds ex- 
press their satisfaction, and are ready to affirm this opinion 
in writiDg; or if the offender has tendered awritten apol- 
ogy, considered of a satisfactory natnre; in such a case 
the party that offers to apologise ceases to be the offender ; 
and if his adversary persists, the arms must be decided by 
drawing lots. However, no apology can be received after a 
blow. An amicable arrangement of a quarrel should take 
place befoi-e the parties meet on the ground, unless circum- 
stances prevent a prior interview. Howbeit, if when upon 
the ground, and even when armed, one of the parties 
thinks proper to apologize, and the seconds of the offended 
party are satisfied, it is only the party that tenders the 
apology upon whom any future unfavorable reflections caa 
be cast. 

Rule 14. If the seconds of the offending party come to 
the ground with an apology, instead of bringing forward 
their principal, it is 'only to them that blame can be at- 
tached, as the honor of their principal was placed in their 
hands. 

Sule 15. No challenge can be sent by collective parties. 
If any body or society of men have received an insult, they 
can only send an individual belonging to it, to demand 

* This ia a point of great importance. It eometimea liappena that 
a man wto has insulted anotlier will select as liia second some 



ruffian, wlio n 



espcession, ' 



quarrel " on him, and endeavor to fight for Jiia principal. Not long 
ago a fellow advertised himaelf in the public papers to fight for any 
person who might require hia BeTvicea.—Millingen. 
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satisfaction, A mesaage collectively sent may be refused ; 
but the challenged party may select an antagonisfc, or leave 
the nomination to chance. 

Bule 16. All duels should take place during the forty- 
eight hours that have succeeded the offence, unless it is 
otherwise stipulated by the seconds,* 

Eiile 11. In a duel with pistol or saber, two seconds to 
each eombata,nt are indispensable ; one will suffice when 
the sword is used. 

Rule 18. It is the duty of the seconds to decide upon the 
necessity of the duel, and to state their opinions to their 
principals. After having consulted with them in such a 
manner as not to allow any chance of avoiding a duel to 
escape, they must again meet, and exert their best en- 
deavors to settle the business amicably. If they fail in 
this attempt, they must then decide upon arms, time, place, 
distance, and mode of fighting ; and at the same time they 
must endeavor to come to some arrangement regarding 
any difficulties that might arise, when the parties are on 
the ground. 

Rule 19. Seconds are not witnesses; and each second 
should have a witness. 

Eule 20. No second or witness shall become a principal 
on the spot. Any insult received by them constitutes a 
fresh offence. 

Rule 21. The seconds should not remain more than t«n 
minutes on the ground without a combat. 

Rule 2a. The seconds in a duel with swords, may request 
that the offended party shall be allowed to ward off a lunge 
with the left hand. This, however, may be refused by the 
seconds of the aggressor. 

* Thia rule is of important*. Forty-right hours may be con- 
sidered a fair time to reflect upon tiie painful necessity of a hostila 
meeting; and there ia.in geaecal, reason to suppose that a cliallenge, 
sent long after a provocation, has hecn the result of the interference 
of huBy friends. — MiUingen. 
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Rule 33. The st'coiide of the aggi-essor may, if they think 
proper, refuse to Are by signal, if the aggi-easor had not 
struck his antagonist. 

Rule 34. The seconds must determine whether the com- 
batants in sword duels sliall be allowed to take breath. 

Rvle 25. The seconds will also decide (without acquaint- 
ing their principals of this decision), whether the parties 
are to be separated after the first wound. In this arrange- 
ment they will be guided by the nature of the quarrel. 

Rule 26. They will also decide whether a fencing-glove, 
or any other article to wrap round the hand, is to he allowed ; 
a string,* or common glove, are always allowed. 

Ruie 37. The seconds are never to let their principals 
know that they are of opinion that the nature of the insult 
received ie such as to render a mortal combat necessary. 

Rule 28. The seconds may refuse the aword, if the prin- 
cipal is unable to use it from any infirmity, unless the 
offended party has received a personal injury. 

Rule 39. The second of a person blind of one eye, may 
object to the pistol, unless the aggressor has struck him. 

Rule 30. The sword or saber may be declined by the 
seconds of a person with only one leg or arm. 

Rule 31. The seconds of a young man shall not allow 
him to figlit an adversary above sixty yeai-s of age, unless 
this adversary had struck him; and in this case his chal- 
lenge must be accepted in writing. His refusal to comply 
with this rule is tantamount to a refheal to give satisfac- 
tion, and the young man's houor ie thereby satisfied. 

Rule 33. If any unfair occurrence takes place in a duel, 
it is the duty of the seconds to commit the circumstance 
to paper, and follow it up before the competent tribunals, 
when they are bound m honor to give true evidence. 

Rule 33. It is the duty of seconds to separate the com- 
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batauta the very moment that the stipulated rules are 



Jittle 34. A father, a brother, a son, or any relative in 
the first degree, cannot serve as a second for or against his 
relative. 

Rule 35, In sword duels the seconds ■will mark the 
standing-spot of each combatant, leaving a distance of two 
feet between the points of their weapons. The standing- 
ground to be drawn for by lots. 

Eule 36. The swords must be measured to ascertain that 
they are of equal length ; in no instance must a sword 
with a sharp edge or a notch be allowed. 

Rule 37. The combatants will be requested to throw off 
their coats, and to lay bai-e their breasts, to show that they 
do not wear any defence that could ward off a thrust. A 
refusal to submit to this proposal is to be considered a re- 
fusal to fight. 

Rule 38. The offended party can always use his own 
weapons, if they ai'e considered of a description fitting the 
combat. If, on compaiing arms, the swords should be 
found to differ, the choice must be decided by chance, un- 
less the disproportion is of a material nature. 

Rule 39. When the hand is wrapped up in a hand- 
kerchief, an end of it is not allowed to hang down. Should 
the party refuse to draw it up, the seconds may insist that 
he throws it off altogether, and is only allowed a sword- 
knot If fencing-gloves are allowed, and one party de- 
clines their use, the other is aot to be deprived of them ; 
but if only one glove has been brought to the ground, it 
cannot be used. 

Rule 40. When the combatants are on the ground, the 
seconds are to explain to them all the stipulated arrange- 
ments, that they may not deviate from them on plea of 
ignorance. This being done, the signal of attack is given 
in the word " Go " (allez) ; but if before this signal the 
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partieg have already crossed swords, the signal is not 
necessary ; but the first who advanced withoiit it is liable 
to censure. 

Rule 41. The seconds siiall hold a sword or a cane, bear- 
ing the point downwai-d, and, standing close to each com- 
batant, be prepared to stop the combat the moment that 
the rales agreed upon are transgressed. 

Utile 43. Unless previously stipulated, neither of the 
combatants shall be allowed to turo off the sword of hia 
adversary with the left hand ; should a combatant persist 
in thus using his left hand, the seconds of his adversary 
may insist that the hand shall be confined behind his back. 
Rule 43. In a sword duel the combatants are allowed to 
raise themselves, to stoop, to vault to the right or to the 
left, and turn round each other. 

Sule 44. "When one of the combatants exclaims that he 
is wounded, or a wound is perceived by his second, the 
combat is to be stopped. With the consent of the wounded 
man the combat may be renewed. 

Rule 45. If the wounded man, although the combat is 
ordered to be stopped, shall continue to press upon hia ad- 
versary with precipitation ; this act is tantamount to his 
desire to continue the conflict, but he must be stopped 
and reprimanded. If, under similar circumstances, the 
combatant that is not wounded continues to press on hia 
antagonist, although ordered to stop by the seconds, he 
must he immediately checked by them, and considered as 
having infringed the stipulated rules. 

Rule 46. When a second raises his sword or cane, it 
must be considered as the signal to stop ; in such cases, the 
other second shall cry out " stop," when the parties must 
recede one step, still remaining in guard. 

Rule 47. In pistol duels, the nearest distance should be 
fifteen paces. The sight of the pistol should be fixed, and 
not more than fifteen lines difference be allowed in the 
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length of the ban-el. It is also desirable that the barrel 
should not be rifled, and that the pistols ehonld be of a 
similar description, 

llule 48. The stand of each combatant to be decided by 
lot. 

Rule 49. It is desirable that the same pair of pistols be 
used by both parties. 

Rule 50. The seconds shall load the pistol with most 
scrupulous care, and in the presence of each other. If one 
pair of pistols is used, each second will use a similar 
charge, by allowing the other to try the charge with a 
ramrod, or by loading in the presence of four witnesses.* 

Rule 51. The combatants must be placed on the ground 
by their respective secmids; if thirty-five paces have been 
fixed upon, the offended party has the right to the first 
fire; if only fifteen paces are marked, the first fire must be 
decided by drawing lots. 

Ruh 53. The seconds have a right to ascertain that the 
principals do not carry any defense about their persons. 
A refusal to submit to this examination is to be consid- 
ered as a refusal to fight. 

Rule 53. The seconds of both parties shall stand to- 
gether ; having taken their ground, they first command, 
" Make ready," which is followed by the word " ¥ire." 

Rule 54, A misa-fire is Considered a shot, nnless stipula- 
tion to the contrary has been made. 

Rule 55. If one of the party is wounded, he may fire 
upon his antagonist, but not after the expiration of two 
minutes. 

Rule 56. When both parties have fired without effect, 
the pistols are to be re-loaded, in the same manner as be- 
fore. 



* " The trial Ijy ramrod is an nncettain mode, fta the depth ol the 
charge will vary according to the wadding ; a regular powder 
measure is the only method that canse cure a fair proceeding," et«.— 
MUliTgen. 
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APPENDIX. 



Rvh 57. Ill the pistol duel d volont'e, the eeeonds are to 
mark out the ground, at a distance of thirty-five to forty 
paces ; two lines are then to be traced between these two 
distances, leaving an interval of from twenty to fifteen 
paces,. thus each combatant can advance ten paces. 

Rule 58. The ground being taken, one of the seconds, 
.drawn by lot, gives the word, " March." 

Rule 59. The combatants then advance upon each other, 
if they think proper, holding their pistols vertically while 
advancing ; hot they may level the weapons and take aim 
on halting, although they may not fire at the time, but 
continue to march on unto the line of separation, marked 
with a cane, or a handkerchief, where they must stop and 
fire. But, although one of the parties may thus advance 
to the limits, his antagonist is not obliged to move on, 
■whether he has received the fire of his antagonist, or re- 
served his own. 

Rule 60. The moment one of the combatants has fired, 
he must halt upon the spot, and stand firmly, to receive 
the fire of his adversary, who is not, however, allowed 
more than one minute to advance and fire, or to fire from 
the ground he stands on. 

RuU 61. The wounded party is allowed one minute t<i 
fire upon his antagonist, from the moment he is hit ; but 
if he has fallen on the ground, he will be allowed two 
minutes to recover. 

Rule 62. In this form of duel, a pair of pistols may be 
allowed each combatant; but this is only allowed when 
one of the parties has received a blow. In these cases, a 
pistol of a different pair is to be given to each combatant. 
The affair cannot be considered terminated, unless the 
four pistols have been discharged. 

Rule 63. When four pistols are used, if one of the party 
is wounded, the contest must cease, and the wounded man 
not be allowed to lire, as it is evident that Jiis antagonist. 
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who might remain with a loaded pistol, would have an 
unfair advantage over him, in a cool, deliberate fire, 

Rule 64. When one of the parties is wounded, the afllair 
must be considered ended, even though the wounded party 
slionld express his wish to proceed, unless the seconds con- 
sider him in a fit state to continue the combat. 

Rule 65. In the pistol duel called a marche interronipre, 
a distance of forty-five or fifty paces is measured, and two 
lines ai-e traced and marted between the distance of fifteen 
to twenty paces; thus tlie combatants may advance fifteen 
paces. 

Rule 66. On the word " March," the combatants may 
advance in a zigzag step, not exceeding two paces. They 
may take aim withont firing, and, while advancing, stop 
when tliey choose, and advance again; but once having 
fired, both parties must halt on the spot 

Rule 67. The combatant who has not fired may now 
fire, but without advancing, and the party who has fired 
must firmly stand the fire of his antagonist, who for that 
purpose is allowed half a minute; if he allows a longer 
time to elapse, he must be disarmed by the seconds. 

Rule 68. In the pistol duel called a Ugne paralUle, two 
parallel lines are traced by the seconds, fifteen paces from 
each other, and from thirty-five to twenty-five paces in 
length. 

Rzile 69. Tiie combatants ai-e placed at the extremity of 
each line, frontiug each other. 

Rule TO. TTie seconds stand behind their principals, in 
a situation that may not expose them to tlie fire of the 
parties. The signal is gnen b> the word " March." 

Rule 71. The combat mts then advance, not upon each 
other, but in the direction of the line that has been traced 
for them; and therefore, whether one of the adversaries 
has advanced or not, he will find himself placed fifteen 
paces from the other. 
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ByU 73. The champion who fires must stop ; but he may 
halt without Iring, talce aim, and continue to advance. 

Eule 73. In the pistol duel called au signal, the signal 
is to be given by the second of the offended party, by three 
claps on the hand, three seconds being counted between 
each clap, which will take np nine seconds ; or two seconds 
which will take up six seconds. In other cases the sec- 
oods draw lots for giving the signal. 

Rule 74. The combatants, when they have received their 
arms, are to walk, but to keep the muzzles of their pistols 
pointing to the ground ; at the iii'st signal they will raise 
their arms, take aim at the second signal, and fire simul- 
taneously at the third. 

Rule 75. If one of the combatants fires before the third 
signal, or half a second after it, he is to be considered as a 
dishonorable man, and, if his antagonist ia killed, au assas- 
sin. Ami if he fires before the signal witJiout effect, his 
opponent has a right to take as much time as he thinks 
proper, to level at him and shoot him. 

Rule 76. If one of the parties has fired agreeably to the 
stipulated signal, and his antagonist has dishonorably re- 
served his fire, it is the duty of the seconds, at all risk and 
peril, to rush upon him and disarm him. In this case, the 
party who has observed the rules, has a right to demand 
another duel of a difierent form. 

Rule 7T. The second who is to give the signal, should 
warn the combatants of the nature of the signal, in a loud 
and audible voice, in the following words : " Recollect, 
gentlemen, that honor demands that yon should only fire 
upon the third signal being given ; that you are not to raise 
your arm until the first signal, and not to fire until the 
third. I am uow going to give the signals, which will 
consist of three claps on the hand." 

Rule 78. In the duel with sabers, the seconds should en- 
deavor to have it fought with short sabers, these arms be- 
ing less fatal than long ones. 
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Rule 79. The ground taken, the antagonists are to be 
placed opposite each other, at the distance of one foot from 
their saber points. 

Rule 80. In genera! these duels are fought with cuff- 
gloves ; but, otherwise, the parties may wriip a handker- 
chief round their hand and wrist, provided that no end is 
allowed to hang down, 

Suk 81. In regimeuta, the regimental saber is to be the 
one selected, provided that they are of the same length, 
and mounted in the same manner. The same precaution- 
aiy steps are to be adopted as in the sword duel, to ascer- 
tain that no defence is worn by either party. 

Bute 82. The signal of "AUez," "Go," having been 
given, the combatants advance upon each other, and either 
give point or cat ; vaulting, advancing, or retreating at 
pleasure. 

Eule 83. To strike an adversary when disarmed, to seize 
his arm, his body, or his weapon, is a foul proceeding. A 
combatant is disarmed when his saber is either wrenched 
from bim or dropped. 

Mule 84. In saber duels in which the point of the arm is 
not to be used, sabers without a point are to be chosen. 
To give point and kill m adversary by the infringement 
of this rule, is to be considered an assassination. These 
duels should always be considered as terminated on the 
first loss of blood 

The preceding rules, which are founded upon long ex- 
perience, in this fatal practice, have been sanctioned by 
twenty-fire general officers, eleven peers of France, and 
fifty officers of rank. The Minister of War, who could not, 
consistently with his public duties, affix his signature to 
the document, gave his approbation in an official letter, 
and the majority of the prefects equally sanctioned the 
regulation. 
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lEISH CODE. 

AS 6IVEN BY SIK JOITAII BARKINSrOir, IIT PERSONAL 
SKETCHES OF HIS OWN" TIME. 

RULES OP DUELING. 

The practice of dueling and points of honor settled at 
Clonmell Summer Aaaizea, 1877, by the gentlemen dele- 
gates of Tipperary, Galway, Mayo, Sligo, and Eoscom- 
mon, and prescribed for general adoption throughout 
Ireland. 

Rule 1. The first offence requires the first apology, though 
the retort may have been more offensive than the insult. 
Example ; A tells B he is impertinent, etc. ; B retorts that 
he lies — yet, A must make the fii-st apology, because he 
gave the first offence ; and then (after one fire) B may 
explain away the retort by subsequent apology. 

Ewle 2. But if the parties would rather fight on, then, 
after two shots each (but in no case before), B may explain 
first, and A apologize afterwards. 

N. E. — The above rules apply to all cases of offences in 
retort, not of a stronger class than the example. 

Eule 3. If a doubt exist who gave the first ofience, the 
decision rests with the seconds ; if they won't decide, or 
can't agree, the matter mnst proceed to two shots, or to a 
hit, if the challenger require it. 

Utile i. When the lie direct is the Jirst oifeuce, the 
aggressor must either beg pardon iu express terms, ex- 
change two shots previous to apology, or three shots, fol- 
lowed by explanation ; or Are on until a severe hit bo 
received by one party or the other. 
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Huk 5. As a blow is strictly prohibited under any eir- 
ciimetanees amongst gentlemen, uo verbal apology can be 
received for such an insult ; the alternatives therefore are— 
the offender handing a cane to the injured party, to be 
used on his own back, at the same time begging pardon ; 
firing on until one, or both, is disabled ; or exchanging 
three shots, and then asking pardon, without the proffer of 
the cane. 

If swords are used, the parties engage till one is well 
blooded, disabled, or disarmed ; or until, after receiving a 
wound, and blood being drawn, the aggressor begs pardon. 

N. B.— A disarm ia considered the same as a disable; 
the disarmer may (strictly) break his adversary's sword ; 
but if it be the challenger who is disarmed, it is considered 
ungenerous to do so. 

In case the challenged be disarmed, and refuses to ask 
pardon, or atone, he must not be hilled, as formerly, but 
the challenger may lay his own sword on the aggressor's 
shoulder, then break the aggressor's sword, and say, " I 
spare your life!" The challenged can never reyive that 
quarrel— the challenger may. 

Rule 6. If A gives B the lie, and B retorts by a blow 
{being the two greatest offences), no reconciliation can 
take place, till after two discharges each, or a severe hit, 
after which B may beg A'a pardon humbly for the blow, 
and then A may explain simply for the lie ; because a blow 
is never allowable, and the offence of the lie, therefore, 
merges in it. (See preceding mle.) 

N", B.— Challenges for undivulged causes may be recon- 
ciled on the ground, after one shot. An explanation, or 
the slightest hit, should be sufficient in such cases, because 
uo personal offence transpired. 

Bute 7. But no apology can be received in any case after 
the parties have actually taken their ground, without ex- 
change of fires. 



iD.Goo^le 



CERTIFICATES. 



No. 1. 

Oittli of Caroline Myers, chapging paternity of her ille- 
gitimate child to Thomas K. Smith. Sworn to before 
Peter Carson, Justice of the Peace, Tth of October, 1871. 
Certified to by F. H. Bnford, Clerk Circuit Court, Bibb 
County, Alabama. 

No. 2. 

Majoe Woodson :— At your request, I state what I know 
of the Smith-Myers bastardy case. I was an attorney en- 
gaged to prosecute Thomas K. Smith, and had in my pos- 
session several letters written by him to her, advising the 
taking the life of the child, and the swearing of it first to 
one and then to another gentleman in the city. Upon the 
settlement of the case, Mr. Smith admitted to me his crim- 
inal intimacy with prosecutrix, and that the letters afore- 
said had been written by him. 

Charles Ford. 
No. 3. 

I was formerly a partner of Thomas K. Smith, and he 
frequently mentioned to me his criminal intimacy with 
Caroline Myers, detailing circiim stances. 

William Hart. 
No. 4. 

I certify tiiat three months before the birth of the child, 
Thomas K. Smith came to me and stated that he had fre- 
quent criminal connection with Miss Caroline Myers, and 
that he expected a prosecution, and employed me to defend 
him ; that he had advised her to swear the paternity of the 
child to a gentleman living in the city,but she had refused 

to do 80. 

Geoege M. Gulp, 
Attorney-at-Law, 
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